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Shoreline fishing is fun,
relaxing and productive as
witnessed by this angler
fishing from the bank on the
St. Johns River in Florida.
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by Keith “Catfish” Sutton

Cast from shore and hook a big one!

W

ant to catch a fat spring catfish that’ll
tip the scales at 20 or more pounds,
or a mess of smaller cats for a fish
fry? Head straight to the nearest big-river
dam. In the tailwater there—the stretch of fast
water just downstream from the dam—you’re
almost sure to find good fishing for channel
cats, blues and/or flatheads.
As spring progresses, fishing improves
for several weeks. Shad and other baitfish
move into the riprapped tailrace to feed and

It can be tough fishing the swirling
maelstrom of a tailwater, but a long pole
and sturdy spinning reel can help you place
casts where big cats lurk.
spawn and in doing so provide an abundant,
concentrated food source for cats. Many catfish
move upstream as their summer spawning
times nears, looking for tributaries where they
make upstream runs to lay eggs. These fish
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add to the population, making this season a
top time for catching loads of heavyweight fish
before spawning activities begin.
Many jumbo catfish hold in the “grooves”
of slower-moving water between openings in

Grooves of slower-moving water below
concrete dam structures are where most
catfish hold to feed. Cast there for success.
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the dam. When water is released, the fastest
flow is in the center of the discharge, and the
slowest water is on the outer edges of the
flow. All surface water appears to move at the
same speed, but the area of water between
two discharges—the groove—is actually
slower-moving water where cats usually hold.
Fishing these grooves is more productive than
fishing the main current.
Chunks of cut-bait are the perfect
enticement. Slice a shad, herring or sucker
into 1-inch chunks. (Larger pieces are difficult
to present properly in the swift current.) Push
the hook once through the bait, leaving the
point exposed to ensure a good hook-set.
A basic three-way rig with a Kahle hook
and bell sinker works great in this situation.
(See sidebar.) The sinker should be heavy
enough so the current won’t drag your bait too
fast across the bottom. Cast toward the dam
and into the head of a groove, letting the rig
sink. If you’ve hit the groove properly, your rig
should stop when it hits bottom. If you missed
the groove, you’ll feel the bait tumbling along
at a fast clip. Practice enables you to know for
sure what’s happening.
When you hit the groove, allow your bait
to remain in one spot as long as possible.
Cats swim from one end of the cone-shaped
groove to the other, over and over. The
grooves usually are short, 50 feet or less,
so it shouldn’t take long for a cat to find your
enticement. When one does, its strike will
be hard and unmistakable. Point your rod tip
toward the cat when it hits and set the hook.
If cats quit biting in one groove, reposition
your bait in a similar location and try again.
Water flow through a dam increases or
decreases as power requirements or water
levels demand. So even though water runs
continuously, the flow may change several
times daily. When the flow changes, cats
often move and search out more slack water
in which to feed.
The washout hole, a depression scoured
in the river bottom by the forceful action of
water releases from the dam, is another
important tailwater catfishing area. In most
cases, it starts at the dam face and extends
downstream for many yards. If safety factors
permit and you can fish from a boat, you can

Tailwater Bottom Rig
A three-way rig works great for
tailwater catfish. Tie your main
line to one eye of a three-way
swivel, and add drop lines 12 and
24 inches long to the swivel’s
other two eyes. Tie a 1/0 to 5/0
Kahle hook to the longer drop
line and a 1/2- to 4-ounce bell
sinker (heavier in swifter current)
to the other.
With this rig, your sinker
stays on the bottom while your
bait rides high. This is a highly
versatile presentation, useful for
both still fishing and drift-fishing.
use a fish finder to pinpoint the downstream
lip of the hole where most cats hold. This will
appear as a sharp drop discernable as you
move toward the dam. If the washout hole is
within the danger zone off limits to boaters,
you’ll have to speculate on its position and fish
it by casting to it from the shore.
A jig/cutbait combo works great in this
situation. Impale a chunk of cutbait on a 1- to
2-ounce leadhead. Move upstream as far as
safety permits, then cast to the washout, let
the bait sink to the bottom and crank it up a
foot or so. Use your motor to maintain a speed
that keeps your bait vertical as your boat
drifts, or let the bait bounce along bottom as
you keep a tightline from the bank. When your
enticement reaches the downstream lip of the
washout hole, you should feel the bait start
moving up the drop and dragging across the
lip of the hole. This is when most strikes occur.
If you get one, great. If not, continue drifting
the bait until it’s on the shelf below the hole,
then reel up your rig, move back upstream
and drift a bait through it again.
Fishing from a boat in the churning water
below a dam often is dangerous, impractical
or illegal. But, unfortunately, the shore-bound
angler will face some distinct disadvantages.
Pinpointing casts to distant catfish-holding
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structures is more difficult, and current billows
your line, dragging your rig out of position
when you do. Fighting big fish is more difficult
and time-consuming. Anglers may be crowded
together, leading to tangles and tussles.

“…its strike will be hard and
unmistakable.”
Shore fishing can be productive, however,
if you use the proper equipment to work your
rig in the tailwater. Use a long rod—a 10- to
14-foot surf-casting rod is ideal—to achieve
greater distance on your casts. Holding the
rod tip high minimizes the amount of line in the
water for better bait presentations and also
lessens your chance of getting snarled with
nearby fishermen. Spinning and bait-casting
reels both work fine, but you’ll achieve longer
casts with a good heavy-duty spinning reel.
Use line no less than 30-pound-test when
targeting big catfish.
Carry plenty of sinkers and/or leadhead
jigs. You’re going to lose many, if you’re fishing

Casting from shore in a rocky tailwater can
produce monster catfish like this big blue
for anglers who properly prepare with the
right baits and tackle.
where you need to be. Let your rig settle, then
try to get it to hold. Leave it in one spot a few
minutes, then move the bait again to be sure
it hasn’t tumbled into a hole where cats can’t
find it.
Regardless of how you fish, remember
that constant water flow through the dam
is necessary to maintain good catfishing
conditions. Should dam operators close all
gates, catfishing success will take a nosedive
until ample water flow is restored. The best
catfishing generally coincides with periods of
moderate water flow, when several gates are
open.
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- Keith Sutton

CATFISH BASICS

Catfish Basics #065

Bank Bait – Lee Hannon,
Mississippi

Lee Hannon is proof positive that you don’t need a boat
to catch big catfish. Lee is known for his ability to throw
baits from the bank and hook up with the big ones.
He has been described by friends as a “local bank fishing
legend.” Hannon has proven his skills time and time again on
his stompin’ grounds which he describes as the Tennessee
River in Iuka, Mississippi up to Florence, Alabama and the
Tennessee–Tombigbee Waterway in Mississippi.
“Bank fishing is all about putting your time in,” instructed
Hannon. “What I usually look for from the bank is the bait. If
I’m consistently catching a particular kind of bait then that’s
the bait I want on my hook where I’m fishing.”
Hannon also identifies a mistake that he sees shorebound angers make way to often. He say’s that once you locate a good spot pay attention
to where you cast.
“I see bank fishermen do this a lot this time of year,” offered Hannon. “They make their
casts too long. Most all of my big fish come from 10 to 15 feet out in front of me. And, it is
for the same reason. The bait is closer in and so are the hungry fish.”
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HOW TO?

B’n’M How to Video:
Best Bait
with Ron Presley
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Catfish Gear #017 — Practical, Rugged, and Convenient – Driftmaster Fishing Rod Holders

D

riftmaster
Rod
Holders
are
considered the standard of the
industry by many anglers. They are
based on years of angler testing on the
water and continued improvements in the
shop.
With models available for all different
fishing situations, Driftmaster products
enjoy a reputation for excellence in quality,
dependability, and service. They have a
variety of different bases that allow the
holders to be fitted to any boat under any
circumstances. Driftmaster Rod Holders

Chattanooga area catfish guide Ty Konkle
chooses the Driftmaster two position rod
holders on his custom rod bar. He sets the
B’n’M rods at the 30-degree to suspend or
as shown in this photo, at the 50-degree
position to anchor fish.
are designed with longevity and durability
in mind.
“We design our products to last a
long time,” says Driftmaster owner David
Baynard. “They are designed to be used
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Cad Daly has his rod rack decked out with
Driftmaster Rod Holders. He chooses them
for their strength and ability to hold up to big
cat bites.

Carolina and carry a lifetime unconditional
warranty. Baynard takes great pride in the
company’s ability to match rod holders to
specific boats and fishing requirements.
Better yet, all Driftmaster rod holders are
made in the USA and guaranteed for life
against breakage!
“If any of our products ever break just
send it to us and get a new one,” says
Baynard. “We do not require a receipt
or proof of purchase. We know that it’s
ours and if it breaks we are going to stand
behind it.”

by a good size man on a rough day. You
never know what he might grab during
the trip. We don’t want anything breaking
because it is not strong enough.”
Driftmaster designs have an eye
for the angler, but also for the fact that
people use their boats for different things.
The result is a product line that can be
easily removed from the boat. When the For information on Driftmaster and Black
family goes water skiing they don’t need River Tools visit the website at www.
the various rod holders and accessories driftmaster.com or call 803-473-4927.
cluttering up the boat. With Driftmaster
that is not a problem, since they can be
taken off in minutes.
Driftmaster products are made in South
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by Ron Presley

Adventure donors deliver the goods at Guntersville

U

nited Special Sportsman Alliance, Inc.
(USSA) is an all-volunteer 501(c)(3)
non-profit wish-granting charity. They
are the perfect organization for a bunch of
catfish anglers to hook up with because the
catfish community loves to share.
USSA recently held one of their Child Wish
programs in Alabama at Lake Guntersville.
The April 26 to 28, 2019 gathering was
USSA’s 11th annual fishing event on Lake
Guntersville where the organization pairs kids
and captains for some fishing and fun. USSA

Noah Ishcomer and Larry Muse are shown
here with one of the camper families and a
nice Guntersville blue.
provides lodging, food, and volunteer boat
captain/guides to deliver a special experience
to disabled, and critically-ill youth ages 4 to 19
years old.
“The primary goal for this event was
giving the families a place of peace to focus
on the quality of life, family ties, and the
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wonders of our natural world.” Offered Brigid
O’Donoghue, COB, CEO, and Founder United
Special Sportsman Alliance. “The anglers who
donated time and resources made this event
a dream come true!”
This latest event focused on fishing, but art
and craft projects were available for the 17 kids
in attendance. Each child was with a family
member, because USSA believes strongly in
keeping the family together.
“The guides are essential to the success of
the children’s fishing trip,” O’Donoghue said.
“They share their fishing skills, expertise,
and hands-on experience with the children.
The friendship developed between guide and
family usually continues after the fishing trips
end.”
Anglers from four states and their special
families enjoyed time together at Camp
Cha-La-Kee in Guntersville, AL where the

Jeff Dodd’s camper was confined to a
wheelchair, but that didn’t stop him from
reeling in a big old blue cat.
adventure was staged. Lake Guntersville did
not disappoint as quality fish were caught for
the enjoyment of the campers.
“Everyone was filled with the anticipation of
catching some nice bass and catfish as they
left the dock,” continued O’Donoghue. “Thanks
to the beautiful weather and knowledgeable
fishing guides, outstanding fish were reeled in
by these eager youngsters and parents and
everyone had an enjoyable experience. Time
spent together in the great outdoors is always
peaceful and healing for everyone who is in
the presence of their Creator!”
Joyce and Larry Muse are long time
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participants in the event. Joyce provides
onshore volunteer help while Larry acts as
one of the boat captains taking the families
out on the water to fish.
“Every time we are privileged to do an
event like this it changes my life,” commented
Joyce. “All the families and children just make
a person stop and think how much God has
blessed them.”
“Sometimes we take out families whose
child is afflicted with a terminal illness,” added
Larry Muse. “The child doesn’t normally get to
do anything but make Dr. appointments. It’s
a blessing to all involved to share the time on
the water.”
B’n’M Poles prostaffer Jeff Dodd also
provided his boat and expertise to the USSA
event. He loved seeing the response from the
kid’s when they got their chance to reel in a
fish.
“The kid’s event is awesome,” said Dodd.

Catfish were king for a day, trumped only by
the smiles on the campers faces.
“Just being on the water is a big deal to the
kids. But the look on their face when you hand
them the rod is priceless.”
“Just a teenage fish is huge to them,” joked
Dodd. “But a 30 or 40 pounder gets them
saying things like ‘man oh man this thing
feels like a bull dozer.’ Maybe not to us, but to
these kids a 35-pound fish is definitely a SAD
DADDY!”
“It’s was exciting for me just to see all this
transpire,” concluded Dodd. “It is a great feeling
knowing that you just helped these kids catch
a fish of a lifetime! It’s also very humbling to
realize that the things we think are important
in life really don’t amount to a hill of beans. I
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cannot wait for the next event.”
O’Donoghue gave special thanks to
USSA’s Alabama Rep. Joe Davis and his
fantastic staff, participating anglers, the Heart
of the Valley YMCA, Camp Cha La Kee, and
all the volunteers for assisting USSA’s special
families to enjoy an unforgettable fishing trip,
great fellowship, and newfound friends.

“…time spent together in the great
outdoors is always peaceful and
healing...”
From the USSA website: USSA is composed
of a 100% volunteer staff from all walks of life,
bonded together by a common love for our
fellow man and deep respect and appreciation
of our world’s natural resources. Working
cooperatively with caring “Adventure” donors
as well as generous individual and corporate
sponsors, USSA significantly impacts the lives
of thousands of children, disabled veterans

and their families. Through these valuable
efforts, the image of sportsmen is enhanced
in the public eye and lifelong friendships are
made.
To learn more about the charity, please view
the website at www.childswish.org.
Epilogue: Participating Boat Captains
Special thanks to the boat captains who
provided their time and equipment to the event.
They include Lonnie and Dawn Fountain
– Georgia, Donnie Fountain – Georgia,
Eddie Swofford – Georgia, Jonathan Long –
Georgia, Josh Gibson – Georgia, Larry Muse
– Mississippi, Cedric Poynor – Tennessee,
Jeff Dodd – Tennessee, Jerry Ishcomer –
Texas, Johnny Grizzle – Georgia, Bob Brooks
– Alabama, Charlie Williamson – Alabama,
Ken Hollinghead – Alabama, Fred Parnell –
Alabama.
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- Ron Presley

HOW TO?

CFN How to Video:
Choosing Hook Size
with Jeff Williams, Team Catfish
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Catfish Basics #066

Fish Until the End
Justin McCall, Kansas

Justin McCall loves fishing from the bank. As a matter
of fact, he spends as much time as he can fishing from the
bank. Like most anglers, McCall has a limited amount of
time to spend fishing.
He does most of his fishing on the Kansas and Missouri
Rivers. And when he does fish, he has a hard and fast rule
that could help anyone catch more cats.
“Fish as much and as often as possible,” advises McCall.
“And never give up. If you have an allotted time to fish, fish
till the end. Don’t give up early no matter what!”
If you have 45 minutes to fish before work, fish 46 minutes. You never know
when that next bite will be the one you are looking for. Justin has been rewarded
many times because of his stick-to-itiveness and you can be too!
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by Brent Frazee

Experts share tips on how to catch trophy blues, flatheads, and channel cats
from shore.

T

here was a time when Kevin McCoy
dreamed of buying a boat to chase
the big catfish of west-central
Missouri. Then, he came to his senses.
When you’re born a bank fisherman, old
habits are hard to break.
“I grew up on the rocks and mud,” said
McCoy, 28, who lives in Warsaw, Mo. “I’ve
fished from the bank most of my life and

Kevin McCoy knows he doesn’t need a boat
to catch big blue cats below Truman Dam
and in Lake of the Ozarks in Missouri. (Photo
courtesy of Kevin McCoy)
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I’ve caught some big cats that way.
“That’s the nice thing about catfishin’.
The big ones are usually within casting
distance of the bank.”
McCoy has proof. He has caught
a 63-pound blue cat and a 56-pound
flathead from the shore. And he has
landed countless others in the 20- to
40-pound range.
He is so enthused about bank fishing
that he formed a group called the Truman
Rock Ratz. That group of landlubbers has
regular bank-fishing tournaments from
Truman Dam on Truman Reservoir to
Bagnell Dam on Lake of the Ozarks. That
encompasses a lot of good catfish water
- murky water teeming with big blues,
flatheads and channels.
“The point we try to make is that
you don’t need a $30,000 boat and an
expensive fish finder to catch big catfish,”
McCoy said. “We’ll catch some big ones
right from the bank.”
Many other cat men feel the same way.
There’s no denying that a boat provides
mobility, allowing fishermen to move
quickly from one spot to another. But if a
bank fisherman makes the right choices
on where to set up, he or she can be just as
successful as their boating counterparts.
From McCoy’s home waters of the
Missouri Ozarks to the lakes and rivers
of Kansas to the numerous lakes of
northeastern Texas, cat men and women
are proving that they don’t have to leave
the bank to catch the big ones.
The Missouri Way
McCoy has plenty of options when
he fishes from the bank in west-central
Missouri. The tailwaters of Truman Dam
feature good current, rocky habitat and
food-rich water to attract big blues. True,
it can be an obstacle course, scrambling
over the riprap, to get to the water’s edge.
But plenty of big fish make it worth the
risk, McCoy will tell you.
He keys on days when there is water
being released from Truman Lake,
creating a good flow and activating the

Renne “Catdaddy” Shumway is a good ol’
boy who likes nothing more than catching
big flathead catfish from the bank on the
Kansas River. (Photo courtesy of Renne
Shumway)
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baitfish.
“The big catfish have a buffet available,”
McCoy said. “Shad, quillback, common
carp, silver carp, gar, small buffalo,
(panfish) - they all make good bait.”
McCoy usually cuts his bait into chunks,
then fishes with 13-foot rods and heavyduty reels spooled with 80-pound test
braided line with a leader of 20-poundtest monofilament. He uses sinkers as
heavy as 8 ounces in the swift current.
But the Truman tailwaters aren’t the
only place he’ll fish. He also fishes along
rocky banks and snags on the Osage
River for big flatheads, and pools below
riffles and eddy holes for big blues.
“The conditions will tell you where you
need to be,” he said. “In the summer, I’ll
do a lot of night fishing.
“But we’ll catch them during the day,
too, if there is good current.”
The Kansas Way
Renne Shumway, better known as
Catdaddy to many Kansas fishermen,
will tell you that he spent much of his
childhood sitting on a five-gallon bucket

Danny King (right) and a friend showed off
their catch after a day of bank fishing in
Texas. (Photo courtesy of Danny King)
at the edge of the Kansas River with a
fishing rod in his hands.
“If they couldn’t find me in school, they
know where I’d be,” Shumway joked. “I
would slide down this real steep bank on
a rope ladder and I’d fish this hole that
was filled with twisted steel from an old
bridge.
“The big flatheads loved that hole. I
remember the day I caught a 40-pound
flathead and he just fought like the
dickens. That’s when I got hooked.”
Shumway still hasn’t come unhooked.
Today, he guides for a living, running his
Catdaddy’s Catfishin’ Adventures guide
service.
On many days, he will take customers
out in his boat. But he still looks forward
to the days when the weather gets bad
and he is confined to the bank.
He targets big flatheads in places
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where there is plenty of cover.
“A big ol’ heavy snag, that’s a flathead
hacienda,” Shumway said. “It might be
some concrete in the water, a big log jam,
sometimes even old cars. Those are the
spots flatheads love.”
Shumway will drift natural bait—
everything from bullheads to small carp
to green sunfish – to one of those current
breaks, using a balloon as his bobber.

“You don’t need a $30,000 boat and
an expensive fish finder to catch
big catfish.”
He uses 7-foot rods, 40-to 50-poundtest copolymer line, a small weight
and medium-size hooks to make his
presentation as natural as possible.
Shumway
has
caught
flatheads
weighing more than 50 pounds that way.
When he targets big blues, he fishes
fast water, especially whitewater with
big boulders. He often fishes from wing
dikes, fishing the eddy holes below those
structures.
“We call it bobbin’,” Shumway said.
“We’ll set up one rod with a big bobber
and toss it out, then cast out another one
behind it a ways. Those bobbers will just
follow each other in that back eddy. That’s
a good way to catch big blues.”
The Texas Way
There’s nothing like a howling wind to
put Danny King in a good mood.
“When the wind’s blowing 25 miles per
hour and up, I make sure I’m out there
fishing from the bank,” said King, 70, who
lives in Electra, Texas. “I’ll set up where
the wind’s blowing in my face, and the
waves are just crashing in.
“Those are the days when the channel
cats are in the shallows, feeding like
crazy.”
King knows from experience. He set
seven lake records for channel catfish on

small reservoirs in northeastern Texas and
southwestern Oklahoma, all last winter.
He didn’t have to search hard to find
bait. King formulated the nationally
known Danny King’s Catfish Punch Bait.
He sold his company, but he later came
up with Suki Gizzard Catfish Bait, a stinky
concoction that draws catfish like flies.
“While everyone else is running around
trying to catch shad (for bait), I am fishing,”
King said. “My bait is about all I will use.”
That bait has carried King far. He
has won or placed in many catfish
tournaments, has been featured in videos
and magazine articles, and is popular on
the seminar circuit. Simply put, he is a
name in the catfishing world.
But King hasn’t forgotten his roots. He
was brought up fishing from the bank.
He tagged along with his father and
grandfather and they would cut down a
branch of a salt cedar tree, tie a line and
a hook to it, and King had a fishing pole.
The bait? King’s grandfather made a
gooey mixture made out of cottonseed
meal, flour, vanilla extract, anise and a
few other ingredients, and the catfish and
carp loved it.
Later, while working in a bait shop, King
began experimenting with his own catfish
baits and came up with some winners. He
still uses his punch baits when he fishes
from the bank.
“Bank fishing down here is best from
October through the end of May,” King
said. “That’s when the big fish go shallow.”
Even when it gets hot, King will chum
several holes along the bank with range
cubes or soured wheat during the day,
then come back at night and fish those
areas.
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by Ron Presley

T

Catfish anglers from nineteen states travel to compete.

he SeaArk Boats Owner’s Invitational
Catfish Tournament is one of the most
anticipated tournaments of the year. Most
participating anglers make their plans a year in
advance with many taking vacation time to fish
the tournament. It consistently draws as many
boats as any major tournament anywhere in
the country.
In previous years the tournament had
traveled around to different locations. Now,
given the excellent facilities at Decatur, and
the obvious desire for anglers to fish Wheeler
Lake it has become the favored destination.
Wheeler is truly a bucket list destination.
“In the beginning, we had planned to move
the tournament around to different locations
every two years,” reported SeaArk president,
Steve Henderson. “We started in Alton, then
to Owensboro, and on to Wheeler. We have
had five tournaments on Wheeler, two at
Rogersville, and three at Decatur. Although

we continue to research other possibilities, we
have yet to find a place that offers trophy cats,
parking, ramp access, and a meeting facility
equal to Decatur and Ingalls Harbor.”
Why do they come? It is really hard to
determine if just seeing friends and making
new ones, winning the tournament, or winning
the give-a-way boat is the main reason for
coming. Ask any participant and it will likely be
one of those reasons. And, the beauty of it is
that they are all pretty good reasons.
When weighmaster, Jason Masingale was
asked if he would rather win the tournament
or win the boat he replied “the tournament.”
The boat would carry the largest monetary
value, but the tournament win carries the most
prestige.
“With the level of competition in the field
a win would mean more to me than winning
the boat,” said Jason. “For me the memory
of winning would be much more meaningful
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knowing that we were lucky enough to come
out on top of an almost 200 boat field of some
of the best fishing teams in the nation.”
From the time that registration opened
early in the year to the final registration at
the Captains Meeting 200 boats had officially
registered for the ninth annual event. It was
the best year ever. On tournament day 191
boats hit the water at Ingalls Harbor, Decatur,
AL to compete.

Early tournament morning saw 191 SeaArk
boats lining up to compete in the Ninth
Annual SeaArk Owner’s Invitational Catfish
Tournament.

of David Shipman and Brett Nash that took
the win. They brought 176.72 pounds to the
scales to claim the top spot. Their bag included
the Big Cat of the tourney at 73.12 pounds
and pushed their total earnings to more than
First Place
$10,000.
At the end of the day, it was the B’n’M team
“We just fished our usual way down by the
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nuclear plant,” reported Shipman. “We had
seen just a few fish so we just hung in there.
We got one fish within 10 minutes and then it
was close to two hours before the next bite!”
The team had fresh bait which they credited
for part of their success. Shipman indicated
that they cut the bait so it would bleed a lot.
“We suspended two rods, had one thrown
out on the bottom, and I kinda’ bumped around
with one,” continued Shipman. “We caught a
fish or two each way but nothing consistent.”
Shipman and Nash had only a 4-pound
fish for number five until sometime after
2:00 o’clock. That was when Nash caught a
12-pounder for the final one.
“Each fish we caught seemed to be the one
we needed every time,” said Shipman. “It was
a lot of luck for sure. We had a few bites that
they just wouldn’t take it but not many. As I get
older, I just don’t want to run all over the lake
anymore. So, we just fought it really hard in
the same area. History has shown the area to
be consistent, but not always good. When it is
good it works out like it did today.
Shipman said he had fished the area lots of
times and not done much good. But there are

The 2019 champs are David Shipman and
Brett Nash from Mississippi.
a couple of brush piles that he thinks draws
a few fish in at some point during the day. It
keeps him coming back to give it a try.
“This is one of the best tournaments to
fish,” concluded Shipman. “It is a great honor
to be able to say we won a SeaArk Invitational.
Brett and I are really blessed to have been the
winning team. The SeaArk crew always does
an outstanding job.”
Second Place
The second-place team of Benji Brown and
Lindsey T. Patterson said their tournament
weekend definitely had its ups and downs.
Nevertheless, they had a tournament weight
of 146.88 pounds to claim the runner-up spot
and put their names in the SeaArk Invitational
record book.
“Between thunderstorms and sitting at the
veterinary hospital, we were only able to get
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The 2019 runner-up spot went to Benji Brown and Lindsey T.
Patterson from South Carolina.
one day of practice,” reported Brown.
The team’s dog, Hooker, had jumped from Brown’s lap to
the concrete and broke her tibia. So, Brown and Patterson
their first morning in Decatur at the veterinary hospital thinking
it would have to get better from there.
“ Lindsey and I found a location we wanted to fish,” reported
Brown. “We decided to anchor on it. We knew a majority of the
field would be drifting and wanted to sit down on the targeted
area.”
The team expected that if they were to drag the location
there would be other boats close by. They would all be trying
to drag the same area and risk the chance of not making the
perfect pass. Additionally, in the little prefishing they had done
their bigger fish had come on the rope.
“Most of the fish that we brought to the scales were caught
by 10 am,” noted Brown. “In the first 15 minutes, we had one
pull the Warrior Cat Rod down, rip out a few feet of drag, and
break me off in some structure. All that after only a few seconds
of the fight.”
“I thought we were doomed for the day,” continued Brown.
“Then about 45 minutes later when we had our two big fish
smash the baits almost simultaneously. We spent the remainder
of the day trying to get our solid under fish.”
Brown and Patterson managed to find two 15-pounders
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and one 14-pounder for almost 45 pounds
of under 34-inch fish. They had anchored in The 3rd place spot went to Ty Wolf and
only two spots all day long. They were fishing
Eddie Woods from Kansas.
20- to 45-feet of water using skipjack as the
preferred bait.
“We feel extremely blessed,” concluded
Based on their prefishing experience, Wolf
Brown. “And fortunate to be able to do what we and Woods decided to go catch their under 34
love to do every weekend. Thank you SeaArk fish first and then go after some big fish.
Boats for continuing to put on one of the best
“We picked a channel ledge to troll that
tournaments of the year for their customers.” morning,” continued Wolf. “We were using
Parks Planer Boards and man did it pay off.
Third Place
Just a few minutes in we both had one pole
Claiming third place was the team of Ty cast out and almost ready to cast our second
Wolf and Eddie Woods. The Kansas anglers poles out. WHAM. My pole was doubled over
weighed in 134.98 pounds to claim the third and the drag was screaming.”
spot. They were aided by the second big
That first fish of the day was 71 pounds.
fish of the tournament which weighed 71.08 A few minutes later Woods’ caught a 48
pounds, just a couple of pounds under the big pounder. Their first pass produced five fish
fish leader.
that weighed 203 pounds. They snapped a
“We didn’t have much of a game plan few pictures then released the three smaller
come tournament day,” said Wolf. “We put overs. With the day going just the opposite of
fish in the boat while prefishing the three how they planned it they moved on the catch
days beforehand, but no big fish. Although we some unders.
did catch a few overs there was just nothing
“We set up on a spot where we caught
with any size. We did catch some really good some really nice unders a few days before,”
unders.
26 Catfish NOW June 2019

SeaArk OWNER’S INVITATIONAL
Quick Stats from SeaArk Invitational
Number of paid entries – 200
Number of teams fished – 191
Number of teams weighed – 93
Number of teams checked - 87
Number of states represented - 19
Number of moms fishing – 43
Number of catfish caught – 416
Number of teams zeroed – 11
Pounds of fish weighed – 6,707.90
Total Weigh-in time (3:30 – 5:30) 2 hours

offered Wolf. “We downsized our baits, cast
out and fish on! The fish weighed 58 pounds
which knocked our 48-pounder back in the
water. We ended up only catching one under
the day of the tournament and it was only 5
pounds.”
“The key to our success that day was using
Parks Planers,” concluded Wolf. “Every fish
we landed was caught on those boards. Parks
Planers pull super wide and pull big baits with
2- to 4-ounces of weight, all while trolling up
river.”
Final Thoughts
“We do several functions every year,”
added Henderson. “But, by far, the owner’s
Tournament is my favorite. Spending time with
our prostaff and our customers is a blast. It’s
not all about selling boats. We truly want our
customers to become like family when they

IF YOU’RE NOT USING DRIFTMASTER...
GOOD LUCK!

MADE IN USA
.COM

ROD HOLDERS &
TROLLING SYSTEMS
BLACK RIVER TOOLS, INC.
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choose SeaArk.”
“We want our customer’s input, their
critiques, and most of all to share with us
their experiences of creating memories in a
product that we built. It is amazing how far the
catfishing community has come in just a few
years and we are proud to be a part of it. The
comradery and uniqueness of this group differ
from other similar markets out there.”
“The tournament went smoother than
ever,” concluded Henderson. “Rachael Roofe
does an awesome job organizing the event
and with the help of the prostaff it has ran like
a ‘well-oiled machine’. We want to continue
to improve the tournament so all suggestions
are more than welcome.”
For more information on the Annual SeaArk
Owner’s Invitational Catfish Tournament,
including a list of all the winners and their
weights, visit their Facebook page and website.
Registration forms and entry information for
the next event will be available on the website
at www.seaarkboats.com once registration is
opened for 2020.

- Ron Presley
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es, it’s true the anglers come for the
catfishing. But the rest of the family
needs something more and they find it
easily in Decatur. Two items rank high on the
list of amenities for the non-fishing visitors.
Clean comfortable lodging and good food.
The possibilities in both categories are
really too many to list. Personally, my wife
and I had great accommodations at the Best
Western River City Hotel. The complimentary
breakfast was way beyond the norm and the
rooms were clean and comfortable. It was
also convenient to Ingalls Harbor, only an
8- to 10-minute drive. That is just one place
and there are dozens more just as good to
choose from.
As far as food is concerned, and it
concerns me a lot, our number one choice
was Big Bob Gibson’s BBQ. Outstanding
is the only word to describe it. You can eat
in or carry out and be satisfied completely.
Having lived with good BBQ in Texas, we
have been looking hard to find a good BBQ
spot and we did!
Shopping is high on some visitors list,
and Decatur delivers with a bang. They have
about any national retailer you might seek,
but more importantly to get a flavor for the

The boat ramp at Ingalls Harbor in Decatur
can launch 10 boats simultaneous with
floating walkways down each side.
culture and the history of the area, try the
antique stores and specialty boutiques along
the Historic Shopping Districts in Decatur.
Almost any other activity a visitor would
want can be found in Decatur and Morgan
County. The best bet for planning is to visit
the Decatur Morgan County Tourism website
and see the many activities available.
One visit you might want to put on
your list is the Givens Wildlife Interpretive
Center. It serves as the welcome center for
the Wheeler Wildlife Refuge. The center is
open daily to the public for free. There are
self-guided tours, displays, pamphlets, and
wildlife films that explain the importance of
the area’s wildlife resources.
Last but not least, the people of this area
are fantastic. Everywhere we went, friendly
people greeted us. Decatur, AL and Morgan
County, AL rank right there at the top for
good ol’ Southern Hospitality, not to mention
outstanding catfishing!
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by Brad Durick

Catfish knowledge and adequate effort will yield shoreline success.

F

or many catfish anglers, shore fishing is
the way to go. There are many reasons
why people catfish from shore. Some
fish from shore because it’s simple, some
because it’s what they can afford, and others
because it poses a unique challenge that
they have accepted. Whatever your reason
for fishing from the bank, there are a few
very simple tips that you can use to be more
efficient and successful with your outings.

Chris Olson from Thief River Falls,
Minnesota holds a Red River giant caught
from the bank.

usually the spots that you can easily back
the pickup to. Because it is easy for you to
back up to it is also easy for everyone else
to back up to.
To have consistent success it is necessary
to get off the beaten path and away from the
other anglers. Most of the time this means
Off the Beaten Path
Almost all anglers, whether they fish from that the spots are more difficult to reach. With
shore or a boat, fish the spots that are easy some simple research and a willingness to
to get to. In catfishing, the best spots are work a little harder than other anglers can
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be a huge deal. You have to have the proper
gear to be efficient and get where you want.
Do Your Research
There is some simple research that you
can do to find the best off the beaten path
shore spots. The first is some simple Google
Maps recon to look at the river finding some
spots that look like they may have the
potential to hold fish.
Second, you will want to do some personal
recon. Walk in and take an actual look at the
area you are thinking about fishing. Observe
what the water is doing, where the current
seams are and if there are any boils for flat
spots that point to a hole or other structure
in the area.
Third, check out the bank. Look around
to see if the water has carved out a cut bank
or if it is flat. This can confirm if there is a
hole or a sandbar. Also, look up on the bank
and see what the trees and plants look like.
If there is a pile of deadfall on the bank of
an outside corner the chances are there is a
hole right below you.
Lastly, and optional, is to use a depth
finder to do some research to prove what
you think is there. Today there are many
Bluetooth finders that hook to a smartphone
and are inexpensive. Companies like
Vexilar, Deeper or IBobber have what you
need to do this. Hook the transducer to a
snap swivel connected to a stout rod with
some heavy line and toss it out letting the
current pull it downstream. Make notes of
depth changes and you can get a basic map
of the area in no time at all.
Another way to do this is to find a friend
with a boat to drive you over the area or

With some simple research
and a willingness to work a
little harder than most can be
a huge deal. You have to have
the proper gear to be efficient
and get where you want.”

Kylor Johnston from Beulah, North Dakota
holding a trophy Red River channel catfish
caught from shore during the pre-spawn.
ask an angler in the area for a few depth
readings to get you started.
Efficiency
Many shore anglers don’t match sitting
on a bank and efficiency. While bank fishing
can be a slower way to fish there are some
things you can do to be more efficient. By
simply doing the research mentioned before
you are already being much more efficient.
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When you fish an area, try different casts
within the area. Cast further to try deeper and
faster water then cast shorter and shallower.
If you do not have other people fishing near
you move up and downstream within your
area trying different things. Normally, you
can find three to five different spots to fish,
in just a few yards, by simply adjusting your
casting distance and direction.
Once you determine that an area is not
working make a move. Pack up and go
somewhere else. This can be a few hundred
yards to a few miles depending on your form
of transportation.
Gear
Moving is not only a way to be efficient.
How much gear you have and how you carry
it can also determine how efficient you are. I
see many catfish anglers who literally pull a
wagon load of gear. I have never understood
why so much gear. Most of the time you
don’t go through more than a few sinkers
and hooks in a day of fishing so why carry
everything you own.

Dean Harrison from Knife River, Minnesota
releases a nice shore caught channel
catfish.
Instead, carry everything on your
excursion in a good tackle backpack with
containers to hold your tackle, bait, and
other supplies that you may need. A simple
Plano StowAway tray, a dry box all tucked
away in an E-Series backpack and you are
now light and mobile.
Rods and reels are more of a personal
preference. If you are shore fishing in lakes
or very large rivers you may want a 10- or
even 12-foot rod to really get the bait out
there. For smaller rivers, a typical sevenfoot six-inch rod should be fine. A simple
spinning reel with or without a bait runner is
good or you can upgrade to a baitcaster with
a bait clicker.
For the Red River where I fish, a sevenfoot Shakespeare Ugly Stick two-piece rod
matched with an Abu Garcia Black Max
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Remember Shallow
Shore anglers seem to think that the fish
are only in the middle of the river or lake. For
as long as I remember, I have seen people
on shore heaving their baits as far as they
can throw them. When fishing lakes this can
be to your advantage because you need to
cast over the shallow shoreline to the break.
I have seen many shore anglers heaving
their baits as far as they can into the river
and not catching fish when the fish are
actually resting or running the shallow break
line right at their feet. One time I witnessed
a group making those long casts. I pulled
my boat in upstream from them and began
catching fish three feet from the shore. They
noticed this and started plopping their baits
closer to the bank with instant success.
The point here is shallow river catfish
are often overlooked by everyone and
sometimes it is the best place to look. Shore
anglers have it in their heads to get to where
the boats can go when many times the
best fishing is right in front of them. DON’T
FORGET TO GO SHALLOW!
Final Thoughts
People fish from shore for many reasons.
Some simply prefer it, others don’t own
a boat, while others just want to keep it
simple. Whatever your reason for fishing
from shore, you don’t have to let fate control
your success. Willingness to engage in
some simple research, travel light, and get
off the beaten path will likely produce a more
enjoyable and productive catfish outing.
Traveling light and being efficient is a key
to successful shore fishing. The Plano
E-Series Backpack is perfect to carry all the
hooks and supplies you need to be mobile.

Captain Brad Durick is a nationally recognized
catfish guide on the Red River of the North,
seminar speaker, and author of the books
Cracking the Channel Catfish Code and
Advanced Catfishing Made Easy. For more
information go to www.redrivercatfish.com.

spinning reel will do just fine. There is not
a huge investment into this rig and it can
handle any channel catfish the Red can
throw at it.
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Why We Catfish

A Guest Editorial by Timothy Hardwick

A passion for fishing, built on experience.

S

ince I was able to hold a pole, more than
three decades now, I have been at home
on the waters around Cincinnati, OH. I
find no greater peace yet no greater excitement
than the anticipation of what might bite on the
other end of my line. It’s that mystery, that
unknown, that has always driven me to thirst
for more time on the water.
As a young boy, I learned of fishing from
both my mother and father in different ways.
They both had very different fishing educations
from their parents and I got to experience
some of each.
My mother spent much time with her father

Passing his love for catfishing down to his
children, Alyssa and Andrew, is Hardwick’s
biggest joy.
on waters such as Lake Cumberland. In her
younger years, she was chasing fish in big
waters from a small boat.
I remember one story she told of a line
snagging on the bottom. Rather than lose a
hook, her father would swim down following
the line to set it free. They were very handson, especially with catfish. They planned
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everything, down to the nitty-gritty.
She learned how to clean them and cook
them right there on the bank over a small
campfire.
As for my father, he spent much of his
younger years traversing creeks, uncharted
lakes, and ponds. He did a lot of exploring
with his friends, sometimes miles from home.
They would take their bikes and poles
sandlot style and find whatever waters they
could and try to see what they could catch. The
thrill of the adventure drove him to utilize his
self-taught survival skills to find some of these
magical fishing holes. If it wasn’t dropping the
bikes on an old bridge, it was wading chest
high into creeks, digging for worms, and creek
walking for crawdads to use for bait. They
never knew what they might catch. Every trip
yielded new encounters.
I started roughly the same way. There
weren’t many “wild” places to travel to, so my
parents would take me to local and county
parks with my brothers. Sometimes we were

Timothy is shown here with his friend, Don
Wheatley holding some Potomac River blue
cats near Washington, DC.
just bank fishing for bluegill. Sometimes
we would rent a rowboat to chase bass and
crappie. We always loved every minute of
it. But the real fishing bug hit me on a very
peculiar camping trip.
It may not have been my first camping trip
but it was my most memorable one. Dad took
us to East Fork State Park for a weekend.
When we got there, he forgot the tent poles
so we had to make do with a canopy and
converted it into a makeshift tent.
The next morning, we drove to the
campground boat ramp for some fishing.
Vegetation growth had been low so we went
on a bit of a hike from the ramp around past
a cove, and way back into the sticks into
another cove. It was loaded with standing
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timber. We spent most of the morning and
afternoon fishing and caught some for the
biggest bluegill, crappie, and largemouth bass
I had ever seen. We fished like kings that day,
claiming poison ivy as our grand prize.
After going back to camp for dinner dad
drove us back to fish at night. That’s when my
whole world of fishing turned on its axis.
Dad made a small campfire and pulled over
some logs for us to sit on. We were gearedup with Zebco combos, worms, chicken livers,
and small bobbers. We had flashlights to watch
them with. We actually didn’t catch much at
all, if anything. But the experience and the
way the night triggered your senses differently
was what stuck with me from then on.
Now I’m 33 years old and over the last
couple of decades or so, those triggers still
stick in my senses and they are what gives
me such a rush, as well as such a calm when
I’m fishing.
It doesn’t matter if it’s the Ohio River, the

For more than three decades Hardwick
has been pulling catfish from the waters of
downtown Cincinnati, OH.
Great Miami River, East Fork Lake, or the
strings of creeks and streams in between. I’ve
had just about every experience a guy can
ask for while fishing. But nothing has thrilled
me more than the joy of catching catfish.
When I’m fishing, it’s not about catching
the fish—although this an excellent payoff.
It’s so much more. Planting myself down on
the bank; taking in the sounds; noting all the
interesting smells; sometimes even the tastes
in the air that tickles your senses; looking up
at the moon and watching dark clouds drift
past it. It’s the anticipation, the anxiousness
of waiting to see the tip of a rod bounce or the
sound of a clicker being pulled on. Even the
warmth of a campfire has its pleasantries. It’s
just being there that has me coming back.
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The biggest joy I find however is passing
the experiences on to others in my life. To
see someone else’s eyes light up and their
heart race when a fish comes to play. To
see the excitement in someone’s eyes when
you were able to share something new with
them, something they didn’t know before. The
satisfaction of my children’s’ pride showing
when they land a big fish. I could never ask
for a warmer feeling in this sport than that.
The best thing about fishing is the fact that
everyone does something totally different than
his neighbor, and they all work. There is no
right or wrong way to go about it, and we all
get to experience the same result. So, what if
you hold a spinning reel upside down. Sure, it
may look silly, but as long as you’re reeling in
a fish who’s to judge?
I fish because I fish. It’s enjoying God’s
creations. It’s peace. It’s calm. It’s pure. And
for me, there’s nothing on this earth that’s just
as electrifying as it is soothing. For some it is a
hobby, for some it is a past time, for some it is
tradition, a way of life. For some, it is a means
to survive. For some, it is even a career.
Fishing is the same all over the world, and
people from all walks of life enjoy it in their
own way.
If you were to ask me today why I catfish?
I would simply say, because catfish are my
favorite things to catch, and they don’t have
curfews either!

Epilogue: Hardwick’s passion for catfishing
has led him to several related activities.
Significantly, he created a popular product for the
catfishing community known as WhiskerStix.
They are small LED lights that he designed
to attached to fishing poles for night fishing.
That endeavor has led to a website where the
WhiskerStix and other related products can be
purchased. You can learn more by visiting his
website at www.whiskerstixfishing.com and
his YouTube Channel at www.youtube.com/
whiskerstixfishing.
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CATFISH CLUBS

Corrections or additions contact us at catfishnow.com

CLUB

Link

ALABAMA CATFISH SERIES
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
BASS PRO CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
CATFISH CONFERENCE
CATFISH NATION OUTDOORS
CATFISH MAFIA
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS
CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACK CATFISHING
CHICK FIGHT
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOCIATION
FISHIN BLUES
FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2
GET-N-HOOKED
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
ICATS
INDIANA CATFISH
J.K.V. CATFISHING TOURNAMENT TRAIL
KANAWHA RIVER CATFISH CLUB
KERR LAKE MADKATTERS
M&J CATFISH WAR
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI RIVER MONSTERS
MONSTERS ON THE OHIO
OHIO VALLEY CATFISHING
OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
SCHEELS BOUNDRY BATTLE CATFISH TOURNAMENT
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA MO RIVER CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHWEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
TNT CATFISHING
TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB
TRI STATE KATS
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
TUG-N-JUGS
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS

FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
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CATFISH CALENDAR
(Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.)
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY

15th
15th
15th
15th
16th
19th
21st
22nd
22nd
22nd
22nd
22 - 23
23rd
23rd
23 - 24
26th
29th
29th
29th
29th
29 - 30
6th
6th
6th
6-7

CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
CATFISH MAFIA TOURNAMENT SERIES
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOCIATION
FISHN BLUES
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOCIATION
FLATHEAD BLUES
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
ICATS
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATFISH
SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA MISSOURI RIVER
SOUTH WEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS
SCHEELS BOUNDARY BATTLE
FLATHEAD BLUES
SOUTH WEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
ICATS

CARLYLE LAKE
SUSQUEHANNA RIVER/LAKE ALRED
BUMPAS MILLS MARINA
ELLSWORTH
CANTON MO
NORTH LANDING
TVA RAMP CUMBERLAND CITY TN
HOOVER RESERVOIR
SCOTTSBORO CITY PARK/GUNTERSVILLE
MAPLE RIVER
LACON II
SAYLORVILLE
DALTON BOTTOMS
NEBRASKA CITY
RIVERSIDE BOAT RAMP
NORTH LANDING
CLINTON LAKE
BIG SIOUX
TBD
ST LOUIS MO
RED RIVER
HOOVER RESERVOIR
ROCKY FORK LAKE
TBD
DES MOINES RIVER
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TRAIL
BIG MONEY SHOOTOUT/NIGHT
CLUB
SHOOTOUT
JACK & JILL
CLUB
3-FISH SHOOTOUT
CLUB
TRAIL
TRAIL
NIGHT
SERIES/NIGHT
CLUB/DAY
CLUB
CLUB
LEAGUE
SPECIAL OLYMPICS KANSAS
TRAIL/NIGHT
CLUB
TCO 2019 INVITATIONAL
TOURNAMENT/LIMIT 50 BOATS
CLUB
CLUB
DUANE AUSTIN MEMORIAL
MID SEASON CHAMPIONSHIP

Tournament
Tournament Results
Results

MAY 11th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

BASS PRO CABELA’S KING KAT
OHIO/KANAWHA RIVERS

William Stewart/Edward Duplantis
JL Campbell/John Neiberling
Rodney Harrison/Sam Thompson
Wayne Bodine/Travis Bodine
Graham Maxwell/AJ Castelluccio

106.72
90.38
90.14
86.46
78.06

BIG FISH
1. Richard Rhodes/Sherry Rhodes

MAY 11th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

48.2

MCATS
SAGINAW RIVER

Adam Weigold/George Glidden
Mike Allersma/Anthony Sheldon
John Frost/Rusty Eastman
RC Duffy/Colton Thwarts
Lloyd Borowski/Tony Borowski/Rob Jancaric

32.7
30.6
29.9
29.7
28.8

BIG FISH
1. John Frost/Rusty Eastman

MAY 12th

13.1

FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2
HOOVER RESERVOIR

1. Ron Hughes/Don Hughes
2. David Funk/Chris Macri
3. Shane Henderson/Amanda Johnson

70.8
30.2
24.8

BIG FISH
1. Ron Hughes/Don Hughes

MAY 15th

27.6

RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
LAFAVE PARK

1. Weber/Casmey
2. Sernsky/Stewart
3. Rood/Olson

MAY 18th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Greg Edwards/Dale Kerns
Wayne Bodine/Travis Bodine
Justin Cook/Gary Ryan
Tom Petrowski/Henry Neafus
Wayne King/Conner King

37.6
28.85
21.87

BASS PRO CABELA’S KING KAT
OHIO RIVER
117.88
106.82
103.2
91.6
73.54

BIG FISH
1. Wayne King/Conner King

58.56

Tournament Results

MAY 18th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

M&J CATFISH WAR
GORDON BOAT RAMP

Donnie Fountain/Mickey Williams
Matt Gillis/Jaush Gillis
Adam Sloan
Seth Alday
James Etheridge

129
122.08
110.1
106
99.14

BIG FISH
1. Donnie Fountain/Mickey Williams

MAY 18th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

42.12

CATFISH MAFIA
LONG LEVEL

Randy Shoemaker
Mike Hoover
Steve Fraddeoio
Sam Aquilera
Ross Sauder

84
77.8
71.8
67
63

BIG FISH
1. Mike Hoover

36.2
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Tournament Results

MAY 18th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
DYERS CREEK

Don Elder/Dillon Tingle
Kevin Yoder/Waylon Yoder
James Holcomb/Jeffrey Mitchner
Kevin LaFollette/Ron Diorka
Andy Williams/Rhys Eubank/Cassiy Eubank

46.6
40
38.2
37.7
35.9

BIG FISH
1. James Holcomb/Jeffery Mitchner

MAY 19th

24.9

CENTRAL MISSOURI CATFISH
LAKE OF THE OZARKS

1. Joe Bell/David Burts/Carol Bell
2. Justin Fricke/Kurtis Duncan
3. Ron King/Craig Simler

74.2
65.15
50.1

BIG FISH
1. Justin fricke/Kurtis Duncan

MAY 19th

56.3

SOUTHWEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
NEVILLE

1. Nate Doyle/Scott Kelley
2. Willie Smith/Nick Anderson
3. Tim Mulvhill/Grant Wilson

89
88
57

BIG FISH
1. Willie Smith/Nick Anderson

MAY 22nd

47.1

RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
NORTH LANDING

1. Lunski/Lunski
2. Weber/Casmey
3. Gregorie/Bernier

36.99
30.31
29.56

BIG FISH
1. Lunski/Lunski

MAY 25th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Jared Robertson/Matt Cole
John Hogland/Chad Bryant
Robin East/Edmond Crowden
Steve Dobbs/Erin Dobbs
Josh Junkins/Bronzon Myles

21.43

HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
INGALS HARBOR
68.1
65.9
39.1
34.6
19.4

BIG FISH
1. Jared Robertson/Matt Cole

50.3

Tournament Results

MAY 25th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
LEAVENWORTH

Mike/Althea Goodman
Travis Selby/CJ Peters
Joe/Zach/Mike
Corey/Travis
Bradley/Marvin/Jeffery

123
105
79.6
77.1
77

BIG FISH
1. Travis Selby/CJ Peters

MAY 25th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

55.4

MCATS
ST JOE RIVER

Travis Barnhill/Doug
John Frost/Rusty Eastman
yler Myer/Brandon Hylarides
Kenny Bach/Sam Kirk
RC Duffy/Colton Thwaits

56.3
45.1
30.6
26.2
23.7

BIG FISH
1. Travis Barnhill/Doug

48.5
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Tournament Results
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS

MAY 25th

MISSISSIPPI RIVER

1. Steve Hearn/Shannon Crowder
2. Jeff Kirkpatrick/Justin Russell
3. Joe Hardy/Barry Wilson

41.15
36.51
32.24

BIG FISH
1. Jeff Kirkpatrick/Justin Russell

26.74

RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH
LEAGUE

MAY 29th

LAFAVE PARK

1. Trever Lunski/Riley Thingvold
2. Darwin Lunski/Dustin Lunski
3. Ryan Morrison/Logan Wysocki

34.49
34.04
31.58

BIG FISH
1. Brian Nelson/Jaelyn Nelson

18.67

BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS

JUNE 1st
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

BROWNS LAKE

Aaron Kollbaum/Riley Vogt
Mark Favors/Rob Emerson
Zach Hughes/John Lanning/Steven Gervesi
Jay Flink/Rogelio/Cancino
Lee/Jon/Jessica Moerman

16.09
16.01
13.14
13.11
13.03

BIG FISH
1. Mark Favors/Rob Emerson

JUNE 2nd
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

7.15

FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2
HOOVER RESERVOIR

Joe Hatfield/Kyle Gibney
Shane Henderson/Amanda Johnson
Ron Hughes/Don Hughes
David Funk/Chris Macri
Scott Pangborn/Cory Buttel

43.6
41
37.8
34.2
31.2

BIG FISH
1. Shane Henderson/Amanda Johnson

31.2
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Tournament Results
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE

JUNE 5th

NORTH LANDING

1. Thompson/Iverson
2. Bernier/Bernier
3. Srnsky/Stewart

39.63
38.84
36.33

BIG FISH
1. Zac Bernier

26.06

INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION

JUNE 8th

PETERSBURG

1. Josh Worth/Todd Gentry/David Rakes
2. Nathan Weathers/Andy Carter/Gavin Carter
3. Leroy Stoll/ Jason Wagler/Randall Swartzentruber
4. Ron Streeter/George LeMaster
5. Scott Gray/Charlie Gray

57.9
23.6
18.1
11.9
6.7

BIG FISH
1. Josh Worth/Todd Gentry/David Rakes

23.4

WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS

JUNE 8th

TUNICA RIVER

1. Jason Bell/Johnathan Rodgers
2. Adam Long/Danny Huffman
3. Joe Hardy/Barry Wilson

97.39
97.22
63.79

BIG FISH
1. Jason Bell/Johnathan Rodgers

78.83

TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB

JUNE 8th

NICKAHACK

1. Jeff Dunn/Chris Dunn
2. Josh Brown/Trevor Nederhoff/Gunner Nederhoff
3. Chris Ward/Chris Carter
4. Brandon Masters/Shad Daddy
5. Robin East/Edmond Crowden

121.1
80.7
64.38
63.52
56.84

BIG FISH
1. Jeff Dunn/Chris Dunn

66.7
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See ya’ next month.
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