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Troy Hansen is a
dedicated ice angler. He
chases catfish, like this
nice channel, under the
ice in his native state of
Iowa.

Catfish Connections – Baby it’s Cold Outside
Fall temperatures are cooling and the
growing season is coming to an end.
Some catfish anglers are preparing their
boat and gear for a winter nap. After
all the warm weather Mother Nature
presented in 2019 the cooler weather is
a welcome occurrence for most.
The National Weather Service
reported the first frost occurred in north-central Kansas and
south-central Nebraska on October 3, 2019. The hard freeze—
temperatures of 28º or colder—is the next benchmark. When
it comes many northern lakes and rivers will freeze over and
the winter sport of ice fishing will begin another season.
Although some catfish anglers do put away their equipment,
others are just breaking out the ice gear. Species like bluegill,
sunfish, perch, and crappie are longtime favorites. As this
winter sport grows larger game fish, such as northern pike,
walleye, trout are added to the list. And yes, as the sport of
catfishing grows, more and more anglers are targeting the
whickered critter.
This November issue of CatfishNow is focused on catching
catfish through the ice. There are plenty of tips on technique,
location, gear, and clothing that help make ice anglers
successful.
For those not familiar with the sport it may not be too
appealing. For veteran ice anglers it is a way of life. As dogged
ice anglers gather to drill their holes, drop their bait, and turn
up the music, don’t be surprised if a party breaks out!
It is getting cold in the countryside, but that won’t stop
serious ice fishing anglers. Plenty of anglers are drilling holes
and dropping baits for Catfish Under the Ice. Find out how you
can too in this month’s pages of CatfishNow.
As always, I wish to thank the great sponsors that support
CatfishNow. It is because of them that we are able to offer the
contents of CFN to our readers free of charge. I hope you will
help me thank them by considering their products when you
are in the market for catfish supplies.
We are extremely pleased to bring you this month’s collection
of catfish related content and ask you to share this issue with
your friends, relatives, and other catfish enthusiasts. By doing
so you just might help them catch more CatfishNow.
Fish with passion,
Ron Presley, Editor
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by Spencer Bauer

How to catch catfish after everyone has called it a season.

W

inter sends a lot of thoughts floating
through my mind, like setting my
alarm ten minutes earlier to scrap
my windshield; slipping and falling on
sidewalks; going to bed at 8 pm because it’s
been dark for 3 hours.
For more and more people winter means
ice fishing. Add to that list of people, those
who want to catch a big fish through the
ice. In the lower ice belt, that usually means
catfish. Few do it better than Troy Hansen
and Ken Miller.
Hansen and Miller are characters. They
like to have fun on the ice. A plethora of
hats come into play, most notably the
monkey stocking cap that seems popular
with kindergartners. Apparently, it’s a lucky
hat so it gits worn often. From a bystander’s

Punching lots of holes every time out is
important for determining where the fish
are.
point of view, a day on the ice with this
pair looks more like a party than it does a
hardcore catfishing trip. However, if you keep
prodding, you will find out their system is
extremely thoughtful, refined, and effective.
It all starts with finding the fish.
Where to Find Them
According to Miller, location is
on depth. The particular depth you
relative. Catfish tend to concentrate
deepest part of the body of water

4 Catfish NOW November 2019

based
fish is
in the
you’re

HARD WATER CHANNEL CATS

on. This is all within reason though. Even in
some bodies of water that dip down to 100
feet or more, the deepest they tend to fish is
around 35 feet.
Bottom contours, particularly underwater
humps, can be points of interest as well.
After that, you have to experiment. Some
days they are shallower, some days deeper.
Spread out your lines and vary your depths
until you find the honey hole.

The trap is set, waiting for the slightest bite
to drive the hook home.
Seeker Tackle. It has the action needed
for light biting fish, the bend to keep them
pinned to the hook, and backbone to hoist
the big ones. Add a small low-profile reel
and 20-pound monofilament, and you are
ready to catch cats. Miller likes mono over
braid because it doesn’t soak up water. Braid
soaks up water and in chilly temperatures,
the line will freeze. This is not as much of a
problem with monofilament.
Rigging varies, but Miller’s go-to rig
resembles a drop shot rig for bass fishing.
He ties a half-ounce bell sinker to the end of
his line and makes a loop about a foot above
it. He attaches a 4/0 Whisker Seeker Super
J hook or small circle hook to the loop. This
simple rig gives a direct connection between
the bait and the fishing rod, allowing better
bite detection from light biting fish.

Gear for Ice Cattin’
Safety is the number one thing on the
ice. A spud bar allows you to check the ice
before you walk on it. Give the ice three hard
strikes and if it doesn’t go through, it is safe
to walk on. I compare this to looking both
ways before you cross the street. I mean,
you wouldn’t walk out on a highway with
your eyes closed and you don’t walk out on
the ice without checking.
Wearing a floating ice suit, or having a life
vest under your jacket is a good way to calm
your mind if ice makes you nervous. Be alert
on the ice, and use common sense. With the
proper precautions, ice fishing is every bit Techniques
While catfish tend to stay in the same
as safe as any other kind of angling.
general
area throughout the winter, they do
For the fishing gear, Miller prefers the
Whisker Stick Ice Cat Rod by Whisker shift around with fluctuations in temperature
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HARD WATER CHANNEL CATS

Cold water cats are the most delicious
tablefare you will serve all year.
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HARD WATER CHANNEL CATS
and weather. Due to their likely movement,
the first order of business when on the water
is finding them. To do this, lots of holes are
drilled and baits are spread out over a wide
variety of depths. Active feeding fish will
soon show you where they are. You can’t
catch them if they aren’t there.
Miller and Hansen have created a homemade version of the popular Jaw Jacker, a
set line device that keeps the rod bent and
ready to automatically set the hook when a
fish hits the bait. These serve a multitude of
purposes.
For one, they anchor your rod more
securely on the ice. If a giant fish hits a bait
hard, the likelihood of losing a rod drops
dramatically using these devices. This is
extremely important as many times you
are not right next to your fishing pole. Also,
catfish often hit extremely light in the frigid
temperatures during winter. This contraption
sets the hook even when bites are so light
you may not be able to detect them with a
quick glance.
Another tactic Miller uses on the ice is
active jigging. While active jigging he uses
the Tomkat Ice Jig by Whisker Seeker. Using
this technique, he lightly lifts and drops the
bait in front of an active, cruising catfish. The
jig is rattling and flashing, often enticing a
bite. According to Miller, the strike is usually
more powerful while enticing fish with the jig.
Baits for Hardwater Cats
“Shad guts are the best bait to use for
channel cats through the ice,” said Miller.
“But minnows make a great back up. Just
pinch off the tail and thread several onto the
hook. They will hit that too.”
The list of baits go on. Small chunks of
shad will also work. Miller has also heard
chicken liver produces fish but has not
personally tried it.
Whatever bait you go with, smaller baits
are generally better than big ones in the
winter. As the water gets colder, catfish
metabolism slows, and they need less food
to maintain their body mass. Big baits may
get some attention, but smaller baits are
usually what gets the take.

“…it is best to thaw bait before
you leave home...”
Shad guts can be collected prior to ice
fishing and frozen in jars. More and more
bait shops are starting to carry this delightful
catfish bait as its effectiveness in cold water
conditions is becoming better known. Cold
weather prevents bait from spoiling while on
the ice but also presents a unique challenge
for thawing bait and keeping it from freezing
again. Generally speaking, it is best to thaw
bait before you leave home and keep it in a
small cooler to prevent it from refreezing.
A Couple More Things to Keep in Mind
Ice fishing is a realm where comfort is
everything. If you are cold, you won’t fish as
long. Less time on the water means fewer
fish. Dressing in layers is key. This allows
you to adjust your comfort level while on
the ice. You might be warm while you are
hauling all of your gear out on the ice, but
as soon as you slow down, you cool off. An
extra jacket or sweatshirt will help warm you
substantially.
Feet may be the toughest thing to keep
warm. A pair of boats that are heavily
insulated and have a thick sole help keep the
chill of the ice from creeping up to your toes.
I mean, you’re standing on an ice cube, it’s
best to wear boots to match the scenario. A
little trick I do is bring a rubber anti-fatigue
mat that gives you a spacer between the ice
and your feet. A strip of carpet will also help.
The winter doldrums are enough to make
any northern catman go a little crazy. As the
saying goes, there is no bad weather, just
bad clothes. With proper attire, gear, tackle,
and bait, a good time is awaiting you out on
the water—I mean ice.

7 Catfish NOW November 2019

- Spencer Bauer

CATFISH BASICS

Catfish Basics #075

SLOW DOWN – Jonathan Cooksey,
Whisker Seeker Tackle

Jonathan Cooksey fishes the tournament trail with his dad,
Jackie Cooksey. They are well-known for their ability to catch big
fish. Jonathan has had plenty of catfish savvy passed down to
him and plenty has been learned from experience on the water.
For November anglers he has a special tip—SLOW DOWN
YOUR GOING TOO FAST!
“November is a transition month from a fall to a winter pattern,”
informed Jonathan. “You have just experienced the fast fall
fishing action with warm water. The fish were super active and
energetic.”
“November usually means cooler water and less energetic fish. The same areas that
are productive in the fall will usually produce fish in November too but will require a little
more patience. Slow your drift down or sit on spots just a little longer.”
“Also, downsize your bait,” concluded Jonathan. “Especially if you are marking fish
with no bites. Sometimes just baiting with the gut pocket of a skipjack will entice inactive
fish to bite.”
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HOW TO?

B’n’M How-to Video:
Ice Fishing Safety
with Mark Blauvelt, B’n’M Poles

9 Catfish NOW November 2019

Catfish Gear #022 — Hooker’s Terminal Tackle—Mad Catter Hooks

J

ames N. Arwood had a dream of
making his own hooks. Beginning
with several top selling fish hooks,
he began studying them with the idea of
making them better. At first, he used his
creations himself and later gave some to
friends. But the friends kept coming back
for more. As demand for his hooks grew,
he began selling them retail. This small
beginning flourished into what is known
today as Hookers Terminal Tackle (HTT).
As hook sales increased, he added

This big cat did not have a chance to
get off. The Mad Catter penetrated
completely. That is one of the reasons
Trey Thorpe uses them.
more products to the HTT line. His success
is demonstrated by the numerous anglers
who have adopted his products as their
choice for all different kinds of fishing, but
with a base in catfishing.
One of the most popular HTT hooks
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CATFISH GEAR
in the catfish arena are the Mad Catter
hooks. They are a dual action hook with a
super wide gap. They are a blend of a circle
and Kahle hook that provides anglers the
best of two worlds. They can be use as
self-setting hooks or traditional setting
hooks and the wide gap accommodates
big baits.
Trey Thorpe uses the Mad Catter series
religiously and has for the last two years.
He targets big cats, mostly on the James
River in Virginia.
“I use the 10/0 XHD,” confirmed Thorpe.
“The gap between the point and shank is
perfect for big baits and the big jaw of
a 50-plus pound blue cat. Once the barb
goes in it doesn’t come out.”
“The Mad Catter hooks stay super
sharp after weeks of bait and big fish,”
concluded Thorpe. “I love all their
products, from swivels to hooks.”
Another angler that uses the Mad Catter
faithfully is Dale Russel Lowe Jr. Early in
his use of the Mad Catter Lowe landed a
141-pound blue while fishing the Icebowl
Tournament on John H. Kerr Reservoir
(Buggs Island Lake). At that time, he was
using the HD but adopted the XHD once
they were available about a year later.
“The Mad Catter 10/0 XHD Is my
favorite hook,” said Lowe. “I love that it’s
duel action and can be used as a circle
or you can set the hook. I fish lakes and
rivers for blues and flatheads and I can
use the same hook for every type of
catfishing I do. They are very strong and
have a strong sharp tip. I’m very confident

Dale Russell Lowe, Jr. has an eye for the
future. He enjoys introducing young anglers
to the sport of catfishing. His son is often
on his boat with him.
in them.”
The HTT guarantee cannot be beat. Any
product in the HTT line can be returned
for any reason if you don’t like them.
Visit the Hooker Terminal Tackle’s
website at www.hookersterminaltackle.
com to view their full line of catfish gear.
Given their 100 percent, no questions
asked, money back guarantee, what do
you have to lose?

by Brad Durick

Catfishing through the ice offers a unique fishing experience and a great
opportunity to socialize with friends.

I

t is no secret that the major stronghold of
catfish country is in the south and east.
One quick glance at social media and one
might thing that catfishing is the biggest thing
going, and it is in many places. In fact, it is
growing quickly all over the country, including
the icy cold regions of the northern states.
The sport is gaining popularity everywhere
that catfish reside.
Over the past 20 years normal winter
catfishing has become the “best time” to
catch catfish in the opinion of many. But
what about places in the far north where the
boats get put away for four to six months of
the year due to brutal cold temperatures and
freeze up?

Braden Durick shows the basic layout of a
portable ice shelter with the holes, heater,
and electronics.
Introduction to Ice Fishing
Those of you who don’t’ know much
about ice fishing, it is the rage in the north.
In fact, many northern anglers in states such
as Wisconsin, Minnesota and the Dakotas
prefer ice fishing to open water fishing.
Ice fishing is a method of fishing that
allows everyone to fish all parts of a lake
even without a boat. If you can get on the

12 Catfish NOW November 2019

COOL CATS

lake, whether it be walking, riding an ATV
or driving in some parts of the north, you
can fish. You can get set up in ice fishing
with the basics for about $100. Of course,
like everything else fishing, there are power
augers, depth finders, rods, and gadgets for
your every want or need.
Ice fishing begins by finding a spot you
want to fish, drill a hole in the ice, put bait on
a hook, drop it through the hole,and you are
fishing. Beyond that you can find and work
structure and location for the specific fish
that you are targeting.
I would guess that many readers of
CatfishNOW have never participated in ice
fishing. Many from southern states view ice
fishing as sitting on a bucket in the middle
of the lake all bundled up and miserable.
This can be the case but like everything else
ice fishing has evolved to meet anyone’s
comfort needs.
Today, most ice fishing is done from inside

“…you can fish in your pajama
pants and slippers.”

Guide Dave Wyner from Chasin Cats
Guide Service in Iowa uses this setup with
a Whisker Seeker Rod on a self-setting
base to hook up a catfish when it bites.
heated shacks. Some of these are huge,
almost tiny houses, that are pulled onto the
ice providing little homes, many complete
with satellite TV.
Most people use portable shelters that
are either carried in backpacks or mounted
to sleds for transport. This means the only
time you are actually outside is when you are
setting up. Once inside a portable structure
you are out of the wind and cold but generally
still need a sweatshirt, boots and bibs. Once
inside a luxury ice houses you can fish in
your pajama pants and slippers.
Ice Cats
I have not had an opportunity to ice fish
for catfish. While I have ice fished all over
the Midwest for just about every fish you
can imagine, I am still searching for my first
ice cat. This is mostly due to how the fish
in our river are in the wintering holes, and
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not taking the time required to find and catch
them while traveling safely on the ice.
I have caught everything from northern
pike and walleye to panfish through the ice.
Most of the techniques and locations are
the same. With experience, anglers learn
to determine where they need to be for the
species want to target.
Catfish are notably a warm water fish
and the way their metabolism works in cold
water means that they do not need to eat
very much to live under the ice. In fact, a
10-pound catfish under the ice only needs
the equivalent of a fathead minnow about
once per week to survive. This means that
anglers must find a wintering hole were
numerous catfish take up residence together
and play the odds that some of the fish want
to feed.
Another thing to keep in mind is that scent
does not travel in cold water nearly as good
as it does in warmer water. With the scent
dispersion slower it sometimes takes a bit
longer for scent to reach the catfish. Then,
that catfish that doesn’t require much food
to survive must decide to eat it.

This successful angler prepares to land a
catfish caught through the ice.
David Wyner, owner of Chasin’ Cats
Guide Service, offers a limited number of
catfish trips throughout the winter on small
lakes and frozen ponds that are five to ten
acres in size. He is a great source of ice
cattin’ information.
Mr. Wyner uses Whisker Seeker
Whisker Stick rods which are specifically
manufactured for ice fishing catfish. He
uses a reel spooled up with 20-pound
monofilament line and a Tomcat rig that is
also made by Whisker Seeker Tackle. This
is weighted with a bit of vibration.
Wyner looks at contour maps to find
drop off areas with “tight contours” to locate
catfish. Once he is on the water, he uses his
Vexilar FLX 12 locator to fine tune his location
and drill ice holes. His strategy is to spread
his lines over the contour to find where the
catfish are hanging out on a specific day. He
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said he likes to have friends or clients along
on the trip so he can set more lines out to
pinpoint the bite faster.
Once the locations are picked and the
rods rigged up, Wyner uses shad guts or a
minnow head for bait. He sets his depth at
six to eight inches off the bottom and places
the rod in a hook-setting apparatus such
as a Jaw Jacker or Automatic Fisherman.
This contraption holds the rod in a loaded
position until the fish bites and triggers the
rod to set on the fish.
Jigging or motion is not needed according
to Wyner. The concept is similar to regular
catfishing when anchored from a boat. The
bait remains still during most cold water
fishing from a boat.
“Motion is not needed,” Wyner said. “It
works better to leave it still so the fish have
more time to find the bait.”
Once set up ice anglers sit back and
enjoy a day on the ice waiting for the rod tips
to jump so they can reel in their fish.

Once a location or pattern has been
established, more holes are drilled in the
active areas. As lines are moved closer to
an area receiving bites, the odds of catching
active fish increase.
Ice fishing for catfish may seem foreign to
most, but to northerners it only makes sense
as a method to catch their favorite fish all
year long. It is different from most methods
of catfishing but it offers a unique fishing
opportunity and fun way to catch a few cats
and hang out with friends on the water.
Captain Brad Durick is a nationally recognized
catfish guide on the Red River of the North,
seminar speaker, and author of the books
Cracking the Channel Catfish Code and
Advanced Catfishing Made Easy. For more
information go to www.redrivercatfish.com.
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- Brad Durick

HOW TO?

CFN How-to Video:
Slime Time
with Larry Muse
Warrior Cat Rods, Daiichi Hooks
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CATFISH BASICS

Catfish Basics #076

Start Early, Stay Late:
Rob Parsons, Fat Boy Rods and
Monster Rod Holders

Rob Parsons knows what it’s like to be in the winner’s circle at
tournaments. He and his partner, Carl Morris Jr., travel the county
chasing whiskered critters. In March 2019 the pair fished the Bass Pro
Shops Cabela’s King Kat tournament out of Decatur, AL.
When they came to the scales, they broke the King Kat record for
biggest fish ever weighed at a King Kat event. The huge 114.96-pound
Wheeler Lake beast marked a new personal best for Parsons.
He credited having a good partner and a good prefishing strategy with his success. He
reported that they had scouted out “plenty” of likely fishing holes in the days before the
tournament.
“You have to get up early and stay out late,” advised Parsons. “If you think you found
what you are looking for, keep looking. You can never have too many spots to fish!”
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by Ron Presley

A

aron Wheatley has been presenting
Monsters on the Ohio (MOTO) since Anthony Murphy and Mike Snyder are
2010. This year’s event marked the 2019 Monsters on the Ohio Champs.
(Photo: Shannelle Everman Kline)
Wheatley’s tenth year of providing the catfish
community with a popular catch and release
tournament with an emphasis on fish handling
and care. The tournament day festivities River out of Owensboro, Kentucky on October
include special events for the kids and prizes 12th from the facilities at English Park. Anglers
braved a cold front and early morning fog to fish
for the spectators.
from 6:30 am to 3:00 pm. They were required
Monsters on the Ohio 2019 launched and to be back at the site by 4 pm. Legal fishing
weighed on the Newburgh Pool of the Ohio waters included the Cannelton, Newburgh
and JT Meyers Pools.
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Monsters on the Ohio 2019 attracted 167
Ben Goebel and Rob Cloudfelder claimed
catfish teams from several different states to
the second-place spot at Monsters on the
Ohio. (Photo: Shannelle Everman Kline)
fish the Ohio River. When the scales closed on
Saturday evening October, 12th, 342 catfish
weighing more than 3,500 pounds crossed
the MOTO stage on the waterfront in English King Kat tournament. Thursday morning, we
started our hunt hoping those fish had not
Park.
moved around or at least not that far.”
First Place
As good planning would suggest, Murphy
Anthony Murphy and Mike Snyder are the
2019 Monsters on the Ohio Champs. They and Snyder located their previous spot and
teamed up to bring 129.1 pounds to the scales started marking fish right away. It was good
to claim the title. Their bag included the second enough that they decided that would be their
big fish at 60.8 pounds. They made a run to starting spot on tournament day.
the Cannelton Pool to catch their fish.
“There were some good ones mixed in,”
“We came down Wednesday night after continued Murphy. “We were excited but
work,” reported Murphy. “We were in search nervous knowing that the cold front was
of some fish that we had found a few weeks coming. We knew that a two-hour boat ride
earlier while fishing a Bass Pro Shops Cabela’s would not leave us much fishing time. We also
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knew that it could have gone either way but it
was a risk we were willing to take.”

Tony Weathers and Danny Dillman took
third place at Monsters on the Ohio. (Photo:
Shannelle Everman Kline)

They continued their prefishing time in the
area by marking mud, wood, and rocks in
deep water. All their fish came from and area
that ranged in depth from 50 to 55 feet.
river from Mt. Vernon to Derby to put together
a plan to accommodate the impending cold
“Finding those fish gave us a game front that was expected. A final run in the
plan,” continued Murphy. “We came back on rain on Friday morning gave them what they
tournament day and used mooneye, fresh needed for tournament day.
skipjack, and shad to catch a total of 9 fish
in a little more than 2 hours of dragging bait.
Goebel, from Mt. Vernon, IN and Clodfelder
Due to the cold front, we used a slower bait from Hillsboro, IN put their plan to the test on
presentation to catch our fish.”
tournament day. They caught 9 fish on the day
and weighed 5 fish at 110.3 pounds to earn
“Aaron Wheatley runs a great tournament,” the second-place finish. They reported a fast
concluded Murphy. “He is an awesome down start with several weigh-in fish coming early.
to earth guy and we will be back every year to
support him!”
“The weather at tournament launch was
cold as advertised,” reported Clodfelder. “It
Second Place
was a long boat ride upriver in dense fog and
cold temps. Fortunately, the fish cooperated
The runner-up spot went to Ben Goebel for us early. We put the two overs in the boat
and Rob Cloudfelder. They pre-fished the
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“…342 catfish weighing more than
3,500 pounds…”
within the first hour of fishing.”

fish were in sand and mud versus rock back 3
years ago.”
“We were dragging baits in 50 to 60 feet of
water,” Goebel said. “We caught our fish on
the main channel ledge using skipjack for bait.
Because of the front, we were dragging very
slow at .3 to .5 mph.”

Goebel drew on past experience to help the
“We fished that area all day to add three
team develop a tournament strategy. Thinking
back, he recalled a previous MOTO when he fair unders to go with the two bigger fish,”
finished in 4th place under similar conditions. concluded Clodfelder. “We’d prefer to have
been in the top spot but are very pleased
“In my opinion, if you can find fish in deep with where we ended up in some not so ideal
water before a cold front, the front doesn’t fishing conditions. As usual Aaron Wheatley
bother them as much as the fish in say 25 and his team did one heck of a job with the
to 35 feet of water. Tournament day was the MOTO.”
same conditions as 3 years ago. This year the
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Third Place
Allen “Happy Cat” Houston fished solo to
The third spot went to Tony Weathers
earn Big Cat honors.
from Danville, IL, and Danny Dillman, from
(Photo: Shannelle Everman Kline)
Evansville, IN. Weathers and Dillman fished
near the Newburgh Dam where they caught
8 fish on the day. A majority of their fish came baits back towards the dam.”
early in the day. Their 5 weigh-in fish pulled
the scales to 95 pounds and earned them their
They were using line counter reels on B’n’M
spot on the leader board.
Bumping Rods. The rods were rigged with a
simple 3-way rig that included some type of
“We had a little current at the Newburgh float and a rattle. Once they patterned the fish,
Dam,” continued Dillman. “We tried suspending a good fishing day developed. Their first fish
for about 40 minutes but it only produced one came at 143 feet out and the second fish came
8-pound blue. We moved over and got closer at about 145 feet out. Both in 70 feet of water.
to the dam.”
“After those first two fish, instead of slowly
“I had used Google Maps to find an area walking them back we started waking then
to fish,” said Weathers. “That’s something I’ve back as fast as we could until reaching 145 on
never done before. The place I decided on had the line counter,” explained Weathers. “Then
a 70 foot drop off. There were a few gates open just set the rod down and bam, we caught our
so the current spun the boat around where it second over and 3rd fish for the tourney. We
was facing the dam. We put the trolling motor just kept doing that over and over until time
on anchor lock and started walking/bumping
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ran out and we had culled our smallest fish.”
“Usually when I win or do good in
tournaments, I have 6 poles out,” declared
Dillman. “If tournaments allow more rods,
I’ll have 8! This one here at Monsters I only
used one rod. It was very different for me
but worked out great. I just might have found
a new technique I like. I used one pole and
fished one spot the whole day.”

cats were in water ranging from 30 to 40 feet
deep.”

“I was in the middle of rebaiting all of my
lines,” recalled Houston. “I look to my left and
my second rod was at 90 degrees and pulling
drag. When they pull drag on my rod, they’re
doing something because I usually have them
completely tight. I picked up the rod and he
continued to pull line a good 50 feet. I had him
almost back under the boat and he ran again.
The team used skipjack for bait. Dillman This time he pulled about 30 feet of line and I
noticed that they seemed to like the back/belly
cut more than the heads. Sometimes they cut
the belly out and just use the back meat, but
made sure to leave the blood vein to create a
good blood-leaking bait.
“We only had 5 frozen skips and 5 fresh
skips on ice,” added Weathers. “That’s all I
could come up with and it was barely enough
to make it through the day. We managed, but
used it sparingly.”
“It was a rough, foggy, cold, morning for the
take-off,” concluded Dillman. “There was a lot
of fog and a lot of boats taking off and shooting
to the same areas. We made the best of it and
made it fine. I believe our biggest catfish was
around 27 or 28 pounds and the smallest was
around 16 pounds. We obviously had some
really good unders for such a high weigh-in
total. It was a nice, simple, and relaxing day.
But a better fishing day on a day when it meant
the most.”
Big Fish – A Solo Happy Cat
Allen “Happy Cat” Houston from Memphis,
TN fished solo from his SeaArk ProCat 240.
He finished in fifth place with 91.88 pounds
in 4 fish. His bag included Big Fish of MOTO
at 70.7 pounds. The big fish came to the boat
about 9:30 in the morning.
“It was a cold Kentucky morning,” reported
Huston. “There was fog everywhere and
I didn’t want to make a big run in the fog. I
stayed close to the ramp, dropped my baits to
the bottom, and started dragging in the deep
holes. I caught my fish on skipjack. The happy
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mean constantly squealing the drag.”
“I had a couple of frays in my line so I backed
off the drag just a little,” continued Houston. “I
knew it was a monster. I finally got him about
20 feet off the bottom and he started blowing
bubbles, an amount of bubbles that let me
know it was a true monster.
“On the third run he made it almost back
to the bottom. I managed to stop him. There
was structure down there and I didn’t want
him to get into it. I reeled him up about three
foot under the surface where I could see his
big old tail flapping.”

grab him with both hands and snatched him
into the boat.”
Houston weighed the fish with spring
scales at 86 pounds while in the net. Then he
realized the net had been caught in the rod
holder. He still knew he had a monster; he just
didn’t know how big.
Houston caught 6 fish all day long as
he drug baits both upriver and downriver at
about .1 to .7 MPH. All of his fish came while
dragging bottom with the Larry Muse Dragon
Tail Sinker. Everything he got was within a
mile of English Park except for the big fish
that was caught about 5 miles from the ramp.
Houston is known in the catfish community for
the nickname he gives all his catfish. As he
releases them back to the water, he always
calls them a Happy Cat.

“I was by myself,” offered Houston. “At this
point, I had to hold the rod with one arm and
under wrap my dip net with the other. He came
in and out of the net at least twice. Luckily it
didn’t hang the weight. On the third try, he
went right in headfirst and curled over. He was
“It don’t get much better,” concluded
all in the net it was all over but the crying. I Houston. “This is my fifth year at Monsters on
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the Ohio and of course it’s my greatest year.
It is one of the premier catfish tournament
destinations on the Ohio River. It is a great
place to fish and Aaron Wheatley is a great
tournament director. Great job Aaron.
Everybody was nice and organized. And it
was easy in-and-out at the boat launch. It was
all great!

For more information on MOTO and to keep up
with announcements for 2020 like Monsters on
the Ohio Facebook page and visit the website
at www.monstersontheohio.com.
- Ron Presley

The Remaining Top Ten
4th Place Justin Hedges & Rodney Hall
(KY) – 93.55
5th Place Allen Houston & Ronnie
Strickland (TN) – 91.88
6th Place Craig Collings (MO) & John
Jamison (KS) – 89.6
7th Place Dale & Matthew Kerns (IL) – 89.1
8th Place Ryan Hasty and Travis Housley
(IN) – 83.00
9th Place Ricky, Amanda Hall & Bill Basham
(KY) – 73.9
10th Place Marvin Knepp & Terry Yoder
(IN) – 73.8
SeaArk Boat Winners
The SeaArk RX170 SC with a Marine
Master Trailer went to Greg Ollila and Jason
Mercer. Ollila was also the winner, with his
partner, Zach Fosbinder, of the boat given
this year in Memphis at the Mississippi River
Monsters tournament.

IF YOU’RE NOT USING DRIFTMASTER...
GOOD LUCK!

Lynn Lange Award
This year’s Top Finishing Female Award
went to Amanda Hall from Owensboro. Amanda
was fishing on boat # 130 with Ricky Hall and
Bill Basham. She received a plaque and $500
sponsored by Jody Beavin at Clayton Homes
and the Lynn Lange Award.
Larry Young Youth Award (Highest
Finishing Youth Under the Age of 16).
The Youth award went to Carli Merritt. Carli
was fishing with Josh and Zed Moore in boat
#17. The Larry Young Youth Award was given
to honor a man that loved to fish & Monsters
on the Ohio. The youth winner receives a
plaque and a cash prized of $250.

MADE IN USA
.COM

ROD HOLDERS &
TROLLING SYSTEMS
BLACK RIVER TOOLS, INC.
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4 Conservation Tips for
Hard Water Cats

by Ron Presley

W

e hear lots of talk about taking
care of our catch when the temperatures are hot. Summer heat
makes it more difficult to keep the water
cool and the oxygen levels adequate. But
what about catfish under the ice. Hard water anglers have to use common sense
and good fish handling procedures too in
order to take care of the fish coming from
under the ice.
“The cats seem to school up in the same
areas every year,” reported seasoned ice
angler Troy Hansen. “When you find fish
in big schools you can catch a bunch in a
short amount of time. If you keep everything you catch, a population can be depleted pretty fast.”
The good fishing that results when the
schools are found leaves anglers with the
obligation of returning some of the catch
safely back to the water in good health.
Hansen recommends 4 things responsible
anglers can do to ensure a good wintertime release. His goal is to have fun, but in
a way that respects and protects the fish
to be caught again another day.
Use fishing methods that minimize deep
hooked fish.
Hansen uses a homemade Auto-fisherman setup. His device holds a Whisker
Seeker Tackle Ice Rod and automatically
sets the hook when a fish strikes. The concept is to set the hook before the fish can
swallow it.
“The Whisker Seeker Ice Rod is the only
rod specifically designed for ice catting,”
instructed Hansen. “They work in the orig-

inal Auto-fisherman and the Jaw Jacker
brand along with my homemade jobs. You
drop your bait down, bend the rod around
and hook it on the trigger then put the line
on the end of the trigger. When the fish
pulls on the line it releases the rod which
snaps up setting the hook.”
“I have equipped mine with window
alarms,” explained Hansen. “So, when the
rod goes down the alarm goes off. That
way I can get to my rod before the cats
have a chance to pull them in.
In Iowa where Hansen fishes most of
the time, anglers can use up to 3 rods.
Hansen and a lot of his compadres like
to set out a couple of auto-fisherman and
then hole hop with a third rod. It can be a
bit like a Chinese fire drill when several
rods go off at once and everyone starts
running to the triggered rods.
“This method of hole hopping can be
very productive,” Hansen said. “In addition to my two auto-fishermen, I will drill up
to 50 or more additional holes in an area.
The goal is to find the schools of fish and
stay on them.
The hole hopping rod is fished in a slow
jigging manner. Since you are usually
holding it you feel the bite and don’t really
have to worry about the catfish swallowing
the hook.”
Some anglers use a different ice fishing device called tip-ups. Hansen does not
recommend them when fishing for cats.
They are effective tools but are more likely
to have a fish swallow the hook. Tip-ups
are basically an open spool rig. When the
fish swims off with the bait, the spool spins
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and sets off a flag to indicate a bite. The
fish isn’t hooked, but free-swimming with
the bait and hook until you get there. The
longer it takes the angler to get to the tipup the better the chance that the fish will
swallow the hook.

Troy Hansen is shown here with a nice
channel cat from under the ice. He reminds
anglers that good fish care is just as
important in the winter for fish that will be
released.

Have adequate tools available to remove hooks quickly.
When going after trophy cats through
the ice Hansen suggests at least an 8-inch
hole. In reality, a 10- or 12-inch auger is
best. This is important for two reasons.
“First, if you use a smaller hole it is
hard to get the fish to come up through the
hole,” explained Hansen. “If the ice is thick
you might not be able to get your hand or
arm down the hole to grab them.”
“Second, when putting them back they
will put their pectoral fins out and kind of
lock them,” added Hansen. “They tend to

do the same if you reach down the hole
and try to drag them out instead of letting
them swim up the hole by themselves.”
Hansen also recommends a good pair of
needle nose pliers when ice catting. This
simple tool gives anglers a way to grab the
small J-hook or treble hook without getting
their hands and fingers wet and slimy.
“The needle nose pliers are nice because when it is freezing cold out your
fingers don’t tend to work as well,” stated Hansen. “Also, those big cats have a
tendency to chomp down on cold fingers
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when you stick them in their mouth. It is
just easier and less painful to use the pliers.”
“You can also use some of the other
hook removing devices that are out there,”
continued Hansen. “A lot of ice anglers use
forceps that they can just clip to their coat
for easy storage and accessibility.”
Different anglers prefer different tools
for the de-hooking procedure. Regardless
of which one you choose, they are necessary for Hansen’s next, and maybe most
important tip.
Return the fish as quickly after catching as possible.
The colder it is the quicker you want to
get the cats back in the water. Part of the
problem is the same as any time of the
year. It’s just not a good idea to deprive
the fish of oxygen for any lengthy period of time. Additionally, in frigid weather,

Hansen constructs his own Auto-fisherman
to catch cats under the ice. It is set up to
hold a rod that’s triggered to set the hook
before the fish can swallow it.
their eyes, whiskers, and skin freeze very
quickly.
“It is best to try and keep them off the
ice,” warns Hansen. “Ice can be very abrasive to their skin especially when the slushy
ice from the hole freezes. The ice can cut
or scratch catfish skin pretty easily. You
also run the chance of the cat’s skin freezing to the ice on really cold days.”
“If we catch a fish on a really cold day,
we may want a photo,” offered Hansen.
“You usually know if it’s a good one while
you’re fighting the fish, so get prepared.
Someone should have the camera out and
be instructed on how to use it. As soon as
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the fish comes through the hole, pop the
hook, snap a pic, and get them back in the
water.”
Keep only what you need.
There is nothing wrong with keeping
some fish for the table. In fact, Hansen indicated that the cold-water cats are very
tasty. He warns, however, that anglers
should be careful not to over-harvest an
area.
“The cats tend to school up in big numbers under the ice,” said Hansen. “When
you get on them you can catch a bunch in a
short period of time. We have had 40-plus
fish days in the past. If you start keeping
fish and catching them really fast it is easy
to get carried away and keep more then
you are going to eat.”
informed Hansen. “I have had some hot
holes where I would drop the bait down
and before it got to the bottom, I would

This group of hard water anglers are using
teamwork to photograph a trophy cat as
soon as it comes through the hole so they
can get it back to the water quickly.
have a fish on!”
“Sometimes a hole can be very productive,” continued the Iowa angler. “I’ve
caught 10 or more fish out of one hole. As
fast as I could get my bait down there, I
would have a fish. Since they seem to congregate in the same places year after year
it is imperative to practice selective harvest. If you do, the area should have great
ice fishing for years to come. I have witnessed a few spots that have been fished
out and now it is hard to catch anything in
that area. It can happen!”
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Epilogue—Have Fun!
Catfish conservation is a serious issue
any season of the year. As anglers, we all
have to do our part to ensure a healthy
population of big cats for the future and
that includes wintertime too.
Hansen likes to remind anglers that
conservation is up to us, but so is having
fun when we catfish.
“Ice cattin’ is relatively new,” reminded
Hansen. “As a sub sport it’s challenging
and there are many ways to catch them.
You will strike out a few times, heck I still
do. But once you find a few productive
spots it can be a great time!”
To make it more fun try going with a
group of people so you can cover more ice
and help each other dial them in. Hansen
enjoys the group expeditions for two main
reasons.

“With a group of people, you can set out
a bigger spread of the auto-fisherman to
help locate active fish,” said Hansen. “This
can cut down on time spent drilling holes
especially when fishing new waters.”
“The other reason I like ice cattin’ with a
group of people is for the comradery,” concluded Hansen. “The first time I ever went
ice fishing for cats I did it with a bunch
of friends. We fished, told fishing tales,
cooked food out on the ice, and just had
a good relaxing time. So, to this day if I’m
going to go ice cattin’, I always try and get
a group together. Sharing a fishing experience with others is always more fun!”
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by Anietra Hamper

F

A guide to targeting catfish during the winter freeze.

ishing guide Darren Troseth of 3 Rivers
Fishing Adventures in Minnesota has
targeted catfish on rivers in the St.
Cloud area for several decades. In 2007
he discovered the thrill of targeting catfish
through the ice, mostly out of necessity since
open water is scarce during Minnesota’s brutal
winter months.
“Compared to all other fish of the same
size, catfish will put up just as good or better
of a fight than anything else in the winter so I
was drawn to them,” said Troseth.
Troseth carefully targets specific waterways
where he knows there are large populations of
catfish and he only goes after channel catfish
as they are the most active. He seeks out
bodies of water that are the warmest in the
winter to find the deeper holes and areas with
current. Since the ideal spots for catfish have
the most inconsistent ice thickness safety is
his top concern.
“Safety is very important, especially in
areas of moving current and early/late ice.
Basic knowledge of how ice forms and paying
attention to recent weather patterns need to
be part of the routine. People should always
be using a spud bar to check ice thickness
and wear safety picks, especially during early
ice. A floatation type suit such as the Striker
Ice Suit is a great idea too,” said Troseth.
The sluggish bottom-feeders are finicky
when it comes to surviving the winter. They
mostly lay low until spring so they will test your
patience and skills. You significantly increase
your chances of a bite if you know where to
look and how to prepare. Here is some of
the top advice for experiencing the fun and

Angler Darren Troseth catches a channel
catfish through the ice in Minnesota
unpredictable surprise of ice fishing that can
not only step up your catfishing game but
change it entirely.
Understand catfish winter behavior
Catfish look for warmer water in the winter
months so they are deeper (20-feet deep
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in many cases). Look for places with a soft
bottom and structure or deep slow-moving
water where catfish cluster and move together.
Location
Start with the most obvious places such as
deep holes and breaks in the water. If you
are fishing the tributaries off of a major river
you want to target the outside bends of creek
channels in 15-25 feet of water.
Water column
Just because catfish migrate to deeper
water doesn’t mean they are on the bottom.
The feeders will suspend above the bottom
from three-feet to 10-feet. Getting the bait
in this “strike zone” is imperative. Anywhere
above or below and the bite won’t happen.
In the winter catfish are less motivated to go
after food and have a slower metabolism so
bait has to be presented properly.

Channel catfish are the most common type
of catfish to catch through the ice as they are
more active than other species
narrows between islands or bridges. Since
catfish move in schools, they should be visible.
The low light periods between 4-8 p.m. are
best.
Bait
Don’t be afraid to use non-traditional baits
and recharge often (at least once an hour) to
maximize the scent.
“Some of our best nights have been using
a small piece of chicken liver,” said Troseth. “I
have also found that using a “glow” jig DOES
help with the bite. Glow red and green are my
favorites.”

Experimentation
Finding the fish
Winter fishing requires experimentation. If
If the fish are not showing on the sonar, you can see the catfish on the fish finder but
keep moving to areas of current such as the they are not biting then you need to change
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something. You can try different depth, change
the bait, or try movement in the presentation.
Tackle
A combination of tip-ups and a medium to
heavy rod works well for channel catfish or
you can use an automatic fisherman device.
The ideal line is 8-10 pound ice braid and a
fishing leader. As for hooks, use a thick single
wire hook since most ice fishing spoons are
not made for the strong jaws and soft lips of
catfish.

“…ideal spots for catfish have
the most inconsistent ice
thickness…”

Catfish angler Darren Troseth shows off a
hearty channel catfish caught through the ice
after scouting out Minnesota lakes with large
populations.
it. They may hit it with their whiskers, circle
around it some more and even go vertical by
coming up from underneath to push it up. Try
jigging a little to get their attention but do not
overdo it or you will scare them.
Assess the bite
Pay close attention to your bite detection.
The majority of cold water cats are light biters.
Sometimes they will barely pull a float under or
even move a spring bobber during the winter.

Final thoughts
Some of the best ice catfishing happens
on natural lakes and rivers in states with the
biggest freeze like Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Presentation
Very rarely will winter cats just come up North Dakota and Iowa. With a little practice
and smack your bait. Cold water cats have a and consulting with locals in the area, ice
tendency to “taste” the bait and swim around fishing for catfish can open up a whole new
direction for catfish anglers.
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Corrections or additions contact us at catfishnow.com

CLUB

Link

ALABAMA CATFISH SERIES
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
BASS PRO CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
CATFISH CONFERENCE
CATFISH NATION OUTDOORS
CATFISH MAFIA
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS
CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACK CATFISHING
CHICK FIGHT
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOCIATION
FISHIN BLUES
FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2
GET-N-HOOKED
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
ICATS
INDIANA CATFISH
J.K.V. CATFISHING TOURNAMENT TRAIL
KANAWHA RIVER CATFISH CLUB
KERR LAKE MADKATTERS
M&J CATFISH WAR
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI RIVER MONSTERS
MONSTERS ON THE OHIO
OHIO VALLEY CATFISHING
OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
SCHEELS BOUNDRY BATTLE CATFISH TOURNAMENT
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA MO RIVER CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHWEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
TNT CATFISHING
TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB
TRI STATE KATS
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
TUG-N-JUGS
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS

FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
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Why We Catfish

A Guest Editorial by “SmackDown Daddy”
Stacey Gaston

Passing it on to others.

M

y name is Stacey Gaston I’m 50
years old and been married to Dawn
Gaston for over 26 years. We make
our home in the small South Alabama
town of Greenville. Our family consists of
three kids. We have a daughter, Hagen
and two sons, Zack and Daniel, and one
granddaughter.
Those who don’t know me as Stacey
may recognize the term or name
“SmackDown.” In fact, some folks call me
SmackDown Daddy or Mr. SmackDown.
That name got attached to me a couple of
years ago on social media.
When I would catch a fish, I would
shout “SmackDown Baby or SmackDown
Daddy or I just put the SmackDown on a
good one.” That tag has stuck with me.
Catfishing is one of the things I’ve been

Gaston (R) is shown here with his fishing
buddies Noah and Jerry Ishcomer and
his most memorable blue cat. The team
claimed the top spot that day while fishing
the Bass Pro Cabela’s King Kat tournament
out of Decatur, AL on Wheeler Lake.
doing all my life. My dad, Larry Gaston,
was an outdoorsman. There has never
been a time in my life that we didn’t hunt
or fish.
There was a time, that I went through
a mid-20s crisis and started bass fishing.
But even then, I would be out on the river
bass fishing, wishing I was catfishing. So,
I just threw that mess down went back to
doing what I loved—catfishing.
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There are many people that have
influenced me and that I look up to. And,
there are a lot of great fishermen that
you see in tournaments that I have great
respect for. But probably the guys that
have had the most impact on my catfishing
are a couple of guys that you never see
in a sports magazine or on a tournament
stage. I watched every moved that these
guys made. Their names are Jimmy Peavy
and Jesse Kilpatrick. These two guys
single handily made me the fisherman
that I am today.
The sport of catfishing is growing fast.
If it is to continue to grow, some protection
of catfish must be considered. With
catfish not being a game fish and with
very few rules or regulations, it’s an open
door for some to abuse the harvest of this
species. I have witnessed personally, as
many other fishermen have, what overharvesting will do to a very productive
reservoir. It will destroy it and it takes

Gaston caught his personal best 103-pound
blue cat while fishing solo on Wilson Lake.
Two catfishermen from Ohio, Shawn
Johnson and Josh Boyer, helped him weight
the fish. Shawn is shown in the photo.
years for it to recover.
I practice and preach the protection
of catfish not just for me but for future
generations. We should all fish with the
mindset that we want to ensure that the
next generation has the opportunity to
catch the same or better quality fish as we
have. When an angler catches a trophy
catfish he is hooked for life and the sport
continues to grow.
I’ve set personal limits on my boat,
and I urge others to do so. I never allow
anyone to keep anything over 15 pounds.
There is no reason to expect our sons and
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daughters to catch trophy fish if we continue to kill every
potential trophy fish.
I’m a firm believer in freedom over anything else. What
I mean by that is that I’m not against a guy or commercial
fisherman trying to make a living or feed his family. But I
am against abuse. I would like to see our states take more
interest in some rules and regulations to further protect
the catfish. I just believe there is a happy medium where
all could benefit from it.
One of my passions is to pass on to others what I’ve
learned over the years. In my heart, I want to see the sport
of catfishing grow. My personal contribution to growing
the sport is to teach others how to catch decent or trophysized catfish successfully and teach them the importance
of conservation.
I have had some memorable moments in catfishing.
One was when I caught a triple-digit fish at 103 pounds.
Catching one over a hundred pounds is a milestone in
catfishing, but that’s not my most memorable moment. It
was close but not number 1.
Number 1 was when I landed one that was 89.20
pounds. It was my biggest up to that date. If you hang
around me much I’m filled with excitement and emotions. I
told Jerry Ishcomer at a later date that if he and Noah had
not been in the boat with me, I would have just got down
on my knees in that boat and cried with joy.
That catch meant so much to me that I had Noah
FaceTime my wife as I was fighting that fish. She had
fished with me so much I wanted her to be a part of seeing
us land him.
The most important thing to me about catfishing is the
thrill of catching them. I would be lying to you if I told you
anything else. I like catching catfish! Preferably BIG ones!
Running a close second is just being on the water
fishing and enjoying every minute. It’s my place to get
away. When I’m out fishing it’s like nothing else really
exists. All the hustle and bustle of life seems to vanish.
There are not really but two things on my mind when I
am on the water, the Lord and catching the catfish.
If I can leave you with anything, live your life to make
a positive difference and influence others to do the same.
God Bless you, tight lines and go put the SmackDown on
one!
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CATFISH CALENDAR
(Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.)
NOV
NOV
NOV
NOV
NOV
NOV
DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC

16th
16th
16th
16th
23rd - 24th
30th
1st
7th
7th
14th
14th

CENTRAL MISSOURI CATFISH
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOC
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB
CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATFISH
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOC
TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB

COFFMAN BEACH ACCESS
LICK CREEK BOAT RAMP
HELENA
PICKWICK
TBD
INGALLS HARBOR
GLASGOW
LEXINGTON MO

CLUB/DAY
CLUB
TRAIL
CLUB
CLASSIC
ANNUAL TURKEY BOWL
CLUB/DAY
2ND ANNUAL CATFISH GAMES

CLARKSVILLE TN MARINA
CHICKAMAUGA

CLUB
CHAMPIONSHIP
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Tournament Results
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS

OCTOBER 12th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

KAW POINT

Justin Custer/Ryun Todd/James Custer
Marty Darrah/Ken Cargill
Eddie Henney/Adam Funk
Joel Roberts/Justin Clarr
Alan Lockrey/Zoe Hooker

119.98
64.28
61.34
33.7
31.66

BIG FISH
1. Marty Darrah/Ken Cargil

39.9

M&J CATFISH WAR

OCTOBER 12th

GORDON BOAT RAMP

1. Ronnie Dixon
2. Chad Bailey
3. Marty D Highnote/Chandler Highnote

131.14
97.14
67

BIG FISH
1. Nathan Peterman
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MONSTERS ON THE OHIO

OCTOBER 12th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

OHIO RIVER

Anthony Murphy/Mike Snyder
Ben Goebel/Rob Clodfelder
Tony Weathers/Danny Dillman
Justin Hedges/Rodney Hall
Alan Houston/Ronnie Strickland

129.1
110.3
95
93.5
91.8

BIG FISH
1. Alan Houston/Ronnie Strickland

OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB

OCTOBER 12th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

70.7

HOPEWELL MARINA

Howard Staton/Chris Krammers
George Dehner/Petey Bourne
Christain Moore/Doug Buston
Mike Messinger/Becca Williams
Adam Cook/Melissa Cook

108.05
88.88
85.77
83.64
82.31

BIG FISH
1. Damion Evans/Ralph Gordillo/Jay Paff/
Chuck Hudson
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65.36

Tournament
TournamentResults
Results

OCTOBER 12th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB
LAKE GUNTERSVILLE

Brian Ellison/Greg Floyd
Michael Carpenter/Jodie Carpenter
Jared Robertson/Jr Hall
Michael Clark/Brian Meares
Ray Ferguson/Melissa Ferguson

121.02
120.01
108.06
99.07
81.02

BIG FISH
1. Brian Ellison/Greg Floyd
2. Michael Carpenter/Jodie Carpenter

OCTOBER 19th

59.09
59.08

CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMANS ASSOC.
CLARKSVILLE MARINA

1. Mike Rittenberry/Teddy Wetherford
2. Tony Fuller/Anna
3. Dennis Gibson/Stacy Gibson

72.9
62.35
55.9

BIG FISH
1. Justin Grell/Scott Loveless/Kevin Breedlove

OCTOBER 19th

38.6

KERR LAKE MADKATTERS
KER LAKE

1. Team Flynt
2. Team Mako
3. Team Meatloaf

OCTOBER 20th

68.89
65.85
64.73

CENTRAL MISSOURI CATFISH
MISSOURI RIVER

1. Michael Stover/Angie Stover/Stephen Mejerer/Maci Stover
2. Ben Korte/Josh Suttner
3. Joey Cason Sr/Jody Midkuff

7.2
5.13
2.7

BIG FISH
1. Ben Korte/Josh Suttner

OCTOBER 26th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Camo Cattin
Cowtown Catfishing
Catastrophic
ZWZ
Cat Mann Du

4.14

CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
LAKE WACO
31.94
28
25.71
24.05
20.26

BIG FISH
1. Catastrophic

10.63

Tournament Results

Tournament Results
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS

OCTOBER 26th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

KAW POINT

Andrew Carnes/Randy Morgan
Cody Forshee/Joel Roberts
Eddis Henney/Adam Funk
John Berglund/Ryan Berglund
Mike Sanders/Josh Flamez

93.92
69.82
48.71
47.31
30.45

BIG FISH
1. Andrew Carnes/Randy Morgan

64.9

JKV CATFISHING TRAIL

OCTOBER 26th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

ROCKY POINT/OHIO RIVER

Henry Price/Stephen Fancher
Kevin/Justin
Denver/Joe
Damien Clark
Josh Vanover/Robert Brooks

152
118
80
63.5
62.15

BIG FISH
1. Kevin/Justin

73.6

REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING

OCTOBER 26th

MADISON INDIANA

1. Team Hite
2. Chico Stephen/Terry Webster/Gene Webster
3. Joey Meadows/Michael Eden
4. Bob Griffith/Rovky Faye
5. Andy Mefford/Andrew Mefford

76.6
63.1
63.7
58.5
47.5

BIG FISH
1. Team Hite

OCTOBER 27th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

38.3

SOUTHWEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
RIVERSIDE BOAT RAMP

Daniel Bell/Bill Duncan
Willie Smith/Nick Anderson
Justin Browning/Micah Kendall
Adam Dehner/Clyde Caldwell
Brandon-Hunter-Scott Darnell

78.1
76.9
75.8
56.7
53.4

BIG FISH
1. Daniel Bell/Bill Duncan

37.7
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Tournament Results

Tournament Results
BASS PRO CABELA’S KING KAT TRAIL

NOVEMBER 1st - 2nd
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

WHEELER LAKE

Wayne Bodine/Travis Bodine
Dale Kerns/Matt Kerns
Jason Shaw/Kevin Woolfork
Josh Williams/Warren Simmons
Joe Westbrook/Demetria Westbrook

268.3
248.85
240.75
239.25
223

BIG FISH
1. Dale Kerns/Matt Kerns

72.15

OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB

NOVEMBER 2nd

HOPEWELL MARINA

1. Trey Thorpe/Zebco Rick/Justin Cobbot/
Bruce Cravenor
2. Kenny Bennett/Billy Wright/Michael Burruss
3. Archie Gold/Dave Enas
4. Adam Cook/Melissa Cook
5. William Hauser/James Williams/Jeff Farrar

134.72
114.87
107.7
105.42
87.05

BIG FISH
1. Archie Gold/Dave Enas

78.32
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Just another
day on the lake
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