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Austin Pierce is a dedicated
up and coming catfish
angler. At just 18 years
of age he has had many
tournament successes
fishing with his mom and
dad, Cye and Carson
Pierce.

Catfish Connections
Wi n t er is fin a lly g o n e
i n m o s t o f th e sta te s
a n d t h e ca tfish b ite is
i m p r o v i n g d a ily. M a y is
t r a d i t i o n a lly a g o o d tim e
t o f i s h an d th is m o n th ’s
i s s u e of Ca tfish NOW
h a s p l en ty o f in fo to
h e l p a n gle r s ca tch m o r e
cats.
O n e sto r y r e ve a ls a
t a c t i c u se d b y Ty Ko n kle
o n t h e Te n n e sse e Rive r.
A s a gu id e h e wa n ts
t o k e e p h is cu sto m e r s h a p p y, so h e u se s hi s proven
m e t h o d to ke e p th e a ctio n g o in g fo r h is g uests.
A s e c o n d fe a tu r e sto r y co m e s fr o m Sp encer Bauer.
C h e c k h im o u t a t Rive r Ce r tifie d .co m . H i s story of
w a d i n g fo r ca tfish ta ke s m e b a ck to my youth i n
K a n s a s wh e r e I u se d to wa d e fo r ch a n n e l cats i n the
L i t t l e A rka n sa s Rive r. Sp e n ce r h a s so m e great ti ps for
w a d e f i sh in g .
A t h i rd fe a tu r e co m e s fr o m Te r r y M a d ew el l about
h o w a f ath e r p a sse d h is ca tfish g u id e b u si ness dow n
t o h i s s on . It is a sto r y o f tr a n sitio n fr o m catfi sh basi cs
t o t h e n ew wo r ld o f ca tfish in g th a t in clu d e s el ectroni cs
t h a t c o n tin u e to im p r o ve ye a r ly.
T h e i ssu e in clu d e s th e n o r m a l co lu m n s of vi deo ti ps
a n d c a tfish b a sics th a t a r e a im e d a t h e lpi ng angl ers
c a t c h mo r e ca tfish .
A s a l wa ys, I wish to th a n k th e g r e a t sponsors that
s u p p o r t u s. It is b e ca u se o f th e m th a t we are abl e to
o ff e r t h e co n te n ts o f CF N to o u r r e a d e r s fr ee of charge.
I h o p e yo u will h e lp m e th a n k th e m b y consi deri ng
t h e i r p r od u cts wh e n yo u a r e in th e m a r ket for catfi sh
s u p p l i e s.
We a r e e xtr e m e ly p le a se d to b r in g yo u thi s month’s
c o l l e c t i on o f ca tfish r e la te d co n te n t a n d ask you to
s h a r e t his issu e with yo u r fr ie n d s, r e la tive s, and other
c a t f i s h e n th u sia sts. By d o in g so yo u ju st mi ght hel p
t h e m c a tch m o r e Ca tfish No w.
F i s h w i th p a ssio n ,
R o n P r esle y, Ed ito r
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by Ron Presley

Know when to hold em’ know when to fold em.’

E

xperienced catfish anglers develop
proven strategies over time that help
them catch more catfish. One of those
strategies is referred to as fishing the “bite
window.” It is based on experience, learned
catfish knowledge, time on the water, and
seat-of-the-pants decision making.
One of the most important decisions a cat
angler can make is when to move to a new
spot. Most anglers have a notion of how
long they stay on a hole. It is usually based
strictly on time. I have heard everything from

When fish like this come in the 7- to
12-minute bite window anglers know they
are set up in the right location.
20 minutes and up. If a bite doesn’t occur in
20 minutes, or 30, or 45, whatever your time
is, then that’s the signal to move on. There
are many variables that influence an angler’s
decision to move on and when to stay a little
bit longer.

4 Catfish NOW May 2019

FISHING THE BITE WINDOW

Konkle’s Bite Window
Fishing the bite window is based on
experience with active and aggressive fish and
can be much shorter than some would think.
By shortening the time on any given hole, the
angler is increasing the number of active and
hungry catfish that are found. The strategy will
normally improve the bite rate for the day.
Using this strategy requires moving often
and having plenty of waypoints in your fish
finder. That is a good reason to fish a new
spot every time you are out, if possible.
Accumulating those “good” waypoints for
each body of water fished is instrumental in
making the bite window work for you. Also, the
more time spent on the water the more likely
an angler is to identify which spots are “hot”
under what conditions.
B’n’M pro staffer Ty Konkle uses this
method regularly on his guided catfish trips.
With guests on the boat, his focus is on doing
things professionally and putting as many fish
in the boat as possible.
“In the guide world, you have to do things
efficiently,” offered Konkle. “Clients do not
wish to wait for hours to get a fish, especially
on half-day trips. The idea is to get your
baits quickly in the vicinity of fish. If you are
successful you will minimize waiting time, and

The author quickly caught this nice
blue while fishing on the rope because
experience had taught Capt. Konkle what
kind of structure existed and how to fish it.
usually maximize the catch rate.”
Konkle defines the bite window as the
period of time that an active catfish will follow
a scent trail to a potential food source. He
has used his large home aquarium to study
fish behavior by observing blue and flathead
catfish as they feed.
“I have come to realized that if fish are
hungry, they will immediately track down food
once the scent trail gets to them,” said Konkle.
“On the other hand, if they are not hungry, they
will not begin searching for food, even though
it is obvious that they are aware of it.”
By using these observation techniques
at home and time on the water Konkle has
narrowed his bite window to somewhere
between 7 and 12 minutes on average. He
says this timeframe may vary some due
to several factors that determine if fish are
actively feeding. This is where the seat of the
pants decision making comes in.
“One factor is the speed of the current,”
explained Konkle. “The current determines
how fast the scent gets to the fish. In very slow-
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moving water, you will have to wait longer for
the bite.”
“Related to the first factor, is the distance
from your bait to where the fish are holding,”
continued Konkle. “Typical precision anchoring
allows the scent to get to the fish within a
couple of minutes. This immediately arouses
active fish to search for the food source. This
process can take 5 minutes or more.”
“In the real world, my experience has shown
that the majority of bites occur between that
7- to 12-minute mark. You have to give the
fish enough time to find your bait. Once you
go beyond that bite window, the chances of
catching fish go down dramatically. You can
still catch fish on the hole, especially if the
active fish are further away from your baits
then you intended them to be.”
When not fishing the bite window, but
searching out new locations to fish, Konkle

“...period of time that an active
catfish will follow a scent trail...”

Konkle is a believer in selective harvest and
only keeps small fish for the dinner table.
The big fish are resuscitated and returned
to the water.
will give a spot up to 30 minutes. If he gets all
the bites after 15 minutes that is a signal to
move closer to the location where he expects
the fish to be holding. The new “hot spots” he
discovers will be marked on the electronics.
“If I get bites right away, and up to the end
of the bite window, I know I’m setting on a
good location,” he says.
Drift or Anchor
Determining whether to suspend drift or
anchor on any given location depends on
several factors. Time on the water and angler
knowledge become very important in this
decision. Konkle considers six major factors
to make this determination. He will consider
the terrain, the water temperature, sonar
readings, condition of the fish, current, and
weather.
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“Terrain is a major factor in style of fishing,”
instructed Konkle. “Areas that have a more
consistent bottom with gradual up and downs
are better for suspend drifting. Really rough
and rugged bottoms where you have to make
constant adjustments all the time are not good
candidates for suspend drifting. If you must
drift it, using a three-way bottom bouncing rig
is the best option. Otherwise anchor.”
“Another major factor is water temperature,”
continued Konkle. “Catfish are more aggressive
as the water warms up, and are more likely to
hit suspended baits. During the winter months,
I almost always focus on anchor fishing.”
Konkle also wants a look at the sonar. If
fish are generally right along the bottom, he
suggests anchor fishing as the better option.
If there are schools of baitfish and you’re
marking fish suspended up off the bottom
he typically finds suspend drifting to be more
productive.
He also inspects the fish as he catches
them for evidence of which technique to use.

Konkle uses B’n’M Duck Commander
Ultralight Combos and wax worms to catch
bluegills. The “gills” are sometimes used
live and other times cut.
If he is catching a lot of fish with mud all over
them, he is more likely to fish on the rope. The
mud shows that the fish are holding tight to
the bottom.
“Also pay close attention to the current,”
reminds Konkle. “Very low current can make
for a tough bite on the anchor. “The fish tend
to spread out and make suspend drifting more
effective. If the current picks up so it carries
the scent better, it might be better to go back
to anchoring.”
Finally, Konkle adapts to the weather,
especially wind. High winds or winds from
the wrong direction can greatly affect boat
control and make anchor fishing tough. In
those conditions, even though he would rather
anchor, he chooses to suspend drift in order to
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keep on the locations he want to fish.
“So, go out and locate potential structure,”
concluded Konkle. “Fish a new spot every trip.
Find and mark the areas where you think the
fish are holding. Pick a spot, start fishing, and
watch the clock. Longer periods of wait may
mean you need to move closer and it may
help you zone in on exact places where the
fish are holding. Once you have established
and marked proven locations, using the bite
window will help minimize time wasted in
locations that aren’t holding active feeding
fish. Wait that 7 to 12 minutes and then move
on to the next location. That big fish may be
on the next spot!”

After experiencing Konkle’s run-andgun bite window technique, the author
recommends it highly.

- Ron Presley
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HOW TO?

B’n’M How To Catfish Riggin’
with Rodney Crimm, B’n’M Pole
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Catfish Basics #063

Extreme Rigging – Chad Mayfield,
Pell City, Alabama

Catfishermen are notorious for tying up their favorite rigs and sticking with them all day
long. Sometimes a change of pace is needed and a little adjustment to the rig may make
the difference between a good day and a not so good day.
We all have our favorite knots and rigs that have proven successful, so we are a little
hesitant to change for multiple reasons. However, follow my strategy and it just might
identify what the fish are attracted to in different areas and/or under different conditions.
There are lots of variables when it comes to the catfish bite. On some days they bite
anything and other times they need encouragement. I have developed a strategy where
I start the day with different rigs. I might be fishing with 5 or 6 different presentations, to
begin with.
When using multiple rods, I like to rig each one, or at least several, a little different by
adding or removing tackle. Don’t be afraid to experiment. If one or 2 of the rods consistently
catches fish, I start changing all the rods to match that setup.
Here are a few things you can try, in different combinations, to create different
presentations:
1) Use different length leaders.
2) Place a rattle near the weight.
3) Put a rattle on the business end near the bait.
4) Use spinners to add vibration.
5) Try different types and sizes of floats.
6) Change up the size, cut, or type of bait.
As the catfish industry grows, we see more and more products that merit consideration.
Don’t be afraid to experiment and choose the ones that you think might make a difference.
This strategy has worked for me and I think it will work for you.
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by Spencer Bauer

Beat the heat for big cats in skinny water.

I

t’s hot. I mean super hot. So hot just the
thought of leaving your climate controlled A slip float is a necessary piece of equipment
living room makes you start to sweat. One of when covering water in small streams. Bauer
my favorite ways to beat the heat and get into favors this one from Whisker Seeker Tackle.
a ton of fun is wading for small stream channel
cats. Wading small streams is an awesome
way to cool off and have a great time doing it! they can be found nearly anywhere, especially
in the warmer months were wading shines.
However, for targeting bigger fish, there are a
Location, Location, Location
One cool thing about channel catfish is few tricks that can really up your odds.
The number one thing you can do to target
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larger channel cats in small streams is to fish
sections of a river close to where they go into
bigger bodies of water. Many of these streams
are nothing more than a ditch with a trickle of
water running through them a few miles from
their confluence. However, near the big water,
you may find channel catfish big enough to
make you wonder why you haven’t been doing
this before.
Anglers should also be aware of the habitat
preferences that change throughout the day.
In low water conditions that happen during
the summer, rock riffles draw the majority of
active fish early in the morning and late in
the evening. Also, mid-depth holes are the
main spot for channel catfish. Your biggest,
deepest, most cover-laden holes will hold
some channel catfish, but resident flatheads
often keep channel catfish out of these spots.
Mid-depth depends on the river. If the
deepest holes in the creek you are wading are
7-8 feet, then your best spots will likely be 3-5
feet deep. If the deepest holes are 3-5 feet,
your best spots will be in the 2-foot range.
It all depends on the water, but the concept
remains the same.
Gear for Wading
Wading in August is a far cry from the images
many people have of waders, rain jackets,
and cold water. The water is hot, sometimes
bathtub hot, and wearing anything more than a
pair of shorts would make you feel like an egg
frying in a skillet. If you have easy access to
the water you’re fishing, a junky pair of tennis
shoes and an old pair of shorts are ideal. If
you have to walk through some brush to get
there, jeans will work, especially considering
you will cool off once you are in the water.
I store all my tackle in a backpack. You
don’t need a lot of tackle for this kind of
fishing, but you do need lunch and drinks. A
backpack distributes the weight of the load a
lot better than a shoulder bag, making it much
more comfortable to wear as you’re covering

“If you like catfish and fun, this is
about as good as it gets.”

Take a kid fishing. The fish are fun to catch,
but the memories you will make are much
more special.
water on the river. There are several models
of angling specific backpacks that will work,
you just need to find the one that works the
best for you.
Tackle and Rigging
Nearly any kind of tackle will get the job
done here, but I’m a big fan of drifting a slip
float when covering water in small streams.
The longer the rod, the more effective it will
be for mending the line as the float drifts
downstream. Long rods improve hooksets
from long distances. For float rigging, I use
an 8-foot 6-inch medium heavy steelhead rod
coupled with a 3000-size spinning reel and
20-pound braid.
As far as line goes for running a slip float,
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it’s tough to beat braided fishing line. Braided
line doesn’t sink as much as mono does. Due
to the floating tendency of braid, it is easier to
flip your line back upstream as you drift a bait
along a cutbank on the opposite side of the
river. Also, braid has little to no stretch so it
helps with hooksets from long distances.
For conventional fishing with a stationary
bait on the bottom, lighter action catfish rods
not only get the job done but also make fighting
the fish more enjoyable. Don’t go too light
though or a mean ol’ flathead might pop up
and hurt your feelings. A medium or medium
heavy baitcasting set up with 20-pound mono
will give you a little insurance if a big boy
decides to play.
For rigging, keep it simple. Use a slip float
or clip on bobber set so the bait drifts just
above the bottom, or is ticking the bottom.
This reduces snags as you drift a bait and
allows you to cover water. For bottom fishing,
a Carolina rig with a 1- to 2-ounce sinker is all
you need. I usually use a 4/0 J hook or a 6/0
Triple Threat circle hook.

It will amaze you the quality of channel catfish
that come out of some streams. Small water
doesn’t always mean small fish.
Bait
Continuing with the K.I.S.S (Keep It Simple
Stupid) method, natural baits are king. Fresh
cut bait like creek chubs, bluegill, sunfish,
or shad are my go-to. Worms are great bait,
especially if you are wading in the spring.
Commercial dip baits are another excellent
option if you are fishing with the intent of
catching lots of fish.
Another perk of bringing a backpack is you
should have enough room to fit a small softsided cooler in it for keeping your bait cool and
prevent it from spoiling, especially when it’s
hot out. As the true red-blooded river rat, I like
to think I am, bait goes into the same cooler
as my drinks and food. Okay fine, I keep it in
a plastic bag.
A Couple More Things to Keep in Mind
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Make sure you are aware of land ownership
laws. They are different in each state and may
change from region to region. In Iowa, where
I do most of my fishing, landowners have
possession of everything but the water, except
in the largest rivers in my area. If I were in
a boat, I would have nothing to worry about.
However, as soon as my feet touch the bottom
of the river, I am technically trespassing.
Due to differing laws, if you are not wading
through an area of public land, it is best to
check your laws and make sure you are
legally allowed to be there. There is nothing
wrong with asking permission to fish private
stretches. Be polite, say please and thank
you, and you might be lucky enough to have
permission to some catfish paradise no other
human being has the chance to walk on.
Lastly, if you plan on returning to the same
vehicle you started in, I recommend wading
up river first. It is much easy to return to your
ride going with the power of the current after
a long day of fishing. With that being said, a

Small stream catfish with big bellies are
not uncommon. Catfish that run up small
streams may be driven by the spawn, but
eating is at the front of their minds. The small
waters also heat up much faster, kicking up
their metabolism even more.
great way to do it is to grab a buddy and park
2 separate vehicles at different access points.
This way you can cover and fish untouched
water from one area to another
If you like catfish and fun, this is about as
good as it gets. Mix in some good company,
and you’re looking at memories you will cherish
for the rest of your life. A little warm air, cool
water, and lots of sunshine. That’s fishing wet
at its finest.
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- Spencer Bauer

D

Catfish Gear #016 — SeaArk Boats

escribed by some as the Cadillac of
catfish boats, SeaArk Boats have set
the pace for catfish anglers everywhere.
They have over 58 years of experience in
boat building and it shows. Their heavyduty aluminum boats are the choice of many
catfish anglers.
The company makes many different
models and each can be customized to an
individual’s preferences and fishing style.
Add on any of 48 available options and
accessories to create the boat you want,

Until recently they operate their Catfishing
Duo Guides Service out of a ProCat 240.
As of March 2019, their guests are riding
in absolute comfort in a brand new 26-foot
EasyCat.
The Easy Cat is the perfect combination
of two of SeaArk’s best-selling boats. It
combines the 80-gallon rear livewell of the
ProCat and the lounge seating of an Easy
to create the perfect family fishing boat. Add
your own options to make it your own.
“We have the SeaArk Easy Cat,” said

for fishing the way you want. The choice is
yours.
Tabitha Linville and Justin Conner have
been fishing from a SeaArk since 2012.

Melinda demonstrates how roomy and
comfortable her new EasyCat is.
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Tabitha Linville. “It’s 26 feet long with a 300
hp Suzuki. We picked the black and green
color scheme with the amped package that
we love!”
The Catfishing Duo’s EasyCat has the
bright green on the chairs, rails, steering
wheel and wheels of the trailer. The front
features the couches, a large self-draining
front deck with the raised lip, and a 25-gallon
livewell and an anchor locker.
“The back is the same as the ProCat,”
explained Tabitha. It has
the double
console and the walkthrough windshield. It
also has the captain chairs for comfort, the
rod lockers for storage, and the 80-gallon
livewell needed for trophy catfish.”
All these features make it comfortable,”
continued Tabitha. “Especially with all the
fishing we do. With our fish-cations (her
word for vacations) we stay on the water a
week at a time. The double Bimini tops and
full enclosure with zip down windows and
screens keeps us comfortable and out of the
elements. There is plenty of room to sleep
in the front on the couches, but also room to
continue fishing in the back.”
There are tons of places to store things

The full enclosure keeps everyone comfy,
even in the coldest of weather.
on the EasyCat. The couches, the dash,
and the rod lockers all provide convenient
storage. Tabitha and Justin choose black
and green Monster Rod Holders to match
their boat. And, a stereo so they can listen
to music.
“We also added the Hummingbird Solix 15
and paired it with the Minnkota,” concluded
Tabitha. “It is awesome the way they pair
together. We can map on the fish finder
where we want the trolling motor to drive
and it will drive the boat down that path. We
don’t have to worry about trying to steer with
the remote while pulling planer boards. We
can just concentrate on catching fish. We
love everything about the EasyCat and can’t
wait to catch many catfish on it!”
You can check out each SeaArk model
and their standard and optional equipment
at www.seaarkboats.com.
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HOW TO?

CFN How To Tacklebox Tactics
with Ron Presley
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Catfish Basics #064

Tail Trimming – Joey Pounders,
B’n’M Poles

Joey Pounders has a passion for flatheads and part of
the passion includes live bait. He uses an X-Treme Bait
Tank on his boat to ensure that his live bait stays alive.
Often, he simply hooks on a live bait and gently places it
near the structure he wants to fish. Other times he believes
that trimming the tail and fins can improve your catches.
Especially in those circumstances where you are looking for
a faster bite.
“I recently started trimming the tail on live bait,” says
Pounders. “Sometimes I just trim the ends and sometimes I
trim it close enough to the body so that the bait continually
bleeds.”
There are pluses and minuses to the technique. A quicker scent trail is developed
to attract the fish. And the shad itself becomes more active but it does tire out or
dies quicker. When it does die, it is replaced immediately so the bait is changed
more often.
“This is a technique usually used in heavier structure where hang-ups are
common. The idea is to get a quick bite before I get hung up,” Pounders says.
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by Ron Presley

Chattahoochee River tournament is open to the public and features a 100
percent payback.

W

ith their sights set on South Georgia,
South Alabama and North Florida,
M&J Catfish Wars has shown steady
growth in their short existence. It all began
when avid catfish anglers Marty Highnote
and Joe Belcher, decided to organize a local
catfish trail. After giving the idea some thought
the two anglers settled on the Chattahoochee
River as their targeted waters. The name M&J
came from the initials of their first names.
Highnote and Belcher, who were

tournament fishing partners, reasoned that
by choosing the Chattahoochee they could
draw catfish anglers from Georgia, Alabama,
and Florida. Of course, anglers from any state
were welcome.
M&J Catfish Wars is an affiliate of the Bass Pro
Shops Cabela’s King Kat Tournament Trail.
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Following the trail’s third tournament Mark
Johnson joined the team. From that point on
Highnote and Belcher from Americus, GA, and
Johnson from Dothan, AL share tournament
duties as co-directors.
“I came on as one of the page administrators,”
confirmed Johnson. “We all serve together
as tournament co-directors. And we all share
duties.”
“Mark came on board to help secure
sponsors and sponsorships,” added Belcher.
“So, all three of us have equal roles in the
administration of the trail. We don’t make any
money off of this deal. Every dime taken in

“This stretch of river … offers an
attractive destination for anglers.”

Tiff Thompson caught this 40.7-pound
flathead while fishing a M&J Catfish Wars
Tournament. It set a state of Georgia river
record for the lower Chattahoochee.
goes back to the anglers. And the anglers
help make it a success by showing up and
working behind the scenes. It’s been a good
combination thus far.”
The first tournament was out of Fort
Gaines where a good turnout convinced them
of the possibilities the trail had. They then
identified their exact tournament waters as
the Chattahoochee River from the dam at Fort
Gaines, Georgia to Lake Seminole and part
of the Flint River. Their goal was to establish
a trail were anglers from all three states could
compete in “good clean tournament fun.” The
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boundary stops at Woodruff Dam where the
Apalachicola River begins.
“We expected 10 to 15 boats and had 19
show up,” recalled Belcher. “That showed us
there was more interest than we thought. So,
we decided to have the trail based in Gordon
Al, further down on the Chattahoochee River.
We also added a points race and big fish
prizes for blues and flatheads for the year.”
This stretch of river has proven to be
productive and offers an attractive destination
for anglers. A new record for flathead catfish
on the lower Chattahoochee River was set on
Saturday, March 9, 2019 by Tiff Thompson (Get
A Life Guide Service) of Americus GA. while
fishing the M&J Catfish Wars Tournament. It
weighed 40.7 pounds. Tiff was fishing a stretch
of the Chattahoochee between Fort Gaines
and the Columbia Lock & Dam.
Offering more proof of the river’s productivity,
Donna Johnson, the wife of tournament codirector Mark Johnson, recently caught her new
personal best. It was a 51.2-pound blue from
the Gordon, AL area on the Chattahoochee
River where the M&J tournaments are held.

From left to right, Marty Highnote, Mark
Johnson, and Joe belcher share the duties
of conducting the M&J Catfish Wars
tournaments.
Since the first tournament in August of
2018, anglers from as far away as Jasper
GA., Panama City FL, Southeast AL, and
everywhere in between converge in Gordon
AL at the boat ramp on the Chattahoochee
River where they conduct the tournaments.
“Anglers from as far away as Mississippi and
Tennessee have expressed interests in fishing
the M&J Catfish War Trail,” said Highnote.
“And more are expected and welcome. M&J
Catfish Wars is now an affiliate of the Bass Pro
Shops Cabela’s King Kat Tournament Trail. All
of our winners can go on to qualify for and fish
in the Cabela’s King Kat Classic each year.”
“We conduct our tournament out of one
location,” added Highnote. “But we allow
trailering to any boat ramp along the river
or lake. Five fish bags regularly exceed 100
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M&J Catfish Wars is held on the Chattahoochee River. Donna
Johnson caught her personal best 51.2-pound blue near Gordon,
AL where the tournament launches.
pounds. All M&J Catfish War tournaments are open to the public
and distribute a 100 percent payback.”
The trail has averaged 17 teams at the first three tournaments
this year. The third one had 23. They fully expect to maintain the
23, or more, for the rest of the year.
“This deal has expanded beyond our imagination,” offered
Belcher. “It did it in a very short amount of time and we hope it
continues for a long time to come.”
“For anyone out there who would like to fish M&J Catfish War
Trail come on out,” concluded Highnote. “We are family friendly and
invite you to bring your spouse, children, grandchildren or friends.
Why not give them an opportunity to develop the same love for the
sport that we have. Joe, Mark and myself conduct the tournament
for the love of the sport of catfishing and a desire to see it grow.”
Keep up with the M&J Catfish trail by liking and following their
Facebook page. Join them for their next tournament at the Gordon
Boat Ramp off Jowers Road in Gordon, AL.
- Ron Presley
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O

Making memories while making history.

rganizers of Chick Fight, the first
all lady catfish tournament, chose
Wheeler Lake in Alabama for the
inaugural event. Wheeler Lake was a
good choice because it is a bucket list
destination for most catfish anglers
because of the huge catfish it offers.
“Everyone wants to catch a fish of a
lifetime,” said tournament organizer,
Melinda Folsom. “Wheeler is a place
where that’s possible just by putting bait
in the water.”
Chick Fight was Folsom’s first
tournament to direct. She used procedures
and ideas taken from her own experiences
as a tournament angler and molded them
with others to create an event for the
ladies of catfishing. She included many
volunteers in the process, including
naming Ann White as co-director.
With team names like Whisker Gitters,
Whisker Sisters, and Catfish Queens
you knew it was going to be fun. The
tournament was quickly accepted by the

catfish community as an event to support.
In the end, 45 teams from 18 states and
more than 45 companies and entities step
up to the plate to offer their support.
The wheels were put in motion and the
date of April 6, 2019 was scheduled to
hold the event. Forty-five teams of all lady
anglers, some accompanied by male boat
drivers who could not assist in fishing,
launched out of First Creek Boat Ramp
at Joe Wheeler State Park in Rogersville
Alabama. Anglers were required to quit
fishing at 3:00 PM and be back to the
weigh-in by 4:00 PM.
Top Ten Results
The lady anglers were faced with a
tough bite but it did not seem to dampen
their spirits. The words that most describe
their experience include competition,
learning, patience, challenging, and
partner. All that responded indicated that
they were ready to do it again.
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First Place
At the end of the day it was Catfish Weekly’s Team RigRap that claimed the top
honors. Nikki Ishcomer, Cindy Stokes and Hannah Ishcomer weighed in 97.92 pounds
in two Fish to take first. They were anchor fishing with skipjack. Like most anglers,
they reported a very tough bite.
The team remained patient through the tough bite and that patience proved to
be the key. They had marked fish on sonar so they knew they were there. Showing
extreme patience, they set on those fish until they decided to bite. They changed
their bait about every 45 minutes until that first bite came sometime after noon.
“We just kept with it,” added Nikki. “It finally paid off and we got our first bite right
around 12:40. That turned out to be our first fish as well. We continued to keep fresh
bait out until we caught our second fish and it was ten minutes before quitting time
at 3:00 pm.”

25 Catfish NOW May 2019

CHICK FIGHT VICTORY
Second Place
Cye Pierce and Rose Thompson wore
their B’n’M jerseys to a second-place finish.
They weighed in 74.41 pounds in two fish to
claim their spot. They started the day off early
and caught two nice fish while suspending
baits. That turned out to be the only two fish
they boated on the day.
“We thought we were off to a great start,”
recalled Cye. “But then the bite quit until the
afternoon. That afternoon we had another
fish all the way to the boat, but it pulled the
hook and we lost it.”
“We started our morning out with a bang,”
confirmed Rose. “Then the bite slowed
down. We had a couple more hits after lunch
just couldn’t get em’ in the boat.”
Third Place
The third-place spot went to Crystal Scott
and Ashley Mooney. Fishing under the name
“Team First Timers” They brought three cats
to the scales that weighed 72.58 pounds.
The team name was certainly appropriate
since Crystal and her daughter, Ashley
were fishing their first catfish tournament.
“We fished down river from Joe Wheeler
State Park,” said Crystal. “We were fishing
with cut bait. We had a wonderful time and
are looking forward to the next time.”
Fourth Place
Joelina Huffman and Kathryn Holloway
McTaggart weighed in three fish at 69.06
pounds to claim the fourth-place spot. They
called themselves Team Big Whiskers.
“We had a great time,” said Kathryn.
“Fishing was tough but that’s all part of fishing.
I love the challenge. We are already looking
forward to fishing the next one.”
“I was so thankful that an event was created
for the ladies,” added Joelina.”I hope that this
inspired more women who love the sport to
participate. It was truly an honor playing a
small part in an historical event. The sport
of catfishing has grown so much in the past
10 years and hope that it continues to grow
exponentially throughout the next 10 years.
My dream is for catfishing to be as big as bass
fishing one day.”
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Fifth Place
Rounding out the top five was Tyra Williams
and Katie Walton. They brought two fish to
the scales that weighed 63.68 pounds. One
of those was the big fish of the tournament at
56.49 pounds. They fished under the name
“Team OUTTA LINE.”
“It was nail-biting,” said Tyra. “We were the
first boat to weigh in and had to wait and see
where we ended up. We’ll plan on making
the drive from Ohio next year to wherever
Melinda and Ann decide Chick Fight 2020 is
going to be held.”
Sixth Place
Tammy Strouth and Nina Johnson took
the sixth-place spot. Tammy and Nina did it
with only one fish, but that fish weighed 53.78
pounds and was good enough for the second
big fish of the tournament. They were fishing
on the rope using shad for bait.
“I love it and if felt good getting back out
there again,” commented Tammy. “I plan on
coming back next year.”
Seventh Place
Seventh place went to Jennifer and
Cassidy Tholl. They weighed in three fish at
52.21 pounds to claim their spot. Cassidy
added the smallest fish of the day to claim
her individual honor.
“We were dragging,” said Jennifer. “The
tournament was a great learning experience
for me. It made me realize how much I rely
on my partner for a lot of things, but I also
realized how well I can do on my own.”
Eighth Place
Joanna Reene and Amy Starnes finished in
the eighth spot. Joanna and Amy fished under
the name of “All Bobbers No Rods.” They
brought two fish to the scales that weighed
45.44 pounds.
“We mostly anchored on fish during
the tournament,” reported Joanna. “The
tournament was the first time I met my partner.
We found that we fished the same style at
home so we came up with a plan and it worked
out for us. I think Chick Fight was wonderful. It
felt AMAZING catching those fish and knowing
that my partner and I did it all!”
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Ninth Place
A big old Wheeler Lake flathead helped
Louise Lawson and Pat Dennis claim the
ninth spot. They only had one fish, but
their flathead was a 43.72 pounder. Louise
and Pat never even knew each other until
the captains meeting.
“We tied off some and anchored some,”
reported Louise. “We caught the flathead
on cut shad. I think Melinda did a great
job putting it on. I had a lot of fun and
hope to do it next time.”
Tenth Place
Rounding out the top 10 was another
mother/daughter team. Shannelle and
Kaitlyn Kline from Indiana boated a
34.65-pound Wheeler blue cat to claim
their spot.
“This weekend was an absolutely
amazing experience for Kaitlyn and
myself,”
reported
Shannelle.
“We
accomplished so many things for the first
time. Chick Fight was a weekend that we
are both so glad we decided to go out on
a limb and give it a shot.”
Final Thoughts
This tournament gave women catfish
anglers a platform to demonstrate their
skills and enjoy the competition and
camaraderie of tournament fishing. The
excitement among lady catfishing anglers
has grown because of Chick Fight and its
impact on the sport will likely be felt for
years to come.
“Forty-five teams of women came
together to learn, love, and fish with each
other,” said Ann White in a Facebook post
following the event. “From the neverfished-before to seasoned tournament
anglers…senior ladies to girls…we
traveled to Alabama for an event of a
lifetime. The smiles, the hugs, and the
lifelong friendships made all the hard
work worth the effort.”
“Catfishing is not just a sport for men
anymore,” concluded Folsom. “I hope this
event can reoccur every year and grow
with each new year. Ann and I want to thank

every company, person, and participant
who contributed to the event. We plan for
Chick Fight to be an annual event that will
be moved around to different locations to
make it regionally accessible to all lady
anglers. I hope to announce the 2020
location and date soon!”
For more information on Chick Fight
visit their Facebook page and website.
Registration forms and entry information
for the next event can be found on their
website at www.chick-fight.com.

28 Catfish NOW May 2019

- Ron Presley

IF YOU’RE NOT USING DRIFTMASTER...
GOOD LUCK!

MADE IN USA
.COM

ROD HOLDERS &
TROLLING SYSTEMS
BLACK RIVER TOOLS, INC.

803-473-4927

29 Catfish NOW May 2019

by Terry Madewell

Veteran fishing guide Bob Winters and son Bobby, who’s taking
over the family guide business, both became more complete
fishermen during a year of working together.

E

very catfisherman is unique in terms
of knowledge, skills, and abilities
regarding finding and catching catfish.
There is no single formula for success that
fits everyone.
Bob Winters from Moncks Corner South
Carolina, a fishing guide who has helped
anglers make huge catfish catches for
40-years on the Santee Cooper lakes,
said the ideal skill-set varies with every
individual angler.
“I’ve seen catfishermen with a
conservative philosophy and others who
were quite aggressive make consistently
outstanding catches,” he said. “The bottom

Bob Winters has been catching big catfish
for 40 years using old school tactics
line is every angler must find the right
balance, a perfect blend of tactics and
techniques that fit their individual style.”
Bob Winters put his theory in practice
the last year of his long guiding career in
2018 by taking his son Bobby under his
wing to help him polish his elite, but raw,
skills into becoming a complete fishing
guide.
My first opportunity to fish with the elder
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Winters was in late 2017. Boarding the
boat, I realized he was with an ‘old school’
fisherman, complete with an ancient
Lowrance 24/60 flasher unit as his only
electronic equipment.
On that day we fished and discussed
fishing tactics old and new and I left with
a well-founded basis for understanding
why his ‘old school’ methodology was still
cool. It’s cool because we caught catfish,
including big catfish.
Fast-forward a few months when
Winters told me his son Bobby, a recent
college graduate, had decided to go into
the family business of guiding.
“Bobby has fished all his life, much of it
with me,” he said. “He’s got natural skills, a
great work ethic and a solid understanding
of fish behavior. But his young mind is
focused on modern equipment and more
aggressive tactics.”
Team Winters formed a year-long
partnership to enable Bobby to literally
learn the art of the guiding business with
his dad as personal mentor. At the end
of the year the elder Winters, at age 75,
planned to retire from the guide business.
I had the opportunity to fish with Team
Winters during the year and saw how old
school and new school ideas morphed into
new, and strategically successful, tactics
for both men.
Ultimately, the blend of new and old
made both anglers better fishermen.
A late spring trip in 2018, a few months
into the year-long event, was my first
opportunity to fish with them as a team.
When we met Bob’s old Glassmaster boat
we’d fish in previously had been replaced
with a roomy pontoon boat with a new
electric motor on the front and a modern
graph on the pilot’s side.
The elder Winters said he was already
‘buying in’ to new technology after using it
for a while.

“…the blend of new and old
made both anglers better…”

Guide Bobby Winters with a big blue catfish,
the last fish caught on his dad’s final ‘official’
guide trip.
“I’ve compared the new graph to my
flasher and was really impressed,” he
said. “I did perfectly well with the flasher,
but I’m sold on the modern graph. It does
everything I need and more. The important
part is that Bobby has learned to use the
advanced capabilities of the unit. And
he’s right, learning how to utilize all the
features of these units will make a person
a better fisherman as long as they already
understand the fundamentals of finding
and catching catfish.”
The young Winters said that after a
few months in the mentoring process
he’d learned the value of patience and
perseverance and trusting his instincts,
per his dad’s advice.
A perfect example occurred that day.
Bobby marked fish and forage in an area
where they’d been consistently catching
catfish on recent trips. But the first drift
produced no bites. The elder Winters
suggested a slight change to fish nearby
deeper water and Bobby agreed. On the
first drift in the new spot, multiple fish were
caught and at one point six catfish hooked
at one time, with five landed.
“I’m learning to be patient, but still
practical,” he said. “Without success at
some point I’ll need to change locations or
tactics, but giving a potentially good area
a reasonable effort is crucial.”
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Bobby said he’s also learned from his
dad that drifting is not a random method of
catfishing.
“To the untrained eye drift fishing may
appear to be a random approach but that’s
not accurate, “he said. “Dad’s taught me
that an organized drift, covering a specific
area of water for a pre-determined reason,
is essential. The reason may be obvious,
such as forage and baitfish lighting up the
graph screen, or it can be subtle.”
The young Winters said drifting up
an underwater slope is generally more
productive than drifting down it.
“Dad’s taught me since I was very young
that drifting baits up a ledge produces
best and after fishing with him daily and
tracking results, I’m now all in on that,” he
said. “I may have eventually learned that
on my own but that’s one of many of the
‘old school’ tactics he’s learned on the job
that I’ve incorporated into my arsenal of
techniques.”
Bob Winters said he’s not opposed to
new technology; in fact, he embraces it

A ‘Fine Farewell’ catch of 40 and 21 pound
catfish marked the end of one era and the
beginning of a new
and has enjoyed learning more and finding
ways it works within his tried and true
system of fishing.
“I’ve stayed open-minded thanks to
Bobby,” he said. “He’s 25 and he’s now
guiding as his chosen profession. He likes
new technology and it clicks for him.”
Adjusting to change is always an
interesting process regardless of the field
and catfish guiding is no exception. For Bob
and Bobby Winters, the process involved
the morphing of both fishing guides to new
ways of thinking. By the end of the yearlong transformation process, Bob Winters,
long an icon of Santee Cooper catfishing
and traditional ‘old school’ methodology
moved the needle considerably toward the
modern side by embracing certain facets
of modern technology and equipment.
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Bob Winters was still highly effective using
a flasher unit before retirement.
“After nearly a half-century of successful
guiding it’s refreshing to know I can still
appreciate change when it is for the better,”
the elder Winters said. “But old school
is still near and dear to my fishing style.
But I’m proud that Bobby has helped me
come full circle to embrace and use some
modern technology.”
Bobby, the energetic and wildly talented
new gun is high on modern technology.
Science and biology opened his mind and
he has embraced several of his dad’s old
school tactics.
“I’ve learned to blend the old and new
simply because it works, is reliable and
enables me to keeps a cool connection
with dad,” he said.
Guide Bobby Winters can be contacted
through Blacks Camp on Santee Cooper
at (843) 753-2231 or (843) 709-0626).

- Terry Madewell

The Farewell Trip
I had the honor to be one of a handful
of writers on board Team Winters’ boat on
the elder Winters last official day of guiding.
It was a cold 2018 December day and a
strong frontal passage had slowed the bite
from the previous week.
After a year of working together, Team
Winters felt positive about the day. On
multiple occasions, father and son huddled
together discussing options about how,
when, and where to make adjustments to
catch fish.
Fishing success and the size of fish
caught improved as the pattern came into
sharper focus for Team Winters. Fittingly,
after a lengthy consultation later that
afternoon, and with both guides nodding
affirmatively on the decision, young Bobby
made one last move to another spot.
A few minutes into the drift, a rod bowed
deep with a big catfish hooked. The weight
remains unknown but the big cat stripped
line from the reel and simply outdueled the
guy manning the rod.
Encouraged by the quick big fish bite
the ‘old school’ secret weapons of patience
and perseverance were soon rewarded with
two quality blue catfish, one 20-pound-plus
class and another 40-pound class catfish.
When the final big fish was hauled aboard
it was literally the grand finale for the day,
the trip, and 40-year guide career for Bob
Winters. The father and son team sported
smiles while holding the two fish as their
year-long journey came to a close.
Bob Winters made the analogy that at
the end of the day a big catch of catfish
today is remarkably similar to a big catch in
1979. He said successful fishing is always
an on-going learning process pointing out
that what’s considered ‘old school’ today
was the new technology and the ‘hot stuff’
of that era when he began guiding.
Perhaps his greatest fishing lesson to his
son is that for good fishermen the learning
curve and potential for improvement never
flat-lines if they’re open to change.
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A passionate catman with an undeniable strategy of sharing and giving back.

F

ifty-year-old Cad Daly makes his
home in Pulaski, Tennessee with
his wife Ashley and son Case. It is
not too surprising that he loves to catfish
because Wheeler and Wilson Lakes are
just across the state line in Alabama.
They are close enough that he calls them
his home waters.
Where many catfish anglers have those
lakes on their bucket list, Daly fishes
them regularly for his own enjoyment and
as a way to share the sport he loves so
much. He is a skilled and accomplished
catfisherman with a passion for helping

Cad Daly has a passion for catfishing. He is
shown here on one of his favorite places to
fish, Wheeler Lake in Alabama.
others. He is especially active in helping
young anglers. His own addiction to
catfishing dates back to when he was
young, probably five or six years old.
“I got started catfishing at an early age,”
recalled Daly. “My grandparents had a
small farm with a pond. My grandmother
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would take me fishing in that pond. I
remember just sitting there with her as a
kid taking in everything she said. I was in
heaven!”
Weekends became a ritual for Daly. At
the first sign of light he would wake his
grandmother up and they would hit the
pond. He recalls those days for the fun,
but also as a learning experience. And,
as many will recall, bait was easy to come
by.
“I would dig worms around my
grandparent’s barn where the cattle
would eat,” joked Daly. “It was some very
good rich soil. From what I remember
the rods and reels we used came from a
local hardware store and was just your
standard old school Zebco 33’s.”

“…catfishing began to grow as
a part of who he was.”

Instead of fishing with worms from the bank
of a pond Daly now uses all the modern
equipment to find and catch his whiskered
nemeses.
“I learned the important virtue of
patience from fishing with my grandmother.
We would sit for hours just waiting on
that bobber to disappear. The same thing
applies today. We often sit for several
hours waiting on that one important bite.”
“Fishing with her back then was just as
exciting as getting ready for a tournament
today,” confessed Daly. “I would give
anything for her to still be around so I
could take her out on the boat and help
her catch a monster cat.”
Through Daly’s teenage years and
early adult life he was still fishing, but it
was pretty casual. He fished local rivers
and ponds from the bank but never got
really serious about it. Then, a few years
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ago catfishing began to grow as a part of
who he was. A fortuitous, and by some
standards strange, meeting with another
catfish angler stoked the flames and a
more serious angler developed.
“Chris Parker and I became friends
at the local pay lake,” said Daly. “It
was several years ago before we knew
anything about the pay lake problem with
big river fish. As we were educated about
the problem, we quit fishing it and decided
to buy a boat.”
That first boat was a 15-footer with a
25 hp engine, but it gave them a start
in trophy catfishing that led them to
tournament fishing. Since that time, they
have upgraded many times, having had
7 or 8 boats between them. In their first
trip to Wheeler in that little flat bottom jon
boat they caught one fish. It was a nice
blue cat weighing about 20 pounds. They
were hooked!
“Now, we travel all over fishing
tournaments” said Daly. “Alabama,
Tennessee, Mississippi, Kentucky, and

This little flat-bottomed boat helped move
Daly and Parker to a whole new world of
catfishing.
Ohio have all been fished. We are planning
on making a few trips to other states in
the upcoming year.”
Although Daly gets a lot of satisfaction
from tournament fishing, he gets more
from helping other people catch fish. Any
of his friends will tell you, he is one of the
first people to volunteer for events related
to new anglers, especially the kids. He is
often involved with tournaments and other
events that give back in some way to the
community.
“He has never met a stranger,” said
his tournament partner, Chris Parker. “He
is always there to talk to that stranger or
help that stranger.”
“That is how Cad and I met,” continued
Parker. “There I am on the bank struggling
to get a fish in. The next thing I know this
stranger is grabbing the net and helping
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me land my fish. From that point in time a
friendship was born.”
“Cad will help anyone. From the store
clerk where we buy our breakfast, the
stranger pumping gas, or the guy at the
dock fishing, Cad is always going out of
his way to answer a question or talk to
that stranger.”
“My fishing partner is always sending
me a message saying he wants to do
this or wants to give this. It is all aimed
at helping someone or giving back to the
sport that we both love.”
“If I can’t go fishing on a certain
weekend it is likely that Cad goes fishing
and introduces someone new to catfishing.
Witnessing his generosity has made me a
better person and I’m proud to call him
my partner,” concluded Parker.
Cad’s wife describes his specialty as,
“Helping others through fishing in general.
He is quick to contribute his time, ideas,
etc. to causes that affect the catfishing
world. And that’s all on top of taking

Nowadays Daly and his partner Chris
Parker team up to hunt down big blues like
this Wheeler Lake beast.
people out to fish.”
“What I enjoy most is helping younger
anglers,” explained Cad. “Or even adult
anglers that have never caught a big fish.
I also enjoy taking people out who have
never had the opportunity to go on a boat
and fish. I really enjoy that!”
“Personally, I plan on fishing as long as
my health will allow it,” concluded Daly. “I
have a ten-year-old son, Case, who really
loves to fish and I hope to one day turn it
all over to him.”
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Why We Catfish

A Guest Editorial by Lisa Gail Haraway

Editor’s Note: Lisa Gail Haraway is a relative newcomer to the sport of catfishing. As of this
writing, she has been fishing for two years. Although she was exposed to it only recently, she
has developed a true passion for the sport. Her job is important but stressful. As a paramedic,
she sees a lot of things that go unseen to the general public. She has discovered fishing as
her escape and a way to keep her sanity in balance. And, as luck would have it the Tennessee
River, Wilson, and Wheeler Lakes are right there in her backyard.

From bait fishing to tournament fishing, she loves it all.

I

’m just a small town 49-year-old country girl
from Anderson, Alabama. My name is Lisa
Haraway and I’m a paramedic. I have two
kids, Sean and Audrey. My husband Terry
Haraway has always been the main fisherman
in the family.
I never grew up fishing, but watched my
husband go fishing for like 16 years while I
stayed home. Last year he had a massive
heart attack and I decided on that day that
there is much more to life than working and
cleaning—LOL.

Lisa enjoys the fight from a big fish like this,
but enjoys the experience of being on the
water even more.
With that thought in mind, I decided to go
bait fishing one day with Terry. I’m sure he was
thinking, “Oh my, this woman has never fished
before.”
Well, needless to say, the minute my hook hit
the water and I began bringing in the skipjack
faster than my husband was I was hooked! At
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that moment in time catfishing became a love
for me—it became my passion.
So, after bait fishing for a while, I asked
Terry, “What do folks do with these skipjacks
that we’re catching?
He replied, “They are used to fish for
catfish. And many anglers use them to fish
tournaments.”
“So why ain’t we tournament fishing,” I
asked? Terry’s response reflected his heart of
gold.
“I never wanted to fish tournaments due
to the money we could use for the family,” he
said.
Well, the kids are grown and its time, I
thought. So, I asked Terry when the next
tournament was coming up. It turned out to be
the HOLD’em HOOK catfish trail event out of
Ditto Landing in Huntsville on July 28, 2018.
I signed us up for the tournament and I
caught the Big Fish that day. It was a 57.7-pound
blue catfish. I haven’t stopped fishing since
that great experience. There is nothing better

There is nothing more relaxing and stress
relieving to Lisa than a beautiful sunrise or
sunset over the water.
than the feeling of that rod bending when you
catch one and the excitement of wondering
how many pounds the fish is going to weigh.
Since I started fishing, we have several
friends that have joined us. They see our
enjoyment of fishing and now they are fishing
with us for recreation and also tournament
fishing.
My mom now tells me how I remind her of
my grandpa Holt. He would rather fish than eat.
Mom says she is so proud that his grandkid is
keeping his love for fishing alive.
In just a short time I have fished the
Mississippi River Monster tournament, the
HOLD’em HOOK Catfish Trail, and just recently
the Chick Fight tournament on Wheeler Lake.
I have also fished several other small trails.
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Truthfully, I Love the bigger tournaments
because I am very competitive right down to
my bait fishing.
I will never forget my biggest moment to
date. It was catching that 57.7-pound cat. But
it needs to be beat this year!
Fishing to me is not just about winning
a place at tournaments. It’s about the time
spent together fishing with my partner and our
friends. And socializing afterward.
My goal is to get my daughter fishing some.
She already has her fishing licenses. My son
lives in Florida and already loves to fish.
Ninety-nine percent of the time when I am
off work I am fishing. I even have a bucket and
fishing pole in my Jeep. Many days, when the
opportunity presents itself, I will stop and fish
off the bank or jump in the boat—it’s the best
stress relief out there.
For many years I never knew that catfishing
was so relaxing and stress relieving. As I
continue to fish, I am wowed by the sunrises
and sunsets on the water. I asked Terry why he
never mentioned how beautiful the sunrises or
sunsets where.
He said that he never stopped to notice
them until I started fishing with him. He was
all about how many or how big his fish were.
I missed all those years of beauty. They are
definitely different on the water than on my

Lisa is shown here with her second biggest
blue. She caught this 52-pounder at the
Christmas for Kids event put on each year
by the HOLD’em HOOK Catfish Trail.
farm.
When I see the beautiful sunsets and
sunrises it just makes me feel like everything
around me stops for a moment. They remind
me of what a wonderful God we have as they
bring peace and calmness over me.
So why do I love catfishing? I love catfishing
for the relaxation; the quality time with my
husband and friends; the serenity of the views
that I experience; and the thrill and excitement
of catching big catfish. In the end, I would
rather be outside than in the house, any day
of the year. I don’t care if I catch a fish or not
because I have already accomplished my win
just by being on the water.
Tight lines everyone.
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- Lisa Gail Haraway

CATFISH CALENDAR
(Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.)
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE

18th
18th
18th
18th
18TH
18th
18th
19th
19th
22nd
24th - 25th
25th
25th
25th
25th
25th
25th - 26th
26th
29th
1st
1st
1st
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
5th
8th
8th
8th
8th
8th
8th
8th
9th

CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
CATFISH MAFIA TOURNAMENT SERIES
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOC.
INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
JKV CATFISHING TOURNAMENT TRAIL SerIES
OHIO VALLEY TOURNAMENT SERIES
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATFISH
SOUTH WEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOC.
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
ICATS
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA MISSOURI RIVER
FLATHEAD BLUES
ICATS
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACK CATFISHING
FISHN BLUES
INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL
OHIO VALLEY TOURNAMENT SERIES
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS
TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB

OHIO RIVER
SUSQUEHANNA RIVER/LONG LEVEL
DYERS CREEK BOAT RAMP
DUFFY’S
LEAVENWORTH
POWHATAN POINT MARINA
KUTCHIES
COFFMAN BEACH ACCESS LOZ
NEVILLE BOAT RAMP
NORTH LANDING
CLARKSVILLE TN MARINA
DITTO LANDING
LEAVENWORTH
ST JOE RIVER
KUTCHIES
CARRUTHERSVILLE MO
LEXINGTON MO/MACIS
RED ROCK
LAFAVE PARK
BROWNS LAKE
ROCK RIVER
DESOTO LAKE/MS RIVER
TBD
PERU
HOOVER RESERVOIR
DES MOINES RIVER
NORTH LANDING
BOON IA HWY 30 ACCESS
BLUFF CREEK
ELLSWORTH
PETERSBURG
GRAND RIVER
STEUBENVILLE MARINA
TUNICA RIVER PARK
NICKAJACK
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TRAIL
SERIES/DAY
CLUB
FLATHEAD BASH OPEN
SPRING CLASSIC
SERIES
DAY
CLUB/DAY
CLUB
HIGH STAKES NIGHT
3-FISH SHOOTOUT
TRAIL
POINTS 3 NIGHT
TRAIL
COED DAY
CLUB
NIGHT
JACK & JILL
CLUB
TRAIL/NIGHT
TRAIL
TRAIL
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
SERIES
CLUB
BOB MILLER MEMORIAL
CLUB
SHOOTOUT
POINTS 4 NIGHT
TRAIL
SERIES
CLUB
CLUB

Tournament
Tournament Results
Results
BASS PRO SHOPS CABELA’S KING
KAT

APRIL 13th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

LAKE WATEREE

David Faulkenbury/JR Holley
Benji Brown/Lindsey Patterson
Bradley Williams/Robin Williams
Joseph Spittle/Paige Spittle/Kylie Spittle
John Terry/Stephen Wooten

126.74
117.06
105.98
99.46
89.96

BIG FISH
1. Benji Brown/Lindsey Patterson

43.06

CATFISH MAFIA TOURNAMENT
TRAIL

APRIL 13th

CITY ISLAND

1. CJ Markley/Popeye Adams
2. Rob Hildebrand/Bernie Kefauver
3. Brent Goodling/Eric Dressler

52.4
52.4
47

BIG FISH
1. Chad Barton

13.8

CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL

APRIL 13th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

NEVARRO MILLS LAKE

Town Creek Outfitters
Thirsty
Catastrophic
Camo Cattin
DRTW

45.37
33.12
28.6
28.53
27.8

BIG FISH
1. Catastrophic

22.92

FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2

APRIL 13th
1.
2.
3.
4.

HOOVER RESERVOIR

Joe Hatfield/Kyle Gibney
Shane Henderson/Amanda Johnson
David Funk/Chris Macri
Joe Aucreman/Ted Aucreman

45
41.5
23.6
10.8

BIG FISH
1. Joe Hatfield/Kyle Gibney

26.9
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Tournament Results

APRIL 13th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

M&J CATFISH WAR
CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER

Chad Bailey
Marty/Chandler/Joe
Seth Alday
Matt Gillis/Jaush Gillis
Allen Shepard

157.26
141.72
140.6
140.32
124.32

BIG FISH
1. Chad Bailey

APRIL 13th

41.62

REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
MADISON

1. Abe Tallon
2. Don Elder/Dillon Tingle
3. Andrew Meadows/Andy Mefford

85.1
46.6
32.4

BIG FISH
1. Abe Tallon

77.8
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Tournament Results
TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB

APRIL 13th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

WATTS BAR LAKE

Jamie Bean/Jeremy Gions/Jason Lane
Ryan Lawrence/Mark Blauvelt
Josh Brown/Trevor Nederhoff/Gunner
Scott Wilson/Fonzie Malaikham
Chris Ward/Chris Carter

75.92
68.28
58.42
57.08
54.12

BIG FISH
1. Jamie Bean/Jeremy Gions/Jason Lane

APRIL 20th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

FISHN BLUES
ELLSWORTH LAKE

Mike Orr
Josh Rollins
Tim Orr
Billy Mack
Terry Alexander

APRIL 28th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

32.34

25.14
13.13
11.15
9.13
9.07

ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
CHENEY RESERVOIR

K Parks/T Fischer
J Berglund/R Berglund/E Henry
S Goss/S Goss/L Lynn
M Gulick/J Anthony
J Kennedy/S Kennedy

86.9
62.1
28.1
25.9
24.3

BIG FISH
1. J Kennedy/S Kennedy

APRIL 27th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

24.3

HOLD’EM HOOK
DITTO LANDING

Shane Holtz/Brian Tardo
Daniel Champion/Chris/Mike
Chad Bryant/John Hogland
Ricky Lawson/Louise Lawson
Chris Robinson

86.3
63.7
52.9
51.7
51.1

BIG FISH
1. Shane Holtz/Brian Tardo

62
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Tournament Results

APRIL 27th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
TANNERS CREEK

Bob Griffith/Marty Kraus
Jeff/James
Nathan Raber/Kevin/Kevin
Greg Stockton/Cory Wines
Ron/George

70.3
48
37.5
37.1
29.3

BIG FISH
1. Bob Griffith/Marty Kraus

47.4
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Tournament Results
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL

APRIL 27th

KALAMAZOO

1. Tyler Meyer/Brandon Hylarides
2. Anthony Sheldon/Michael Allersma
3. John Frost/Rusty Eastman
4. Josh Wells/Tavis Brimhall
5. Lloyd Borowski/Tony Borowski/Rob Jancaric

39.9
36.9
34.1
30.1
27.3

BIG FISH
1. Tyler Meyer/Brandon Hylarides

APRIL 27th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

15.9

TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
HENRY

Shawn Kelly/Shane Kelly
Mike Kuehl/Kassi Kuehl
Joe Ludtke/Joe Coventry
Ken Luttrell/Bryan Espy
Scott Waller/Dallas Woodworth

50.2
47.3
44.25
43.8
43.45

BIG FISH
1. Adam Hart/Chris Hart

11.9
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Tournament Results

MAY 3rd - 4th

BASS PRO SHOPS CABELA’S KING
KAT
WATTS BAR LAKE

1. Mike Mitchell/Jackson Mitchell/Rick
Sexton
2. Jared Coker/Terohn Heinrich
3. David Hill/Darlene Hill
4. Chris Robinson/David Robinson
5. Carl Morris Jr/Rob Parsons

228.82
217.98
195.16
194.02
180.48

BIG FISH
1. Chris Robinson/David Robinson

MAY 4th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

64.64

CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT
SERIES
CLINTON LAKE

Thurston/Britt
Perry/Fay/Bechieler
Davis/Jackson/Jackson
Wehling/Stoller
Schiffelbein/Sheern

33.1
31.3
28.8
26.75
24.8

BIG FISH
1. Thurston/Britt

MAY 4th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

9.7

CATFISH MAFIA TOURNAMENT SERIES
SANBURY

Matt Webb
Jesse Deitz
Andrew Lentz
Brent Goodling
Rob Hildebrand

45.8
45.2
44.8
43.4
42.2

BIG FISH
1. Matt Webb

MAY 4th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

12.8

CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
STILLHOUSE HOLLOW

Camo Cattin’
Underdogs
Cowtown Catfishing
Tightliners
Kraken

45.68
42.2
39.05
35.52
34.1

BIG FISH
1. Underdogs

23.05
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Tournament Results
FLATHEAD BLUES

MAY 4th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

HOOVER RESERVOIR

Zachariah Stelting/Austin Venable
Jerry Hite/Mike Anderson
Kyle Gibney/Joe Hatfield
Shawn Dauphin/Amber Dauphin
Shane Henderson/Amanda Johnson

45.2
44.8
38.6
37.8
36.8

BIG FISH
1. Jerry Hite/Mike Anderson

MAY 4th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Team
Team
Team
Team
Team

25.2

SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
LAKE WYLIE

Fat Cat
Wheel Barrow
Jamie K Outdoors
In God We Trust
Cutbait

81.45
79.85
72.05
70.7
68.7

BIG FISH
1. Team Wheel Barrow

MAY 5th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

43.55

INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
PATOKA LAKE

Greg Stockton/Cory Wines
Terry Holding/MJ Wood
Jeff Mitchner/James Halcomb
Corey Peterson/Kurtis Paetow
Jerry Shepard/Ted King

39.3
33.2
27.2
22.5
21.4

BIG FISH
1. Greg Stockton/Cory Wines

27.5
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CATFISH CLUBS

Corrections or additions contact us at catfishnow.com
CLUB

Link

ALABAMA CATFISH SERIES
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
BASS PRO CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
CATFISH CONFERENCE
CATFISH NATION OUTDOORS
CATFISH MAFIA
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS
CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACK CATFISHING
CHICK FIGHT
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOCIATION
FISHIN BLUES
FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2
GET-N-HOOKED
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
ICATS
INDIANA CATFISH
J.K.V. CATFISHING TOURNAMENT TRAIL
KANAWHA RIVER CATFISH CLUB
KERR LAKE MADKATTERS
M&J CATFISH WAR
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI RIVER MONSTERS
MONSTERS ON THE OHIO
OHIO VALLEY CATFISHING
OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
SCHEELS BOUNDRY BATTLE CATFISH TOURNAMENT
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA MO RIVER CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHWEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
TNT CATFISHING
TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB
TRI STATE KATS
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
TUG-N-JUGS
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS

FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
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Teamwork Pays!
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