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These young men learned
valuable fish handling skills
by helping at the weigh-in at
the Santee Cooper Monster
Cat Quest at Black’s Camp
in South Carolina. They
were assisting in the release
of this nice blue.
(Thomas Lovell photo)

Catfish Connections
Finally, spring is trying to bust
loose and with it comes fantastic
catfishing. Bring on the sun,
warmer water, and an electrified
catfish bite! It’s a new year which
can also mean new products and
capabilities.
New electronic capabilities
from Garmin, Live Scope, have
enhanced
fish
identification
beyond
our
anticipated
expectations.
Guide
trips,
tournaments, fun fishing may
never be better. Change can be positive and negative; hard
for some and easy for others.
I will date myself by confessing, I began fishing with
the wonderful Hummingbird Flasher. It improved my fishing
experience on all levels. Then came the paper graphs, liquid
screens etc. At each improvement, I had to reinvest when
I could afford it and it improved my fishing experiences
each time. I have to admit, I am one that likes change even
at my senior age but it does demand time, patience and
resources.
Recently, I have read and heard many concerns about
the Garmin Live Scope super technology. Some think that
no one can compete against those who can obtain it and
use it to its full capabilities. I heard these same concerns
surrounding new bait technologies and techniques and
even each of the past technology leaps I mentioned earlier.
It is a tool for your toolbox but the fisherman is still the one
making the casts, making technique decisions and setting
strategies.
I am looking forward to the day that our electronics
embrace the capabilities of our smaller but more powerful
computers and phones! In the past, the replacement
schedules for computers and phones were every five years
and now, they are outdated in a year. My grandchildren
can embrace the capabilities quicker than I can as they
experience the technologies at a very young age.
Change, when correctly applied, can be a good thing. So,
I leave you with one major thought, never lose the focus on
why we fish for either competition or for fun. The tools are
developed to help us be more successful. Let’s leave the
drama on the land and use what works best for us to obtain
stress relief and FUN. FISH ON!
God Bless and Good Fishing,
Dan Dannenmueller, Publisher
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by Ron Presley

The successful live release of trophy catfish requires anglers to be
informed of proper fish handling.

A

s the sport of catfishing grows more
attention is being given to conserving
the catfish as the valuable resource
that it is. Catfish should be protected to
the benefit of each state, its residents, and
the visitors the catfish attract to the state.
Unfortunately, catfish regulations vary
greatly between states and therein lies
part of the problem. Catfish regulations
should result in plenty of trophy catfish
for us, and for future generations but all
states do not view the problem the same.
When I hear anglers talk about the

This tournament angler is demonstrating
good fish handling skills. He has a solid
grip on the mouth and is cradling the fish
horizontally.
decline in trophy catfish in their area
the finger is often pointed to paylakes
and the extraction of trophy catfish
from public waters. Paylakes have an
economic incentive to get the trophy
catfish wherever and whenever they
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WHAT INDIVIDUAL ANGLERS CAN DO
can and regulations need to be aimed at
preventing the relocation.
The more I learn about the desperate
situation of trophy catfish the more it
appears that public servants are going to
have to be a part of the solution to the
continuing transport of live trophy catfish
across state lines. In most instances, it is
a political problem of huge proportions.
It seems like anglers and government
officials often don’t see eye to eye on the
severity of the problem.
The solution will be a combination
of education, better laws, and better
enforcement. In the meantime, there are
certain things that the average everyday
catfish angler can do to help the cause.
Basic Fish Handling
Catfish care can begin before the
fish is boated and continue from there.
Anglers need to be mindful of good fish
handling procedures, use them regularly,
and teach them to others.
One angler who has a high concern for
fish handling is Captain Bradley Doyle.
He is owner-operator of Bradley’s Guide
Service on Lake Conroe in Texas. He
demonstrates his commitment to catfish
conservation by serving as Vice President
of Texas Trophy Catfish Association. He
has some good advice for the average
catfishermen willing to learn proper
handling procedures for trophy cats.
“Caring for our trophy cats begins as
soon as they are hooked,” offered Doyle.
“Anglers should not reel the fish in too
fast. Smooth steady pressure on the fish
will allow them to equalize their pressure
and avoid stress bloating.”
Catfish anglers joke about getting
slimed, and it can not be avoided. But
the less slime the catfish loses the better
it is protected. Scientists tell us that the
slime is important for fish to regulate
many necessary body functions, including
protection against parasites.
“Try to limit handling of the fish,”
advises Doyle. “And don’t keep them out
of the water for too long. Learn to take a

It is important for anglers to practice CPR,
but it may be more important to teach the
concept to younger anglers. After the photo,
this blue was released.
quick photo and get them back unless they
are going to the scales at a tournament.
In that case plan in advance and equip
the boat with an adequate livewell to
accommodate big fish.”
Big catfish are not easy to handle.
They are strong and powerful enough to
overcome an unsuspecting angler. Gloves
are helpful when you get ready to pick up
a big catfish, but do it with determination
and understanding of how powerful
they are. Do whatever it takes to avoid
dropping the fish. Practice makes perfect,
and anglers should strive to learn the
best technique for grasping and holding
big cats.
“As far as handling, it’s also better if
they’re cradled as opposed to holding
them by the jaw,” continued Doyle. “This
can be done if you’re trained in proper
handling and are familiar with the anatomy
of the fish. However, most people are not,
so above all else avoid grabbing them by
the gills!”

5 Catfish NOW April 2019

WHAT INDIVIDUAL ANGLERS CAN DO

“What I do is grab the lower lip and lift,”
added Doyle. “Then run the other hand
under the fish and cradle it. Larger fish
may require two people and/or need to be
handed to someone sitting for pictures.”
Fish slings are another way to safely
transport and weigh trophy fish. Several
companies are putting them on the market.
Some tournament trails are using them in
the weigh-in line because of the potential
benefit to the fish. The whole idea is to
cradle the fish and remove the possibly
damaging process of lifting by the jaws
and/or dropping them.
“I can’t stress enough that anglers
need to know what they are getting into
when grabbing the jaw of a large catfish.
If you let it slip it will harm the fish and
most likely you’ll lose some skin in the
process. Not to mention potential other

“...above all else avoid grabbing
them by the gills!”

Good catfish handling skills complement
good regulations.
injuries from their tendency to roll. These
big trophy fish are very strong.”
Finally, Doyle suggests putting the big
cats in a livewell to recuperate and gain
strength before returning them to the
water or taking them to the scales. If you
have been to a tournament where big fish
have been in an oxygenated livewell you
know the positive affect some time in the
well can have.
Burping for Release or Livewell
Sometimes catfish need to be burped.
If you ever caught a catfish from deep
water and tried to release it or put it into
the livewell and it turns on its side or
struggles to straighten itself, it’s possible
that it needs to be burped. B’n’M prostaff
angler Mark Blauvelt is a stickler for good
fish care so he keeps the necessary tools
on board to ensure a healthy release.
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“It happens when a fish comes from
deeper water,” explains Blauvelt. “When a
fish is reeled in too fast its air bladder can
swell up and trap too much air. It’s like a
diver in the ocean who comes up too fast
from deep water and gets the bends.”
“It works the same way with catfish,”
continued Blauvelt. “As we reel them in
from deeper water, say anything over 20
to 25 feet, air increases to a point where
the fish cannot adjust his air bladder and
two things will happen. First, the stomach
will be rock hard and swollen. Second, it’s
possible that his anus will be protruded.
These are sure signs the fish needs
some attention from the angler. When
these conditions exist, the fish should be
burped.”
Blauvelt describes two easy methods
that he uses to relieve the pressure on
the bladder. One requires a tool, the other
does not.
“The first way is to lay the fish with its

Oxygenated tanks at tournaments provide
another level of resuscitation for the fish and
also provide an opportunity to get the kids
interested in catfish.
belly down across your lap.” Instructed
Blauvelt. “Begin on the lower belly and
massage the stomach towards the mouth.
This process will push the air out of his
system. You will hear it when he burps
and you know you have done your duty.”
“The second method is a little more
difficult,” continued Blauvelt. “It also
involves a little more work but is a sure
way to decompress the fish. I carry a
small PVC pipe with holes drilled in it. I
carefully and slowly push the pipe down
the fish’s throat. As you slowly turn the
tube while pressing it against his tonsils
the throat will open. Now you can proceed
to slowly push the tube deeper until he
burps. Once you hear the burp, slowly
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pull the tube out and rinse it off.
For blue cats, Blauvelt uses the smallest Mark Blauvelt uses a tool made from PVC to
diameter PVC pipe he can find, say 1/4 burp larger fish and a turkey baster without
or 3/8-inch inside diameter. For channel
the bulb for smaller fish.
cats and smaller blues (5 pounds or less),
he uses the end of a turkey baster minus
the bulb. Both of these instruments are power to help us. The trophy catfish of
great tools to have in the boat, and with our lakes and rivers are a resource worth
practice, you’ll be saving these fish for protecting.
future anglers to enjoy. He also offered
some words of wisdom for first-time
burpers.
- Ron Presley
“I do suggest watching another angler
do it the first time,” concluded Blauvelt.
“You will learn quicker and have more
confidence when you do it yourself. I also
suggest that you do not look too closely
because you might get a load of projectile
catfish stomach contents on you. And trust
me it’s a smell you’ll soon not forget. If
it happens once, you’ll likely never make
that mistake again—trust me!”
Final Comments
Thankfully,
the
growing
catfish
community includes individual anglers,
families, and tournament teams that are
joining together to help preserve the
opportunity to enjoy the simple pleasure
of fishing for trophy catfish. The more we
do as individual members of the catfish
community the more likely we are to
get the attention of others who have the
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HOW TO?

B’n’M How To:
Fish Handling
with Brian Barton, B’n’M Poles
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Catfish Basics #061

Fish Care – Dustin Faul
D&T Customs

Dustin Faul is a fanatic about proper fish care. He is
convinced that the only way we will have trophy fish in
the future is to take care of them today. He believes in
it so much that he has named his boat “Catfish Lives
Matter.”
“I named the boat “Catfish Lives Matter” because
I wanted people to ask questions,” revealed Faul. “It
gives me the opportunity to teach people about catfish
conservation. I also want to encourage kids to catfish
and teach them the correct way to handle and release
catfish.”
He constantly urges catfish anglers to take time with the fish and treat them kindly.
Everyone knows the big cats can be slick and slimy and will be dropped occasionally. But
anglers should always do everything in their power not to drop them.
“More importantly, don’t just throw them into the weigh-tubs at tournaments,” suggested
Faul. “It’s not hard to place them in the tubs gently and it is a lot better for the fish.”
“Also make sure the air bladder has deflated before releasing the fish,” added Faul.
“Then it can swim safely back to the water depth it came from.”
“I lay the catfish across my kneecap and move it around on there. Some people use
pvc but it’s not as safe. I use the ball of the knee cap and put a little bit of pressure on the
fish until it burps. I have never had it fail me,” concluded Faul.
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by Keith “Catfish” Sutton

Anyone can capture memorable images of favorite catfishing excursions
using these simple tips.

W

e’re all familiar with the term CPR
as it relates to catfishing: Catch,
Photograph, Release. Practicing
CPR helps us assure we’ll have plenty of
cats, including some trophies, to bring joy
to all who love catfishing.
The P part of CPR—photograph—
probably doesn’t get as much attention
as it should. Many photos I see are poorly
made and some portray our sport in an
unfavorable manner.
If you’re the person being photographed,
or the one shooting the photos, don’t you
want them to be good? Of course, you do.
And shooting good catfishing photos really
isn’t that difficult, even if you’re a novice
with a camera. Following these simple

Shoot closeups of your catfish when they
are just caught, and focus on the eye for a
sharp, “live” look.
guidelines can get you started.
Carry a camera when you go
fishing. The reason most big catfish get
photographed indoors or in the carport is
because there’s no camera available on
the river or lake. The only way to avoid this
is to have a camera or smartphone ready
on the water. Keep it handy in a waterproof
bag until you need it, stowed in place that’s
handy yet safe.
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The right lens. If your camera
works with interchangeable lenses,
consider using a wide-angle zoom
lens in the 28-80mm range. Such
a lens is perfect for shooting most
catfishing photos. It lets you capture
your entire subject, even within the
confines of a small boat, and also
allows you to zoom in or out so you
can compose a variety of unique
shots. Point-and-shoot cameras
that allow wide-angle shooting are
good as well.
Shoot fresh. For the best images,
stop fishing and shoot several
photos as soon as you’ve landed a
cat you want to photograph. If you
keep a cat too long, especially in
warm weather, it will lose its natural
colors and start looking blotchy. Fish
like that don’t look good in photos.
Also, if you intend to release the
catfish in a healthy state, you need
to do so within seconds—another
good reason to shoot your photos
as soon as you land the fish. Have
a fishing companion hold the fish
in the water while you grab your
camera, then get your shots before
your fish becomes stressed and
starts looking unphotogenic.
Shoot “outside the box.” It’s
often difficult to position big flathead,
blue or channel cat for a good shot
when you and your companion are
in the same boat. If you’re fishing
with friends in another boat, you
can position the two crafts side by
side and shoot the fish as it is being
held by someone in the other boat.
Or pass the camera to your buddies
and have them shoot a picture of you
with your catch. If two boats aren’t
available, get out of your boat onto
the bank or in safe, shallow water
and photograph the fish while your
companion holds it. You may want
to carry some waders or hip boots
so you can do this without getting
soaked

Extraordinary photos often result when you get out
of the boat, or shoot from a second boat, while your
friends reenact a scene from your fishing day.
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Focus on the eye. Catfish have rounded
bodies. That means if you’re snapping a side
shot of the fish, different portions of the fish
lie in different planes of focus. If you focus
on the fish’s side, the eyes might be out of
focus, making the fish look lifeless and dull.
So, when snapping your shot, focus on the
eye instead. This will help assure you get
vibrant photos of a healthy looking fish.
Light right. When shooting in bright
sunlight, get in a position where the fish is
well lit, but keep the sun off one shoulder,
not directly behind you, so no shadows
appear in your photo. It may be simpler,
and the results are often more dramatic, if
you move in close and use fill flash to light
up your subject.
Dress bright. Ask your friends to wear
solid, brightly colored clothing on your
fishing trips. Shirts, jackets and hats that
are some shade of red, yellow, green
or purple stand out best in most fishing
scenes. Avoid white clothing if possible,
which tends to get lost against an overcast
sky or reflective water.

Clothing with bright, solid colors adds even
more pizzazz to an already good catfishing
photo.
Avoid a posed look. When photographing
people with catfish, try to avoid a posed
look. Have the person look at the fish, not
at the camera, and ask them to keep the
fish properly turned to display it best—not
belly up or turned at a funny angle. Avoid
those “grip-and-grin” shots all too typical of
the bait-shop bulletin board.
Avoid clutter in your photos. If you’re
in a boat, get rid of drink cans, used fishing
line, bloody cut bait and other items in the
background that can ruin a photo. Also
make sure your photos don’t show a fishing
rod or fishing line across the angler’s face.
And watch for the tip of a rod behind an
angler that may appear to be growing from
his head or shoulders.
Shoot a variety of photographs.
Photograph as many different aspects of
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your trip as possible. You’ll certainly want
to shoot photos of the fish you catch, but
also capture the setting, the season and
the people. Take pictures of people as
they’re relaxing, waiting for bite, or back in
camp cooking a mess of eaters for dinner.
Be attentive for opportunities to get photos
that show beautiful scenery and wildlife as
well. Organized together in a scrapbook or
computer slide show, a mixture of photos
such as this will provide lasting memories
that show all the facets of your fishing trip.
Take pictures near dawn and dusk. One
great way to capture dramatic catfishing
photos is to take some pictures at dawn or
dusk when the sky is blazing with brilliant
colors. Near dawn, fog and mist are likely to
rise from the lakes and streams, creating a
veiled light that gives the sun and landscape
elements a soft magical appearance. As
the sun sets, you can use fill flash to light
your subject and capture dramatic images
with vividly colored backdrops.
Instant replay. If you’ve missed the
original action, consider reenacting the
scene. Have a buddy place his hand (or a
landing net) and the whole fish under water
and bring it up sharply to create splashing
water. Do this immediately after a fish is
landed so it will still be fresh-looking, and
shoot with a fast shutter speed to stop the
action.
Make it easy for companions to shoot
photos. If you’re the only person with a
camera, instruct a companion in the use
of your camera before the action starts.
Use automatic settings, if possible, to
simplify the process of getting a good shot.
Then position the camera where it’s easily
Plan your photo time. If you can’t bring
accessible to both you and your friend. yourself to put your rod down and pick up
After all, you’re an important part of this a camera, plan an hour or so of your trip,
story, too.
near the end of the day if possible, just for
shooting photos. Set that period aside, and
get the pictures you want for your family
“…shooting good catfishing photos scrapbook or the bait-shop wall. You’ll be
glad you did.
really isn’t that difficult.”
- Keith Sutton
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Catfish Gear #015 — Hurricane Anchors

urricane Anchors are well known by
many catfish anglers for their durability
and effectiveness. The owners take
great pride in their work and always strive to
provide excellent customer satisfaction. The
customized anchors don’t only get the job
done, they look good too. With two sizes to
choose from anglers no longer have to worry
about slipping away from that favorite fishing
spot.
The 18-pound version will hold up to a 20foot deep-V or pontoon. Hurricane anchors
are powder coated for longer life. The
18-pound anchor sells for $70 plus shipping
and handling. A customized version with your
personal logo or artwork is available for $110.
When Lyle Stokes got his “Catfish Weekly”
version he joked that it was, “too purdy to
use.”
For anglers with larger boats the 24-pound,
plain powder coated, models sell for $75. The
customized models go for $115. Shipping
runs around $20 to $30, depending on where
you live.
“I was tired of my cheap Walmart anchor
pulling every time I anchored in current,”
commented Brandon Whaley. “So, I did some
research and talked to a few people and they
suggested a Hurricane Anchor. I bought an
18-pound model and needless to say I’ll never
switch to another anchor. It does everything I
need it to do!”
For more information visit and like their
Facebook page or call Chris Gaines at 864617-5929.
Brandon Whaley chose the 18-pound model.
“I love my Hurricane Anchors,” said Whaley.
“I wouldn’t change it for anything!”
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CFN How To:
Tournament Fish Care
with Jimmy Holbrook, Warrior Cat Tackle
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Catfish Basics #062

Lively Cut Bait – Wesley Mann,
Texarkana, Texas

Wesley Mann credits fresh bait and a special cut of that
bait for much of his success in catfishing. He learned what
he calls his “saltwater cut” on an offshore boat in Florida.
“First, I keep my gizzard shad on ice so they remain
fresh,” instructed Mann. “I want a 6- to 8-inch gizzard shad.
Starting at the rear, just like you were filleting it, make all
the way up to the gills. Flip it over and do the same thing to
the other side. Then carefully remove the spine and tail fin,
leaving the fillets and guts attached to the head.”
“Then use a double hook rig to present the bait,” continued Mann. “Put one
hook through the head and the stinger hook through just one of the fillets. When
this bait goes through the water the filets undulate and make the bait look like a
swimming fish as you drag it along.”
Mann really only likes this cut when he has the smaller 6- to 8-inch shad. He is
using one whole shad per line. He considers the larger shad too big for this cut.
On larger shad he prefers to cut them like you would a skipjack.
“What I call the ‘saltwater
cut’ really brings life to the bait,”
concluded Mann. “The flapping
fillets give the appearance of a
swimming fish and the way it is
cut there is a good release of
smell too.”
Mann removes the tail and
spline from 6- to 8-inch shad
before pinning on a double
hook rig. (Wesley Mann Photo)
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by Ron Presley

Catfish Lives Should Matter to Kids Too: Start em’ young and teach em’ right.

M

ost kids have a natural curiosity
about fishing. When they are young,
they mostly enjoy seeing the fish and
maybe touching them. As they get older,
they want to catch them. It’s when they
actually start catching fish with their elders
that they are prime targets to learn about
catfish conservation. It is the responsibility
of parents and mentors to take advantage
of their formative years to teach them about
conservation and why catfish lives matter.
The result may well be a child that
reflects the views of his parents and
mentors. Nothing is much more satisfying
than watching a young person grow into
adulthood with respect and love for the
outdoors and a desire to protect the
resources we enjoy.
We are reminded on a regular basis that
our outdoor resources are not unlimited and
it is our responsibility to nurture our youth
so they understand that too.
The simple act of taking them fishing
has to be done with forethought. Planning
ahead and doing those things that make for
an enjoyable outing will go far in having the
opportunity to not only teach them how to
fish, but also how to respect the fish and
practice good conservation.
In a previous issue of Catfish Now, Joe
Schmitt, Ph.D. and Fisheries Biologist,
gave these simple tips to consider when
taking kids fishing:

Using older kids to teach young kids is a
proven educational philosophy.
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1. Safety first. Always bring the
appropriate safety gear like children’s life
jackets, sunscreen, etc.
2. Keep them comfortable. If it’s winter
make sure they are dressed warmly. If it’s
35 degrees and blowing 30 mph, stay home.
3. Bring plenty to eat and drink. A hungry
child is a cranky child.
4. Know when to throw in the towel. If

“In the end we will conserve only
what we love; We will love only
what we understand; and we will
understand only what we are
taught.” —Baba Dioum, Senegalese
Conservationist 1968

Kids learn quickly. They sooner you
introduce them to proper fish handling and
CPR, the better they get at doing it.
you’ve been on the water for an hour or
two and nothing is happening, go home.
Children don’t have the drive, focus, or
patience of adults and won’t enjoy the trip
with no action.
So, if the overall trip is successful, it is
much easier to work in a little conservation
education. Even at an early age, there are
several things mentors can pass on if the
kids are focused and having a good time.
What Kids Can Learn About Equipment
Depending on what the individual mentor
uses in the way of gear, many opportunities
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exist to introduce youngsters to conservation
relate concepts. Simple rigging is a start.
They will understand immediately the need
for a hook to catch a fish. So, the mentor
can explain the workings of a circle hook
and why catfish are less likely to swallow
it. They can further explain that if they
don’t swallow the hook, they have a better
opportunity to swim away.
Probably the next thing would be the
livewell. The younger ones are going to want
to play in it and as they get older, they are
going to want to put big fish in it. The size
of the fish is not as important to begin with,
but as the kids get bigger the fish will too.
The point is, it is not that difficult to explain
the workings of a livewell and how it gives
the kiss of life to the fish and prepares it to
be released.
If you have a fish sling on the boat it

Avid catfish angler, Jimmy Holbrook,
demonstrates proper fish handling to a
young angler at the Santee Cooper Monster
Cat Quest.
can be used to explain how cradling fish
is better for their health than holding them
vertically by the jaw. It is also a good time
to teach them not to hold them by the gills.
What Kids Can Learn About Keeping
Fish
Once a fish is in the boat a variety of
things come up related to conservation.
First, a decision has to be made as to
whether to keep the fish or not. It is the
perfect opportunity to discuss selective
harvest. Explain to the child that it is better
to return the big fish to the water and only
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keep the small ones which are better to eat. You can also
explain to the child that it is better to return the big ones
because they are strong and make better babies. The level
of the discussion would obviously depend on the age of the
child.
This is also the perfect time to practice Catch Photo
Release (CPR). Since you have already explained why the
fish is going back in the water, you can teach the child how to
properly hold the fish to cause the least harm. Practice with
small fish that fit the abilities of the child and teach them to
cradle and support the fish as much as possible. Not only will
you get a great memory of the trip, but you are also developing
a youth with the ability to handle fish properly. It will pay big
dividends in the future, both for the fish and the youth.
In the end, you want your kids to have as much fun fishing
as you do. Hopefully, they will also come to love the sport
as much as you do. Anglers who attempt to teach their kids
about conservation naturally have to spend time with them.
That time spent is an additional benefit of the effort. And in
this day and age, time in the outdoors is time not spent on
electronic gadgets, but time spent on educational endeavors
that can actually benefit the future of the sport.
- Ron Presley

IF YOU’RE NOT USING DRIFTMASTER...
GOOD LUCK!

MADE IN USA
.COM

ROD HOLDERS &
TROLLING SYSTEMS
BLACK RIVER TOOLS, INC.

803-473-4927
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by Joseph D. Schmitt, Ph.D. and Fisheries Biologist

Our knowledge of other fish suggests that it is logical to release
the giants for the future of the species.

Highly variable growth rates
Most anglers enjoy catching big fish,
and blue catfish are one of the largest
freshwater fish you target in North America.
Regularly exceeding 100 pounds, only
sturgeon, alligator gar, flathead catfish,
and paddlefish fight in the same weight
class. While blue catfish can grow quite
large, research has demonstrated that less
than 1% of individuals will ever grow to
trophy sizes. In many systems, it can take
15-20 years for them to reach 30 inches
or so. Unlike many other gamefish, growth

Large blue catfish are rare, even in “good”
trophy water like the James River in Virginia.
This is what the average blue catfish looks
like from this system.
rates for blue catfish are variable and
unpredictable. Research has shown that a
20-year-old fish can weigh 5 pounds, or it
can weigh 120 pounds.
These patterns have been observed
in populations across the U.S., and they
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raise many questions. Are genetics
controlling growth rates? Are some fish
simply “programmed” to reach trophy
sizes? Could growth be controlled by other
factors like diet?
My own research shows that blue catfish
have incredibly broad diets and suggests
that some individuals may feed exclusively
on vegetation while other individuals may
feed exclusively on gizzard shad. Could
these feeding behaviors explain observed
differences in growth rates?
It seems intuitive that a fish slurping
down gizzard shad would grow faster than
one feeding on salad. To date, all of these
questions remained unanswered. In fact,
very little research has focused on blue
catfish compared to more popular species
like bass, walleye, and trout. Only one
thing is for certain; large blue catfish are a
rare anomaly.

A blue catfish like this may take 20+ years
to reach trophy size.

catch and release practices made popular
in the bass fishing arena. While the factors
controlling blue catfish growth are not fully
understood, our knowledge of other fish
suggests that releasing large individuals
is the logical choice.
First, if genetics control growth rates,
selective removal of large fish could mean
poorer growth for subsequent generations.
Releasing large fish would allow them
to continue to contribute their genetics
to the population through subsequent
reproductive events.
Second, numerous studies of other
species have shown that large females
produce more eggs, larger eggs, and
superior offspring when compared to
Ecological benefits of large fish
smaller females.
The popularity of trophy catfishing has
Third, the offspring from large females
increased steadily since the early 2000s, may be more resilient to unfavorable
and most trophy anglers now adhere to conditions, as bigger fish typically spawn
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earlier and for longer periods. If a weather
anomaly like a 30-year flood happens,
larger catfish will have a better chance at
reproductive success since it may be able
to avoid unfavorable circumstances.
While large female fish are evolutionarily
important for most fish species, both
genders are important for blue catfish.
Male blue catfish often grow larger than
females, and they actively defend their
spawning nests. Studies of other nestguarding species (like largemouth bass)
show that progeny from large males have
improved survival and fitness.
This protective instinct is most certainly
the case for large blue catfish, as any small
fish that tries to raid the nest of an angry
70-pound male catfish will get obliterated.
Ultimately, our knowledge of other fish
species insists that large individuals of
both genders are ecologically important to
blue catfish populations.
Mandatory release of large catfish is
the most logical approach for conserving
these rare animals, and many states now
enforce limits on larger fish (for example,
Oklahoma only allows one fish over 30
inches to be harvested per day).
Blue catfish are very durable animals;
therefore, catch and release should be
effective since post-release mortality is
usually less than 5%, even when caught
with more stressful gears like juglines,
trotlines, and limblines.
While conserving large fish is important,
a recent study also suggests that excessive
harvest of small individuals can damage
the growth potential of a population.
This means that commercial harvest
of small individuals could damage the
trophy potential of a system, but so could
excessive recreational harvest. While
casual harvest of a few eater-size cats by
the average rod and reel angler is unlikely
to be an issue, I have seen extensive use
of juglines and trotlines by recreational
fisherman in reservoirs in Oklahoma.
Some of these guys might be harvesting
their limit on a daily or weekly basis, which
could add up to a substantial drain on the

resource.
Interestingly, most of these heavilyfished systems were what we called “meat
factories” that routinely produced 5-to
15-pound fish, but rarely produced fish
over 40 pounds. It’s quite possible that
the constant harvest of catfish lowered
the density and individual longevity just
enough to essentially eliminate trophy fish
from the population.

“…it is probably not wise to
eat catfish over 20 pounds.”
Think about it—trophy blue catfish are
already a rare anomaly and generally
exhibit faster growth than other individuals.
What are the odds of one of these rare
beasts surviving to 20 years old when it
has to constantly swim through a maze
of 6/0 circle hooks baited with tasty shad
chunks? Every year, the probability of
survival gets lower, and after 20 years, the
probability may well be near zero if fishing
pressure is high enough.
Health Concerns
Catch and release seems especially
important for blue catfish, as these rare
fish often take decades to reach trophy
sizes. Additionally, eating large catfish
of any species is foolish from a human
health standpoint, because many of
these fish will have contaminant burdens
(methyl-mercury, PCBs, DDT, and PBDEs)
that exceed the EPA’s recommended
thresholds.
While some rivers and reservoirs may
be better than others, pretty much all inland
waters have issues with persistent lipophilic
contaminants, all of which are magnified
as they move up the food chain, through a
process called “biomagnification”.
This means that older, predatory fish
are most likely to be “hot” or contain
high contaminant loads. Many of these
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contaminants are dangerous neurotoxins,
and pose a serious health risk for pregnant
women, children, and the elderly. Research
has shown that eating large blue, channel,
and flathead catfish is a sure-fire way to
ingest these contaminants.
In tidal rivers in Virginia, blue catfish
begin to carry excessive contaminant loads
once they reach approximately 22 inches,
meaning the health-conscious consumer
should probably stick to eating fish in the
1- to 3-pound range. These consumption
advisories will vary from location to
location, but it is probably not wise to eat
catfish over 20 pounds from any location.
Conclusion
Trophy blue catfish are a blast to
catch, and deserve our admiration and
respect. These fish are rare and often take
decades to reach trophy size, and may be
ecologically important to the future of the
species. Releasing these giants allows
them to contribute to future generations
of blue cats, and may provide future
angling opportunities through subsequent
recapture.
- Joe Schmitt
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Trophy Catfish for the Future

by Ron Presley

Monsters on the Ohio Shines in Tournament Conservation Efforts

M

ost tournament directors and catfish
anglers, in general, put a high value
on fish care at their tournaments. Anglers can do their part by making sure they
have what it takes to keep those fish alive.
Adequate livewells, oxygen supply, and health
care chemicals are part of what many anglers
do.
Monsters on the Ohio, directed by Aaron
Wheatley, has long been known for the extra
mile they go to be sure the fish are taken care
of. It is his own passion for taking care of the
fish that led him to include catfish conservation as an important element of his tourna-

Monsters on the Ohio 2017 champs Tyler
Moses (C) and Bill Parfitt(R) hold an example
of the kind of fish that Wheatley works hard
to protect. Monsters on the Ohio Photo
ment strategy.
Wheatley believes a big part of taking care
of the fish begins with his facility. Monsters on
the Ohio operates out of English Park in Owensboro, KY.
“I am blessed to have English Park for my
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venue,” offered Wheatley. “I have lots of room
to handle boats and it’s is still comfortable. Volunteer drivers pull each team up to the
You have to have the right circumstances. You stage to enjoy the experience of pulling their
fish out in front of the crowd. Once a team
gotta’ have the right amount of room.”
His major focus is on how much time the is finished with weigh-in another volunteer
fish spend in the weigh-in line. He does not driver is ready to pull the next rig up to the
stage. Monsters on the Ohio Photo
want them out of the water more than 15 minutes for the weigh-in process. That is measured from when the boats come out of the weigh-in activities.
water until they get to the stage and weigh-in.
• Schedule Fish and Wildlife biologists to
The fish will only be out of the livewell a small measure, weigh, and check fish health. This
fraction of that time.
information can be used in scientific research.
• Keep the weigh-in line short by staging
The Process
in the water on return from fishing. CompetiIn order to run efficiently Wheatley’s pro- tors can keep the fresh water pumping into the
cess includes a lot of volunteers. When you livewell. Boats are brought ashore with a goal
consider the number of steps in his process it of keeping the weigh-in line at about 10 boats
is easy to understand why. Consider this list of long.
conservation-minded tasks that are performed
• Supply fish baskets two boats deep in
at Monster on the Ohio.
the line so small fish can be removed from the
livewell before reaching the stage. All that’s
• Choose an adequate facility to park all left is to pull the big ones out and show them
vehicles and navigate smoothly through the to the crowd.
29 Catfish NOW April 2019

CATFISH CONSERVATION

• Supply volunteer drivers to take all anglers through the weigh-in line in their boat.
This saves time in line by eliminating an angler/driver from getting in and out of the tow
vehicle and also lets the team enjoy the experience of the crowd in front of the stage.
Saving 30 seconds per boat, with 100 boats,
saves 50 minutes.
• Prepare to weigh weak fish early by
opening the scales.
• Provide an oxygenated tank at weigh-in
for any weak fish. Monsters on the Ohio uses
a 200-gallon tank to received weak fish and
provide resuscitation.
• Have plenty of volunteers to return fish
to the water in a timely manner.

Plenty of volunteer staff are always on hand
to speed up the weigh-in process and save
precious time in the weigh-in line.
Monsters on the Ohio Photo

possibilities are with this natural resource that
is right here in our waters.”
“They come up out of the water, they are
weighed, and they are checked by fish and
wildlife,” concluded Wheatley. “Then they are
taken straight back to the water, which is only
50 feet from where they are weighed. I don’t
know of anything else we could do to make
the weigh-in go faster.”
As more and more tournament directors
Each of these tasks contributes to a shorter and individual anglers adopt procedures that
weigh-in time which contributes greatly to suc- benefit the health of the fish, the catfish comcessful live releases and low mortality rates. munity is doing their part to promote catfish
“With me being from here in Kentucky, con- conservation.
servation is one of the reasons I started my
tournament,” revealed Wheatley. “I wanted to
show the guys at the Kentucky Department of
Fish and Wildlife Resources (KFW) what the
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Why We Catfish

A Guest Editorial by Bradley Doyle

Veteran angler finds therapy on the water.

M

y Granny and her whole family survived
on the Trinity River in Texas by fishing
during the Great Depression. I’ve been
catfishing since I was in the womb because
my mama and daddy would drag a flatbottomed boat out on the water when mama
was eight months pregnant to go fishing on
the weekends.
As a child I’d sit on a 5-gallon bucket on the
river bank with a couple of fishing poles from
early morning to dark, every day, throwing a
cast net, sitting on bait, waiting for fish. We
went from fishing with cane poles to gradually
upgrading to rod and reel. We trot lined, limb
lined, you name it—catfish is what we chased.
Every weekend, and sometimes in the
middle of the week, through my teenage
years, my daddy would take me out on the
water. Our outdoors time was always spent

Bradley Doyle uses his fishing as therapy
to reconnect with his past and make day to
day problems seem smaller.
fishing or hunting. We would hit several lakes
over the course of a weekend, spending 3
days and 2 nights on the boat. Fishing all day
and fishing all night is how my daddy kept me
out of trouble and in line.
Instead of leaving me to my own devices
with friends, daddy would carry me, and even
my friends fishing to keep us out of trouble
and help instill a passion that would ultimately
define who I am. He taught me to never stop
improving and to always try new tactics. He
put a drive in me to be the best and always to
learn. He didn’t settle for putting the bait on,
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cast it in the water, and wait. No, he taught me
to actually study the water, the weather, new
techniques, and the fish.
I continued to fish through my teenage
years and early twenties but got away from
fishing as an adult when I was raising six kids
and working around the clock. After returning
home from Iraq, my therapy was being on the
water. That’s how I got back to fishing, fishing
seriously.
Whether I catch the fish of a lifetime or no
fish at all, it brings me balance. Between my
relationship with nature and history of fishing,
it reconnects me to who I am and helps make
the world’s problems seem a little bit smaller.
It wasn’t until after I became a full-time
fishing guide that my mama told me something
I said as a small child. I told my granny that I
was going to be a fisherman when I grew up.
Realistically, it wasn’t anything more than a
possibility for retirement. My granny has been
one of the most influential people in my life.
Taking her fishing on my guide boat would

Doyle has a passion for trophy cats like this,
but he also enjoys sharing his passion with
others, especially kids.
be her proudest moment, but a moment we’ll
have to share on the other side.
I pass my love for fishing on to others by
taking them fishing on my guide boat. I also
work as a volunteer teaching hundreds of
kids how to fish each year through the Texas
Trophy Catfish Association.
Kids these days are very disconnected from
reality, and in our current political climate, they
are so confused on the most undeniable of
biological facts. They don’t even know which
bathroom to use. In a world where you can
claim to be a man, woman, dog or cat, even
an alien, and get out there and demand to be
recognized as such, fishing simplifies it all.
The more you can get kids out in nature
and teach them simple truths, the less the
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moral confusion in the world can get into
their head. I like to show them the sense of
accomplishment that accompanies success.
And when the fishing trip is not successful, to
just be content to enjoy nature itself. Bringing
kids back to nature and seeing the smiles
on their faces is more rewarding to me than
making more money working anywhere else.
Teaching them the importance of conservation
so that it continues the tradition that I enjoyed
so much all my life. To be able to pass that on
to the next generation is a thrill.
My most memorable moment catfishing
was going out with a buddy and landing a
record-breaking 67-pound blue catfish on
video. That, in turn, was picked up by Houston
news, which is obviously one of the largest
cities in the world. I never figured I’d be on the
news without being in handcuffs.
I catfish because I grew up doing it and
catfish is also my favorite food. Now that I’m
a guide and inventor I have a major passion
for the trophy side of catfishing and educating
the younger generation. I can only hope that
I’m able to instill a passion in these young
children I work with just as my great mentors
have instilled in me.

Epilogue:
Bradley Doyle is a single father and US
Army veteran. He is also the owner/operator
of Bradley’s Guide Service (936-232-4683), a
full-service fishing charter on Lake Conroe in
Texas; the inventor and co-owner of Catfish
Bubblegum and Bradley’s Bite Enhancer;
and Vice President of Texas Trophy Catfish
Association (TXTCA).
Organized as a 501c3 non-profit charity
organization, TXTCA is involved with extensive
community outreach aimed at getting children
outdoors and teaching them how to fish. The
organization has a mission “To protect and
preserve Trophy Catfish in Texas waters
through spreading awareness, encouraging
action, practicing CPR, and educating the
fishing community with goals to improve state
regulations.”
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- Bradley Doyle

CATFISH CALENDAR
(Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.)
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
May
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY

13th
13th
13th
13th
13th
13th
13th
13th
13th
14th
20th
20th
20th
20th
26th
27th
27th
27th
27th
27th
27th
27th
28th
28th
3rd -4th
4th
4th
4th
4th
4th
4th
4th
4th
4th
4th
8th

BASS PRO SHOPS CABELA’S KING KAT
CATFISH MAFIA TOURNAMENT SERIES
CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACK CATFISHING
FISHN BLUES
FLATHEAD BLUES
M&J CATFISH WAR
REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATFISH
ALABAMA CATFISH SERIES
FISHN BLUES
INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
OHIO VALLEY TOURNAMENT SERIES
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOCIATION
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
JKV CATFISHING TOURNAMENT TRAIL SerIES
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
SOUTH WEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS
BASS PRO SHOPS CABELA’S KING KAT
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
CATFISH MAFIA TOURNAMENT SERIES
CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
FLATHEAD BLUES
ICATS
INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
KERR LAKE MADDKATTERS
REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE

LAKE WATEREE
SUSQUEHANNA RIVER/CITY ISLAND
NEVARRO MILLS
UCHEE CREEK
ELLSWORTH
HOOVER RESERVOIR
GORDON BOAT RAMP
MADISON
WATTS BAR LAKE
WAVERLY
DEMOPOLIS ACCESS AREA
ELLSWORTH
MONROE LAKE
KENNEDY STATE MARINA
ASHLAND CITY TN
RMP CHENEY RESERVOIR
DITTO LANDING
CLINTON LAKE
OWENSBORO RAMP
KALAMAZOO RIVER
GRENADA
HENRY II
ABERDEEN BOAT RAMP
TCO BURLINGTON IA
WATTS BAR LAKE
JAMES RIVER
CLINTON LAKE
SUSQUEHANNA RIVER/SANBURY PA
STILLHOUSE HOLLOW
HOOVER RESERVOIR
CORALVILLE/MEHAFFEY BOAT RAMP
PATOKA LAKE
KERR LAKE
TBD
LAKE WYLIE
NORTH LANDING
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TRAIL
BIG MONEY SHOOTOUT/DAY
TRAIL
CLUB
KIDS DERBY
CLUB
CLUB/NIGHT
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB/DAY
SERIES
SHOOTOUT
HONOR A VET
SERIES
CLUB
CLUB
TRAIL
POINTS 1 DAY
AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY
TRAIL
TRAIL
DAY
CLUB
CLUB
SUPER
TRAIL
SERIES
SERIES/DAY
TRAIL
CLUB
SERIES
POINTS 2 NIGHT
NIGHT
CLUB
FINAL
CLUB

Tournament
Tournament Results
Results
BASS PRO SHOPS CABELA’S KING KAT

MARCH 16th

WHEELER LAKE

1. Jerry Ishcomer/Noah Ishcomer/Stacey Gaston
2. Carl Morris Jr/Rob Parsons
3. Joey Pounders/Brad Box
4. James Rice/Maurice Rice
5. Greg Edwards/Dale Kerns

156.9
143.72
136.78
126.52
123.88

BIG FISH
1. Carl Morris Jr/Rob Parsons

MARCH 16th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

114.96

CATFISH MAFIA TOURNAMENT SERIES
GOLDSBORO

Roger Sauder
CJ Markley
Andrew Lentz
Jessie Deitz
Rob Hildebrand & Steve Fraddosio

TIED

43.8
43
42
40.4
40.2

BIG FISH
1. Chad Barton

MARCH 16th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

12.6

CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
LAKE WHITNEY

Tight Liners
Pezsimistic
DRTW
Catastrophic
Thirsty

64.75
61.86
58.83
56.95
55.04

BIG FISH
1. Catastrophic

MARCH 16th

22.83

FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2
HOOVER RESERVOIR

1. Joe Hatfield/Kyle Gibney
2. Shawn Dauphin/Craig Williams

25.2
22

BIG FISH
1. Joe Hatfield/Kyle Gibney

14
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MARCH 16th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
TANNERS CREEK

Aaron Kersey/Zeda
Cale Cleary/Ross McClure
Chico Stephen Terry/Gene Webster
Scott Wiseman/Jim Heck
Jack Arnold/Blake King

25.3
21
13.2
11.4
5.3

BIG FISH
1. Aaron Kersey/Zeda

MARCH 23rd - 24th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

8.9

FISHIN’ BLUES
ELLSWORTH

Adam Shriver/Terry Alexander
Chris Baldwin/Kyli Baldwin
Evan Davis/Lane Davis
Mike Orr/Pam Orr
Ridge McClure/Jared Cassidy Young

165.03
106.08
50.07
44.13
41.14

BIG FISH
1. Adam Shriver/Terry Alexander

MARCH 23rd
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

39.15

HOLD’em HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
WILSON LAKE

Jared Robertson
Cad Daly
Mickey Cromin
Robin East
Warren Simmons

99.9
79.4
71.8
66.8
51.7

BIG FISH
1. Robin East

MARCH 23rd
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

66.8

INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
LEAVENWORTH

Jody Beavin/Aaron Poole
George Lamaster/Walter Gibson
Justin/Caleb Alford/Mason Spangle
Tommy Reed/Terry Romer
Casey Tutorrow/Nick Han/Joey Enoch

104.3
78.7
64.7
56.4
53.6

BIG FISH
1. George Lamaster/Walter Gibson

66.1
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MARCH 30th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

MILFORD LAKE

Justin Cook/Gary Ryan
Blake McPherren/Jamie Jackson
Kevin Parks/Ryan Gnagy
Ty Wolf/Troy Kulhmann
John Bberglund/Eddie Henney

98.64
95.34
88.34
68.14
66.5

BIG FISH
1. Blake NcPherren/Jamie Jackson

55.56

SOUTH WEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB

MARCH 30th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

ROCKY FORK LAKE

Rusty Coe/Steve Ida/Daniel Vance
Willie Smith/Nick Anderson
Skip Martin/Larry Martin
Matt Bechdolt/Vic Shepherd/Jeff Eyre
Bink Fox/Janet Fox

63
59.3
58.7
54.3
52.4

BIG FISH
1. Rusty Coe/Steve Ida/Daniel Vance

MARCH 30th

25.1

WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS
PICKWICK

1. Steve Hearn/Shannon Crowder
2. Larry Muse/Frank & Dino Meador
3. Jeff Kirkpatrick/Justin Russell

125.93
75.59
61.57

BIG FISH
1. Steve Hearn/Shannon Crowder

APRIL 6th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

73.28

BASS PRO SHOPS CABELA’S KING KAT
CUMBERLAND RIVER

Anthony Murphy/Michael Snyder
Tim Spencer/Mickey Hammers
Sam Cate/Chris Vittetoe
William West/Ronnie Duncan
Carl Morris Jr/Rob Parsons

128.94
111.12
105.6
105.12
82.38

BIG FISH
1. Tim Spencer/Mickey Hammers

50.96
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APRIL 6th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
PERRY LAKE

Parks/Fischer
Blankenship/Eustler
Blevins/Pressley
Thelen/Thelen
Atkins/Atkins

91.55
57.8
39.85
38.9
38.1

BIG FISH
1. Thelen/Thelen

APRIL 6th

38.9

FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2
HOOVER RESERVOIR

1. Chase Runyon/Davey Alexandria
2. Ted Acreman/Joe Acreman
3. Eddie Smith/Mike Stickdorn

15.2
2.6
1.8

BIG FISH
1. Chase Runyon/Davey Alexandria

APRIL 6th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

14

INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
TURTLE CREEK

Halcomb/Mitchner
Miller/Smith
Remington/Shirley
Thompson/Nuagester
Long/McAnulty

31.4
25.5
24.8
23.5
21.9

BIG FISH
1. Wiseman/Wiseman

APRIL 6th

9.5

KERR LAKE MADKATTERS
KERR LAKE

1. Team Redbeard
2. Team Meat Out
3. Team Tarantula

63.38
60.47
46.56
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Tournament Results
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB

APRIL 6th

LAKE WATEREE

1. Blake Williams/Jamie Williams/Gerald Beck
2. Joseph Spittle/Paige Spittle/Christopher
Helms
3. Evan Martin/Larry Godwin
4. Justin Taylor/Josh Whittaker/Brandon Shoffner
5. William Harvey/Watson Hayes/Tommy Hayes

72.55
70.75
69
63.8
62.65

BIG FISH
1. Jason Clinton/Chris Clinton/Garrett Adkins
2. Justin Taylor/Josh Whittaker/Brandon Shoffner

40.3
40.25

TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS

APRIL 7th

LAKE OF THE OZARKS

1. Joe Bell/David Burts
2. Jake Durhake/Brian Wintergalen/Wade Kaminski
3. Jason Shaw/Kevin Woolfolk
4. Kyle Johnson/Tim Gunther/Hayden Gunther
5. Ron King/Buddy Weisenburger/Craig Simler

75.2
60.77
55
48.6
48.3

BIG FISH
1. Kyle Johnson/Tim Gunther/Hayden Gunther
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CATFISH CLUBS

Corrections or additions contact us at catfishnow.com
CLUB

Link

ALABAMA CATFISH SERIES
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
BASS PRO CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
CATFISH CONFERENCE
CATFISH NATION OUTDOORS
CATFISH MAFIA
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS
CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACK CATFISHING
CHICK FIGHT
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOCIATION
FISHIN BLUES
FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2
GET-N-HOOKED
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
ICATS
INDIANA CATFISH
J.K.V. CATFISHING TOURNAMENT TRAIL
KANAWHA RIVER CATFISH CLUB
KERR LAKE MADKATTERS
M&J CATFISH WAR
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI RIVER MONSTERS
MONSTERS ON THE OHIO
OHIO VALLEY CATFISHING
OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
SCHEELS BOUNDRY BATTLE CATFISH TOURNAMENT
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA MO RIVER CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHWEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
TNT CATFISHING
TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB
TRI STATE KATS
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
TUG-N-JUGS
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS

FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
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May future suns rise over
plenty of trophy cats!
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