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Aaron Churchwell
(Partners in Slime) shows
off a nice Tennessee River
blue cat. Aaron was on
the dock at Ingalls Harbor
in Decatur Alabama. A
great place to be!

Catfish Connections – If Not for Catfishing
Fall is the beginning of a busy catfish
tournament season. Just about every
weekend has a tournament of some kind
going on in states across the country.
Rising Sun in Indiana; Mississippi River
Monsters in Tennessee; Twisted Cat
in Missouri; Monsters on the Ohio in
Kentucky; Possum Kingdom in Texas; All American Catfish
Tournaments in Kansas; M & J Classic in Georgia, and the
King Kat Classic in Alabama. And these are just a few. There
are more tournaments in more states giving catfish anglers a
place to compete.
All these tournament occasions give catfish anglers and
their families the opportunity to meet and make new friends.
The result is a growing community of catfish enthusiast that
develop true friendships with people they would never have
met if it were not for catfishing. Those friends become part of
a larger family or better yet a community, a loving and caring
community. So, when we lose a member of the community, we
all mourn together.
The August passing of Matt Hardesty was unexpected and
devastating. He was a gentle giant with a heart of gold and a
welcoming smile. Matt loved the outdoors and when he was
called, he was doing what he loved—fishing on the Cumberland
River in Kentucky. The catfish community will miss him greatly
and we extend our prayers and condolences to the family.
Memorial contributions may be made in his honor to Fishing
for Freedom, 532 Gardner Expressway, Quincy, IL 62301.
Follow this link to make a donation directly on the FFF website.
http://www.fishingforfreedomquincy.org/donations.htm
As always, I wish to thank the great sponsors that support
CatfishNow. It is because of them that we are able to offer the
contents of CFN to our readers free of charge. I hope you will
help me thank them by considering their products when you
are in the market for catfish supplies.
We are extremely pleased to bring you this month’s collection
of catfish related content and ask you to share this issue with
your friends, relatives, and other catfish enthusiasts. By doing
so you just might help them catch more CatfishNow.
Fish with passion,
Ron Presley, Editor
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by Ron Presley

Fish where the fish are.

S

pencer Hodges is not one to sit and
wait for the catfish to bite. The long
time Santee Cooper angler is known for
catching big cats on the SC lakes. Before any
outing he checks the weather and makes his
plans. He relies heavily on experience and
sonar, especially side-imaging, to determine
where to fish.
“The first thing in the morning we target fish
on shallow flats,” instructed Hodges. “We are
looking for fish that are either coming in from
deeper water to feed or coming off the flats
from feeding the night before. That is the main
deal—moving fish that are active in a travel
path.”
His years of experience has taught him that

Spencer Hodges teamed up with Robert
Carter to win the inaugural Black’s Camp
Shootout on Santee Cooper in 2017 with a
two-day total weight of 145 pounds.
those active fish are more likely to bite then
fish he marks lying lethargically on the bottom.
He is normally searching for them in one of
the many stump fields available on Santee
Cooper. The fish use the ditches running
through the stumps to come up on the flats to
feed.
“If they are moving through a ditch you
have fish that are active and may feed,” he
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SANTEE’S SHALLOW WATER CATS

said. “Marking fish in the 12- to 18-foot range
Hodges uses planer boards to move
and tight to the bottom are inactive fish. Those
baits out to the side. He catches a good
fish are not likely to bite.”
percentage of his fish on the boards.
Hodges just keeps moving until he finds
an area with signs of active fish. He wants to
see bait and fish up off the bottom. Better yet, strategy too. A cold night, for example can
bait that has been pushed up and broken into keep the fish off the feeding flats. In that case
small schools.
the bite may be later.
“Sometimes I wait awhile before going out,”
offered Hodges. “Especially when it’s cold at
“…that early bite can become a night, that early bite can become a crap shoot.
Once that sun gets up and the water gets up
crap shoot.”
another degree or two those fish will start
slipping back in from the deeper water. That
“I do try to remember areas where I mark a bite may turn on around 10 or 11 o’clock and
lot of fish,” added Hodges. “I will go back and run into the afternoon.”
His equipment includes Penn Phantom 25
check on them periodically during the day to
level
wind reels and Fat Boy Custom Rods.
see if the fish have lifted up off the bottom and
have bait around. I may try to fish them once He spools with 40- to 50-pound Sunline. The
terminal tackle is prepared Carolina rig style.
I see that.”
Gizzard shad and white perch are normally
Water temperature plays a big role in his
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available and make great bait. The gizzards
he likes are 15 to 17 inches. He seldom uses
them whole. He is neutral on the big bait, big
fish issue.
“I don’t like to use the gizzard shad whole
because of their size,” he said. “Sometimes I
will use the white perch whole. When the bite
is slow, I usually just try smaller chunks and
pieces to see it that is what they want.”
“I have caught a lot of big fish on little bait
and I’ve caught a lot of big fish on big bait,”
explained Hodges. “A lot of times using a
bigger bait will keep the smaller fish off and
that is part of the goal for me.”
Hodges also mentioned current as a
factor to consider. Especially as it relates to
structure. A large hump on the sonar gave rise
to an explanation.
“It is just like anywhere you ever fished,”
explained Hodges. “If you fish current and
there is anything for the fish to get behind, it’s
good. That hump is significant.”
The sonar was sowing a hump right behind
the boat in 18 feet of water. From there it rose
to 10 1/2 feet on its top.

White perch and big gizzard shad are
Hodges bait of preference. On a slow bite
he will offer up smaller baits to see if that is
what they want.
“That bait is setting on the slope and you
have an 8-foot swing as a current break,” said
Hodges. “The current is coming from 14- or 15foot right in front of the boat where I dropped
anchor. So, it is rolling up that hill and the bait
will lay right in there behind the hump. The fish
come to the bait.”
The fish are comfortable behind the hump
(or any other structure) because they don’t
have to fight the current. The side-scan
revealed exactly how the bait and scattered
fish were tucked right in behind it.
On this particular day Santee was calm and
smooth. A rare occurrence. In fact, the Santee
Cooper lakes are known for their tendency
to get rough fast when the wind comes up a
safety warning is always in order. Although
calm and smooth is good from an anger’s
comfort perspective, Hodges doesn’t like it.
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“If you are having these calm conditions on
Santee and are marking bait it will be sunk right
down on the bottom,” Hodges explained. “Let
that wind start blowing and you start getting
waves and all of a sudden all those fish and all
that bait that was sunk down will start rising.
The bait will start lifting up to midwater column.
The fish will also start lifting up and suspend.
As those waves churn up the bottom the fish
will get more active and start biting.”
He fishes from a 23-foot May-Craft boat
with a 200 HP engine. It is just the ticket for
him because the “rougher the better” is his
slogan.
“It was designed for saltwater,” he said,
referring to his boat. “Anything designed for
saltwater better be able to take water and get
rid of water and this boat does.”
Hodges is addicted to the shallow water
cats and rough water just makes it more
challenging. When a big cat is hooked in

Even though the lake was to calm for
Hodges’ liking he did boat this nice Santee
Cooper blue.
shallow water, they can’t dive much, so they
go sideways and sometimes go airborne.
“The rougher the better,” concluded
Hodges. “My experience is much better when
it’s rough. When that wind starts blowing
and the water starts churning the bottom, it’s
kicking stuff up. The fish see that and they get
a lot more active. And when they are hooked
in that shallow water they go everywhere.
And remember, there is no water too shallow.
I have seen them running around with their
back sticking out of the water.”
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- Ron Presley

CATFISH BASICS

Catfish Basics #071

Mixed Bag in the Fall
Josh Brown, Backwoods Catfishing

Late September is one of my favorite times to catch
big flatheads in the river. As we reach the end of
September water temperatures normally begin to fall.
During this time the catfish will be feeding heavily and
will be aggressive all the way through fall, especially
flatheads.
Fishing shallow flats at night near structure and
fishing wood structure during the day will produce
those aggressive flatheads. About 4 to 6 weeks later
I will start targeting the lake for blues. But will catch them in the mix when
targeting the flatheads.
I’ll catch good fish on live bait from time to time but as long as it’s fresh cut
bait natural to that water you can’t go wrong. I mostly use cut skipjack. That
seems to produce most of the monster 50-pound plus flatheads.
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HOW TO?

B’n’M How-to Video:
Double Circle Hook
with Carson Pierce, Arkansas
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Catfish Gear #020 — Custom Apparel and Display Solutions —Valley Fashions

T

ournament jerseys with style and flair
are part and parcel of the merchandise
available from Valley Fashions. I was
surprised at all the comments I got when
I first wore my CatfishNOW Jersey. It was
not only comfortable, it was stylish. But it
was the catfish imprint that drew all the
attention.
Valley Fashions achieves the most
vivid graphics you can imagine through
their true dye sublimation process. The
result is unparalleled sharpness and
fabulous colored prints. Their garments are
characterized by durability and beauty.
They create custom apparel based on
your individual requirements. You provide
the logos, wording and color selection and

Ron Presley is shown here in his CatfishNOW
jersey from Valley Fashions at a SeaArk
Owners Invitational in Decatur, AL.
they do the rest. Vector Artwork is preferred
because it results in the best outcomes
as the artwork can be scaled to any size
without any loss of quality. Online sizing
guides will help you choose the right jersey
for you.
Valley Fashions can also help you with
your trade show display needs. They produce
convenient and eye-catching display
stands, table covers, overhead displays,
wall covers, and more. These products are
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easy to transport and economical ways to
promote your product or service.
Epilogue: In Service to the Community
Valley Fashions is owned and operated
by Dan and Eileen Coates. They are
fishermen themselves and understand the
needs of the fishing community. In 2017 they
created a project known as Catfish Buy the
Pound with the goal of raising $100,000 for
the ALS Society of Manitoba. The money
was targeted for research, client services,
and to help raise awareness for the deadly
Lou Gehrig’s disease.
Their goal was to catch, weigh, and
release 10,000 pounds of catfish during the
2017 fishing season. Their target was the
Red River. Pledges from individuals turned
their “catfish poundage” into valuable
support for the ALS Society of Manitoba.
They have now turned their attention to
Wounded Warriors Canada to raise funds
to help make their life-changing programs
possible. Their goal is to catch over 4,000
pounds of channel catfish by the end of
2019!
Wounded Warriors Canada’s mission
is to honor and support Canada’s ill and
injured Canadian Armed Forces members,
Valley Fashions owner, Dan Coates, is
Veterans, First Responders and their
shown here with a nice Red River channel
families.
cat. Coates and his wife Eileen use their
“We’re enthusiastic catfish anglers,”
passion for fishing to help worthy causes.
said Dan. “And the channel cat fishery in
the Red River is one of the hidden gems
of North America. We feel privileged to use other specially products check out Valley
our passion for fishing toward a great cause Fashions. You can visit them on their
like Wounded Warriors Canada.”
website, Valley Fashions Outdoors.
The next time you have a need for
tournament jerseys, display products, or
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by Brad Durick

Sometimes hiring a guide just makes sense. It can save time and money as
well as teach you some valuable lessons

I

n today’s fast-paced society, time is
of the essence and when you do get a
chance to go fishing you want to make
the most of it. Hiring a fishing guide can be
a cost-effective and efficient way to make
the most of your time and provide a quality
experience. Hiring a guide can also be an
educational experience as guides tend to
be the experts of their waters. They know
the spots, patterns, and tactics it takes to
put fish in the boat.
Save Time with no Pressure
Time is precious in this day and age. We
work and play harder than ever before. We
are always connected and when the time
comes to go fishing, we want to make the

A happy customer of Captain Jason Bridges
who caught a big blue catfish on Wheeler
Lake in Alabama.
most of it. Hiring a fishing guide can take
the guesswork out of a day of fishing.
When you go fishing on your own,
especially if you have kids, you have to
think of everything and pack accordingly.
Then you have to go to wherever it is you
are going and find the bait and the other
things that nobody else thought of.
The guide will have all of your gear, bait,
and know where the fish are so you don’t
waste time searching. All the pressure of
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SO YOU WANNA’ HIRE A CATFISH GUIDE

finding fish and being ready is shifted to
the guide. Speaking for myself, I still worry
about all of that stuff on a daily basis but
the boat packing and preparation is just
automatic.
Save Money
There are a couple of scenarios here.
The first is travel. If you want to fish
somewhere far away it can be much
cheaper to drive a car or small SUV versus
a full-sized pickup pulling a boat. Just the
gas savings can cover most of the cost of
a guide.
A second scenario that can save you
money is if you do not fish very often and
don’t want to deal with boat ownership.
When you consider the cost of a boat, the
insurance, fuel, and the cost of a truck to

Captain Jason Bridges guided this client
to a trophy flathead on Wheeler Lake in
Alabama.
pull the boat it is much cheaper to hire a
guide if you don’t fish often.
Learn New Tactics and Bodies of Water
Local waters have local secrets that
can be learned. If you fish with different
people in different parts of the country
you can always pick up a nugget or two
that will help you put more fish in the boat
while learning the uniqueness of a new
body of water.
When you have never fished a body
of water it can be very effective to hire a
guide for a day to get the lay of the land.
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A guide is the expert of that body of water
and who better to pick up some tips and
tricks of different attributes of that body
of water.
Captain Jason Bridges, a guide from
Alabama, told me that many tournament
anglers who are preparing to compete on
Wheeler Lake hire him so they can get the
lay of the land and observe his techniques
for finding fish on the lake. He also said
a huge percentage of his clientele comes
to learn certain techniques that he uses
with success.

“…fishing without the stress of
preparation…”
According to Bridges, many people
travel to fish the famous Wheeler Lake in
order to “take home the knowledge they
learn”. He told of a group from Kansas that
came to him specifically to learn how he
catches blues so they could take it home
and implement it on their own waters.

This lady loves to catfish and that smile says
it all. When researching guides look at the
photos of happy customers. A great guide
wants to show off happy customers.
While I don’t often get guests at
my guide service who are looking for
a specific technique, I do get people
who want to see and learn to run their
Humminbird electronics more effectively.
I have noticed that many just want to see
MEGA imaging in action as we look for
fish during our trip.
What to Expect
“Fishing guide not fishing god.” You are
probably not sure what that means right
now but when you hire a fishing guide you
have to have realistic expectations. Many
fishing guides are the best in their species
in their area but they can’t always make
the fish jump in the boat. Mother Nature
has a way of throwing curveballs and
even guides sometimes have challenges.
Before you book a guide do a little
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SO YOU WANNA’ HIRE A CATFISH GUIDE

research on them. First, look at their web
site. See if it is updated and has photos of
happy customers. Happy customers show
that they take pride in the smiles of their
guests. If it has not been updated in a
year or two, they may not run many trips
or have many customers.
Another good place, but should not
be the only place, is social media. Find
their Facebook page and look for photos
of happy customers. Some “guides” are
more interested in pimping sponsors than
actually running trips and it does not take
long to sort out who values you or their
sponsors more.
Once you know who you want to
fish with it is advisable to pick up the
telephone and make a call. Tell the
guide when you hope to fish with them,
ask what to expect with the fishing and
tell them your expectations. Guides with
great reputations are going to give it to
you straight and upon request will provide
you with a few references should you so
desire to ask around.
Hiring a guide is a great way to go
fishing without the stress of preparation
and the work that is involved. It is also a

Hiring a guide in a new location is likely to
produce a big cat. Capt. Brad Durick put this
happy client on a trophy channel cat on the
Red River.
great way to learn a body of water or a
new technique. Either way, it is a great
way to get out and make the most of your
time and enjoyment on the water.
Captain Brad Durick is a nationally
recognized catfish guide on the Red
River of the North, seminar speaker, and
author of the books Cracking the Channel
Catfish Code and Advanced Catfishing
Made Easy. For more information go to
www.redrivercatfish.com.
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- Brad Durick

IF YOU’RE NOT USING DRIFTMASTER...
GOOD LUCK!

MADE IN USA
.COM

ROD HOLDERS &
TROLLING SYSTEMS
BLACK RIVER TOOLS, INC.
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803-473-4927
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HOW TO?

CFN How-to Video:
Flathead Tip
with Marshall Hugley
Alabama Catfish Trail
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CATFISH BASICS

Catfish Basics #072

Get Ready for Winter – James
Prince, Texarkana, TX

In my neck of the woods, Northeast Texas, the blue cats are harder
to catch during the hot summer months in both the lakes and the
reservoirs that I like to fish. It makes for a long summer. September is
the transition month when fishing starts getting better.
By September I begin to have more success finding the blues as
they start chasing shad. I like to look for large concentrations of shad.
I tie on a Santee Cooper type dragging rig and pull it through the active
swimming shad.
September is also a month of anticipation. The larger, trophy size blues really start
turning on as the temperatures start to drop in October and November and that stronger
bite continues through March and April.
Those expectations motivate me to use some time in September to get my gear ready
for the upcoming Winter months. It is time for equipment maintenance and things like
cleaning reels, making sure they are working properly, and putting on fresh fishing line. I
want to be ready when the larger cats start turning on!
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Probing New Catfish Waters: Part 1 by Ron Presley

Editor’s Note: This is the first of a two-part series addressing the issue of fishing new waters.
Part two will follow in the October 2019 issue of CatfishNow with information from Michael Haney
and Rodney Crimm.

Mother Nature can tell you where to fish, if you pay attention.

T

he question is as old as the ages.
When an angler fishes a new body of
water the question on the top of the
list is, “Where do I start?”
Given the sophistication of today’s
electronics, the answer has become easier

Team Pierce travels the tournament trail as
a family. They are shown here with some
nice Alabama River cats.
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and easier to find. But coupled with good
old fashion experience the results can be
made easier yet. And it doesn’t even have
to include electronics.
Take the Pierce clan for example. The
B’n’M Poles Team of Carson, Cye, and
Austin Pierce compete as a family in
tournaments across the map. They often
find themselves in unfamiliar waters.
Their strategy is to use tried and true
techniques related to experience to help
them find fish.
“When we do well at a tournament
it’s because we are willing to put in the
time and the effort,” Carson said. “People
should understand that anybody can learn
to fish. It ain’t rocket science.”
Carson went on to explain that people
do get lucky. They can go set on a spot
and sooner or later some fish will come
by. But he puts his money on the anglers
that go out there and fish from daylight

This washout on the bank signaled the
possibility of a contour change below the
water. Just as Austin predicted, it produced
several nice Alabama River cats as
witnessed by the photo above.
to dark to learn what they can about the
water they are fishing. And some research
can be done at home on the computer.
He is convinced that catfish spend most
of their time in areas of mud bottom and
suggests that if a beginning fisherman
spent their time fishing mud bottoms their
catch numbers would automatically go up.
“I find that 95% of the time catfish
stay in an area that has a mud bottom,”
Carson explained. “Usually, if people
aren’t marking fish it is because the fish
are buried in the mud. I usually take a
bumping weight and research the bottom
to see what it is made of.”
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Carson uses braided line and a fair size
sinker to bump the bottom. Experience
has taught him how to tell the difference
in one bottom composition and another.
“Just let it hit bottom,” instructed
Carson. “If there is a metallic clunk to it
then it’s rock. Determining shale, mud, or
clay can take a little more experience but
you can tell. Typically, the clay will have
a tendency for your weight to stick to it.
Shale is pretty unusual unless you’re in
an area that was previously excavated
(usually in a lake). I like to find good soft
areas that my weight doesn’t wanna’ stick
to.”
“My best example of this is the
Mississippi River,” continued Carson.
“When the river gets wider it does so
because the sediments are soft. It will also
be deeper and have mud bottoms. The
Tennessee River is 100% the opposite.”
So, Carson’s job-one when he fishes
new waters is to determine where to
expect the mud, clay, shale, or rock. He
says every body of water can be totally
different. Some online maps give this
kind of information and can give anglers
a head start when they get to the body of
water that they are fishing.
Knowing where the sediments are
helps him understand the likely places he
wants to fish. Once he has determined
where the mud is, he begins to fish
various depths of mud-covered bottoms.
If he starts catching fish in 20- to 25-foot
water on mud bottoms he has established
a pattern. Then its time to pull out the
maps of the area and establish similar
characteristics in other locations where
he would expect to catch fish on the same
pattern.
“The first thing I do is establish where
the mud is,” informed Carson. “Is it around
the main channel? Is it in the channel? Is
it in the straight areas of the river? I use
the bumping rig to determine that.”
“Since I now have an understanding of
how the body of water is formed, I can
pull out my maps and identify everywhere
that is mud bottom and in the 20- 30-foot

range,” Carson said.
“If we found a lot of shale or clay
bottoms we would move,” added Carson.
“We only fish clay or shale when structure
is present and/or when a cold front is
approaching or already there. I prefer to
start with the mud when fishing flats.”
Although the mud bottoms are important
characteristics that the Pierce’s look
for, there is another naturally occurring
phenomenon that helps them find fish.
Austin Pierce has obviously learned from
his daddy. He is always looking for those
subtle changes along the shoreline that
might indicate a good fishing hole.

“…95% of the time catfish stay in
an area that has a mud bottom…”
“When you come down the river you
might see an area where erosion has cut
the bank differently,” said Austin. “Usually
what’s happening above the waterline is
also happing under the water. If you see
the sand washed out it is telling you that
the bottom contour is also changed by the
erosion out in the river.”
The result is a contour or ledge that
can be identified by what the bank looks
like. The visual clue above the water is
the washed-out sand. Below the water is
an ambush spot for a hungry catfish.
“It doesn’t take much,” Austin said. “If
that wash created a one-foot contour it is
likely to be a productive area. A one-foot
contour gives the fish something to hide
behind and ambush its prey.”
These are tried and tested methods of
experienced catfish anglers. Give them
a try, and you too will likely catch more
catfish. After all, it’s not rocket science.
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- Ron Presley
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by Jeffery Miller

Hiking deep for catfish holes

C

atfish have long been caught by
fisherman without access to a boat.
As a kid growing up in southcentral
Minnesota, I remember seeing catfishermen
(and women) dozing on the sandbars of the
Minnesota River, their fishing poles resting in
a Y-forked stick. Photos published in the local
newspaper of huge flathead catfish testified to
their effectiveness.
While I often fish out of my small Jon boat
on the prairie river near my home in North
Dakota, sometimes it’s best to hitch up the

A long hike through the prairie brought us to a
great catfish hole. Bob Miller was rewarded with
a 12-pound channel he caught off the bank.
shank’s mare and hike deep for a chance at
the quality fishing locations. Like many small
rivers, my home river lacks boat access points.
To catch a stringer full of eating cats, along
with a chance at a big fish, I will often leave
my boat in the driveway and strike out on foot.

24 Catfish NOW September 2019

BUSHWHACKING CATFISH
Beginning Bushwhacking
Before I ever leave my house, I will pull up
Google Earth imagery of the area I wish to
fish. My home river has loads of curves and
bends, is quite narrow, and possess many
deep holes and snags. By studying imagery,
I can pick out a few locations to target. When
hiking far from my pickup, I prefer to have a
destination in mind. Walking off into the wild
blue yonder, without a plan, is many times
a fool’s errand. Like most fisherman, I have
limited time to fish, and I want to high-grade
my outings for success.
I’m looking for deep outside holes that
remain consistent year-to-year, as well as
areas that pile up debris from each Spring
high water event. Next, I determine if the target
locations exist on land with public or private
access. Most game and fish departments offer
Google Earth layers with public boundaries,
making it easy to determine land open to all.
If my locations are on public land, I only need
to find places to park my rig. If the best bends
and holes are located on private land, a phone
Jeffrey Miller earned this nice 11-pound
call or visit to the landowner’s residence often
channel cat after a long hike revealed the
results in permission to fish. At least in my
deep hole in the small river where he caught
neck of the woods, landowners rarely care if a
the fish.
person wants to catch some catfish. Of course,
whether it’s private or public land, make sure
to leave no trace and clean up any garbage
hiked a half-mile through dense woods, only
you find on your trek.
to realize, that upon reaching my destination,
my rod was missing the tip. It had caught on
“Walking off into the wild blue one of the myriad of limbs and had broken off.
entire morning was wasted. A sleeve will
yonder, without a plan, is many My
prevent this.
times a fool’s errand.”
A lightweight net is needed as well. Trying
to drag up the bank, or hand-land a nice fish
near the bank, can result in a “one that got
Gear for the Bushwhacker
away” story rather than a grip-and-grin photo.
Overpacking is the biggest bane of the A net will prevent this.
bushwhacking catter. You will be hiking
A tackle bag, with a sling to carry, is my
through tall grass, woods, and underbrush, preference to tote my tackle. A few plastic
beneath a sweltering summer sun. The last boxes in the bag carry what is needed. I pare
thing a fisherman wants to do is feel like a pack down what I carry, as a heavy bag will start to
mule, sweating under a load of unnecessary feel like a cinder block on my back after a hike.
gear. I prefer to fish with a baitcasting outfit, I prefer to fish with dip bait, and will carry 2 to
but regardless of rod preference, a fishing 3 different brands in the bag, along with the
rod sleeve is a necessity. The sleeve protects appropriate terminal tackle, tube worms, and
the delicate eyes and tip of the rod, as well bug spray. Finally, a five-gallon pail rounds
as the line. Early in my bushwhacking days I out my gear. The pail gives me a comfortable
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place to sit while waiting for a bite, as well as a
rudimentary live well if I decide to bring a few
cats home for supper.
Even though the summer heat is stifling,
bushwhacking is no place for shorts. The
woods abound with burning nettles, and jeans
and long sleeve shirts will protect skin from
the itching and burning. A brimmed hat is
also helpful. My hair is rapidly thinning, and
without a hat, my head burns to a crisp. Once
I’m seated on my pail and ready to fish, I
will remove my long sleeve shirt to cool off,
replacing it with a tank top from my tackle bag.
A thorough spraying with insect repellant will
keep the clouds of skeeters at bay.
Fishing with a partner will allow for the
work to be spread out. This past summer my
significant other, Melanie, experienced her first
bushwhacking catfish foray. She carried the
rods and the bucket, while I toted the tackle
and landing net. She had the hot hand that first
trip, catching four fish to every one of mine.
The only part of the trip she didn’t care for was
her introduction to the boot-sucking mud of
the river. I have to admit, seeing her go up to

A sinuous river has loads of locations to fish.
A Google Map can help you find them. This
section of the river requires up to a half-mile
of hiking through the prairie and woods to
reach the best-looking stretches.
her thighs in the mud was quite entertaining.
She quickly learned where to place her feet
after that!
Dad’s tussle with a big cat
My Dad, Bob, loves to visit from Minnesota
to fish for North Dakota cats. Not caring for
my small boat, we will bushwhack on foot far
from the nearest gravel road to find fish. A few
summers ago, his visit coincided with a hot
bite. We targeted a big bend in the river, with
plenty of debris to hold numerous cats. To get
there, we had to drive across the prairie for a
few miles, and then follow a deer trail through
the woods to get to our spot. Expecting
eating size cats, Dad had only brought a light
spinning outfit with 6-pound test. Events that
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later unfolded made me glad I always tote a
net.
The bite started slow, with only a few eater
cats hitting the bank. Undaunted, we kept
dipping bait and fishing. Dad got into the habit
of flipping the fish up the bank, not bothering
with the net. Casting near a lone stick in the
current seam, the line had barely settled when
he felt a tremendous hit. Setting the hook, he
let out a whoop. I was fishing 50 feet from
him, and knew immediately by the bend in his
fishing rod it wasn’t a little fish.
With the light line, Dad was unable to steer
the fish much. Luckily, it swam into the current
and used up most of its energy fighting there.
Soon, the fish was brought near shore, and
when it rolled, I knew this wasn’t one that
would be flipped on the bank.
The bank had been subject to erosion
from Spring flooding, and I had to slide down
the clay wall, using Boxelder saplings as
handholds. Hitting the edge of the water, my
feet started to sink in the mud as I quickly
netted the big fish. Hauling myself and the big

Melanie ponders a prospective fishing hole
after toting her fishing gear to the river
cat up the bank took some work, but soon we
were admiring Dad’s 12-pound channel cat.
Had we been fishing the Red River in North
Dakota the fish would have been an average
fish, but on the small river we were fishing it
was a trophy.
Bringing It All Together
Fishing out of a boat and motoring down
a gently singing river is a sure-fire way to
catch channel catfish. However, the fisherman
without a boat or boat access to a river can
still catch a mess of eater catfish or a trophy.
Bushwhacking back into areas where other
fishermen won’t go can yield big returns!
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- Jeffrey Miller

by Ron Presley

How my first trophy catfishing trip changed my life.

M

y introduction to trophy catfishing
came from well-known tournament
angler Larry Muse. Larry and I had
a mutual friend in T.J. Stallings of the TTI
Blakemore Company. I noticed that Larry
had taken T.J. on board while prefishing a
tournament near Memphis on the Mississippi
River. When I saw the monster catfish they

Muse choose his SeaArk boat for their
reputation of being well-built and for the
large tournament size livewell. He has it
outfitted for trophy catfishing.
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were catching I wanted to give it a try.
Anyone that knew T.J. would also know
that if you ask him for something and it was
in his power to deliver it, he would. Well, he
could, and he did. After I told him that I would
like to try trophy catfishing it was less than a
month before I found myself on Wilson Lake,
Alabama with Muse.
Muse gave me a location to meet him
and he picked me up at the dock in his 2010
SeaArk ProCat. I discovered that he got his
SeaArk after a fire destroyed his previous
boat, truck, house, and belongings. He was
literally wiped out.
“The first thing I replaced was my boat
when the insurance paid off,” explained
Muse. “I told my wife, if you don’t have a
boat, what do you need with a house? I
choose SeaArk because of their reputation
of quality construction and because they
support the catfish community. Their boats
are well built and have a tournament size
livewell—that’s a must for me.”
Fortunately, Muse has an understanding
wife who supported his decision to buy the
boat. As it turns out, she is as much a part
of the catfish community as he is. Joyce
travels the country with him as they support
the sport of catfishing.
When Muse picked me up at the ramp,
my first impression of the SeaArk was the
comfort and roominess. Muse had nothing
but praise for the boat and how it adapted
to his catfishing style. I knew I was in for an
enjoyable day on the water.

“…if you don’t have a boat, what
do you need with a house?”
It all started on our ride to the fishing hole
when Muse revealed some insights into his
character. He introduced me to his Granny
French by way of recollections.
Muse’s love for his Granny French was
obviously great. He briefly told me how she
was his inspiration in life and in fishing. I
think she helped make him a common-sense

Mr. John Stephens, often a tournament
partner with Muse, is shown here with the
author at the first-ever Catfish Conference.
He is a little camera shy so I treasure this
photo with him. He is also a member of the
SeaArk family.
thinker as well as an excellent catfisherman.
“My Granny French taught me how to
fish when I was a very small child,” revealed
Muse. “In fact, she taught me a lot about
life through fishing. Without her influence, I
would not have the insights into fishing or
the insights into life that I have.”
One recollection was when Granny
French patted Muse on the back for catching
a catfish. It was a lesson in encouragement
from a loving grandmother that taught him
many other things. Her lessons helped mold
his life as well as his love for catfishing.
“She was always right in her assumptions
about where the fish were and how to catch
them,” recalled Muse. “She just seemed to
know things. At the end of her life, she was
ready to go, so solid in her salvation. Her
readiness to go had a huge influence on my
Christian life. She’s waiting somewhere now
for me, on a river, with a big box of chicken
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livers.”
I am sure there is more to learn about
the influence of his Granny, but we arrived
at the fishing spot and Muse began to prep
the poles. He had his SeaArk equipped
just the way he wanted it, including a set of
Driftmaster Rod Holders placed all around
the boat.
He pointed out the large livewell and its
importance in tournament fishing. He had
it outfitted with an oxygen system to help
keep the trophy catfish alive. Fish care was
obviously very important to him.
We were fishing deep water with timber
all over the bottom. Dragging baits through
the timber was likely to result in hang-ups
and break-offs. Muse explained that we
would be suspending baits up off the bottom
and drawing the catfish out to our offerings
of bloody skipjack heads and chunks.
Our terminal tackle was a basic Carolina
rig. Muse slides a 2-ounce egg sinker up the
mainline and adds a barrel swivel below it

Muse is shown here with Don Dalton
when they won the Monsters on the Ohio
tournament in 2015. Not shown is Mr. John
Stephens the third partner.
with a 2-foot leader. He finishes the rig with a
7/0 Daiichi Circle Hook. If he wants to target
smaller fish too, he will add a second hook,
a 5/0 Daiichi Circle Hook, about 4 inches
under the 7/0. He always snells his hooks to
add a trigger effect to the hook set.
Although the giant fish did not cooperate
as Muse had planned, we had a great day on
Wilson Lake. We caught several fish including
a 20 pounder that was my personal best at
the time. I was hooked. That experience with
a professional catfisherman sealed the deal
for me and I began to follow the catfishing
community and write about them.
My content found in CatfishNow and other
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outlets is a result of that first encounter with
a trophy catman, a quality boat, and the
many friends that have been made since. I
found a new vocation that I hope to use in
support of the sport.
I will end by thanking all those anglers,
spouses, and friends that have willingly
shared their knowledge of catfishing to the
betterment of the sport.
Fish with Passion

- Ron Presley
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by Ron Presley

G

Why You and Your Kids Need to go Catfishing

iven all the great reasons to go
fishing, one of the best is that it
is among the best ways to spend
time with family and friends. In the catfish
community there are a lot of examples of
family fishing experiences, but there could
always be more. In fact, the future of the
sport likely depends on increased family
(and friends) participation. We should all
do our part to promote and encourage
new catfish angers to visit our rivers and
lakes and give catfishing try.
Liz Ogilvie, Vice President and Chief
Marketing Officer for the American
Sportfishing Association (ASA) answered
the question, “Why go fishing?,” in an
introductory letter to the ASA Media
Guide.
“Because it’s fun, rewarding, healthy
and creates long-lasting memories,” she
said.
Ogilvie went on to explain that fishing
can be relaxing and at the same time
exciting and anyone can do it.
“It can be relaxing, or fueled with
adrenaline,” said Ogilvie. “You can fish in
fresh or saltwater. You can do it from a
boat, from the shoreline, from a dock or
wading in the water. It doesn’t matter how
young or old you are, if you’re a man or a
woman, a boy or a girl, if you’re right- or
left-handed, or if you’re big and strong or
petite. Fishing is easy, inexpensive and

can be done close to home. A ‘fishing
hole’ of some sort is accessible to all
Americans, regardless of location, income
or age.”
Steve Henderson, president of SeaArk
Boats, recently pointed to the research of
Dr. Wallace J. Nichols, as evidence of the
benefits of enjoying the water.
Nichols is the author of Blue Mind. His
subtitle is, “The surprising science that
shows how being near, in, on, or under
water can make you happier, healthier,
more connected, and better at what you
do.”

“…why wouldn’t we want our kids
to grow up experiencing fishing...”
A marine biologist by trade, Nichols’
book presents scientific evidence that
being close to bodies of water promotes
mental health and happiness.
The statement makes me think of an
often heard expression, “It doesn’t matter
if I catch any fish or not, just being here
is worth it.” Is that true for you? Is fishing
and being near the water a natural way to
rest, relax, and recharge?
In an interview with USA Today, Nichols
explained the concept of “Blue Mind” [as
describing] the mildly meditative state we
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fall into when near, in, on or under water.
It’s the antidote to what we refer to as
“red mind,” which is the anxious, overconnected and over-stimulated state that
defines the new normal of modern life.
Research has proven that spending time
near the water is essential to achieving
an elevated and sustained happiness.”
With evidence like this why wouldn’t
we want our kids to grow up experiencing
fishing and the opportunity to be near
water? It’s good for them in many ways that
reaches beyond the actual experience.
Most people probably know in their hearts
that those visits to the water are beneficial,
but todays culture pulls hard on our youth
to do other things.
The ASA Media Guide reported, “When
a household’s father fished one to three
days per year, the participation rate of sons

Learning habits like CPR can be part of a
family fishing excursion. Lessons passed
on from parents to kids will last a lifetime.
increased from 10% to 71%, and the rate
for daughters increased from 5% to 45%.
Participation on the part of the mother
resulted in even higher participation rates
of both sons and daughters than the same
level of activity on the part of the father.
If a mother fished one to three days per
year, 70% of daughters and 85% of sons
participated.”
This finding is strong evidence of the
power of parental guidence in youth
fishing experiences. So, let’s not just
take our fishing trips for granted—let’s
plan some of them with our youth in
mind. Involve them in planning the trip,
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preparing the equipment, and choosing
the bait. Youngsters have a naturally
inquisitive mind and they learn quickly if
given the chance.
Fishing stimulates young minds in the
best possible ways. It encourages them
to engage in nature instead of video
screens. And
scientific evidence like
Nichol’s suggests that fishing (being near
the water) helps develop minds that can
better cope with the fast-paced life of our
modern world.

Scientific
evidence
suggests
that
experiencing nature and being around the
water has benefits that go much beyond
the activity of fishing. It adds to a happy
existence.

“Many men go fishing all of their lives
without knowing that it is not fish they are
after.” ~ Henry David Thoreau
- Ron Presley
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Corrections or additions contact us at catfishnow.com

CLUB

Link

ALABAMA CATFISH SERIES
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
BASS PRO CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
CATFISH CONFERENCE
CATFISH NATION OUTDOORS
CATFISH MAFIA
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS
CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACK CATFISHING
CHICK FIGHT
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOCIATION
FISHIN BLUES
FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2
GET-N-HOOKED
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
ICATS
INDIANA CATFISH
J.K.V. CATFISHING TOURNAMENT TRAIL
KANAWHA RIVER CATFISH CLUB
KERR LAKE MADKATTERS
M&J CATFISH WAR
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI RIVER MONSTERS
MONSTERS ON THE OHIO
OHIO VALLEY CATFISHING
OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
SCHEELS BOUNDRY BATTLE CATFISH TOURNAMENT
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA MO RIVER CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHWEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
TNT CATFISHING
TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB
TRI STATE KATS
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
TUG-N-JUGS
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS

FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
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(Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.)
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT

14th
14th
14th
14th
14 - 15
21st
21st
21st
21st
21st
21st
21st
21st
21st
21 - 22
22nd
27 - 28
28th
28th
28th
28 - 29
5th
5th
5th
5-6
12th
12th
12th
12th
12th
12th
12th
12th
13th

ALABAMA CATFISH SERIES
FLATHEAD BLUES
M&J CATFISH WAR
TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATFISH
CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOCIATION
INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
KERR LAKE MADDKATTERS
MISSISSIPPI RIVER MONSTERS
OHIO VALLEY TOURNAMENT SERIES
SOUTH WEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
CATFISH MAFIA TOURNAMENT SERIES
SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA MISSOURI RIVER
CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
JKV CATFISHING TOURNAMENT TRAIL SerIES
OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS
INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACK CATFISHING
FLATHEAD BLUES
M&J CATFISH WAR
MONSTERS ON THE OHIO
OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB
TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS
OHIO VALLEY TOURNAMENT SERIES

MT VERNON STATE LANDING
HOOVER RESERVOIR
GORDON BOAT RAMP
WHEELER
FRANKLIN ISLAND
TENNESSEE/CUMBERLAND
MISSOURI RIVER
ASHLAND CITY TN
WILLIAMS DAM
KERR LAKE
MISSISSIPPI RIVER
OHIOVILLE BOROUGH BOAT RAMP
SCHMIDT BOAT RAMP
PEKIN
SUSQUEHANNA RIVER/
MAKE-UP DAY
OHIO RIVER
JOE WHEELER STATE PARK
LEAVENWORTH
HOPEWELL MARINA
MIRACLE MARINE
SPRINGFIELD SD PUBLIC RAMP
LAKE WATEREE
NEW MADRID
RACCOON LAKE
KAW POINT 3
HATCHUBBEE
HOOVER RESERVOIR
GORDON BOAT RAMP
OHIO RIVER
HOPEWELL MARINA
GUNTERSVILLE
MUD ISLAND
POWHATAN POINT MARINA
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NIGHT
CLUB
CLUB/NIGHT
CLUB
CLUB/NIGHT
TRAIL
SERIES
CLUB
POINTS 8 DAY
NIGHT
EVENT
SERIES
CLUB
NIGHT
2ND ANNUAL IRON MAN
SUPER
TRAIL
5th Annual Bruce Midkiff Mem.
CLUB
BORDER WARS
SPRINGFIELD DAY
TRAIL
CLUB
POINTS 9 DAY/CLASSIC
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB/NIGHT
EVENT TOURNAMENT
CLUB
CLUB
CLASSIC
CHAMPIONSHIP

Tournament Results
CATFISH MAFIA TOURNAMENT SERIES

AUGUST 17th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

GOLDSBORO

Randy Shoemaker
C J Markley
Marshall Rickard
Andrew Lentz
Mike Killian

70
45
38.6
38
28

BIG FISH
1. Andrew Lentz

24

CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOC.

AUGUST 17th

DYERS CREEK

1. Tony Fuller/Neville Watkins
2. Joseph Clark/Wortman

88
54.15

BIG FISH
1. Russ Bradley/Jeff Rubble

41.4

MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL

AUGUST 17th

ST JOE RIVER

1. Rusty Eastman/John Frost
2. Lloyd Tanner/Rob Jancaric
3. Doug Wilkinson/Travis Brimall
4. Kenny Back/Sean Leaply/Matt Lundell
5. Brian Ammesom/Chad Hoffman/Darren Wilson

83.8
43.2
28.6
18.8
11.4

BIG FISH
1. Rusty Eastman/John Frost

48.3

TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS

AUGUST 17th

CAPE GIRARDEAU

1. Jason Jackson/Frank Kasti
2. Doug Vaughan/Don Vaughan
3. John Spatafora/Brad Shoemake/Craig
Shoemake
4. Hunter Jones/TJ Shands/Terry Shands
5. Tom Petrowski/Henry Naefus/Jack
Petrowski

114.58
105.45
103.74
94.42
88.29

BIG FISH
1. Doug Vaughan/Don Vaughan

76.27
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CENTRAL MISSOURI CATFISH

AUGUST 18th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

NOREN RIVER ACCESS

Gary Taylor/John Blare
Clint Grsling/Jeannie Douglas
Danny Higgins/Josh Goffey
Kyle Leslie/JD Lesier
Wayne Stevens/Marty Darrah

118.05
72.02
68.13
37
29.13

BIG FISH
1. Gary Taylor/John Blare

46.05

BASS PRO/CABELA’S KING KAT

AUGUST 23rd - 24th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

OHIO RIVER

Carl Morris Jr/Rob Parsons
Jeff Dodd/Roy Harkness
Dale Kerns/Matthew Kerns
Adam Dehner/Michael Brock
Donnie Fountain/Ray Ferguson

221.84
221.48
195.64
188.7
174.2

BIG FISH
1. Carl Morris Jr/Rob Parsons

73.32

INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION

AUGUST 24th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

HOVEY/OHIO RIVER

Casey Tutorow/Andrew Hahn
James Knepp/Delmar Waggler
Jon Land/Dan Fields
Kevin Yoder/Kevin/Nathan
Terry Holding/MJ Wood/Andy Williams

118.7
99
96.9
74.7
71

BIG FISH
1. Casey Tutorow/Andrew Hahn

67
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CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES

AUGUST 24th - 25th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

CALAMUS RESERVOIR

Parks/Fischer
Dillan/Torres
Smith/Kennedy
Jura/Freeman
Brown/Mayes

206.65
202.15
184.55
163.75
161.25

BIG FISH
1. Dillan/Torres

28.65

FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2

AUGUST 25th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

HOOVER RESERVOIR

Zachariah Stelting/Shawn Dauphin
Joe Hatfield/Kyle Gibney
Ron Hughes/Don Hughes
Shane Henderson/Amanda Johnson
Jerry Hite/Mike Anderson

49.6
33.8
31.2
21.8
19.6

BIG FISH
1. Zachariah Stelting/Shawn Dauphin

25.8

CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL

AUGUST 31st

LAKE BELTON

1. David Lopez/Jonathan Watts
2. Jason Cummings/Roy Ewing
3. Greg Callaway/Dillon Callaway/James
Heffington
4. Jerry Dillard/John Dillard
5. Clint clover/Don Clover

67.28
56.07
52.83
40.13
35.16

BIG FISH
1. Greg Callaway/Dillon Callaway/James
Heffington

AUGUST 31st
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

30.82

OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB
HOPEWELL MARINA

Chuck Jarvis/Jason Pope
William Pitts/Megan Pillow
Howard Staton/Chris Krammes
Scott Wilson/Landon Williams
Ryan Smiley/Leo Smiley

115.1
110.83
100.82
93.81
80.91

BIG FISH
1. Chuck Jarvis/Jason Pope

72.77
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REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING

AUGUST 31st

WARSAW

1. Team Hite
2. Ronnie Abbott Jr/Ronnie Abbott Sr/
Melissa Abbott/Lisa DeWitt
3. Andy Mefford/Andy Meadows

60
42.5
42

BIG FISH
1. Team Hite

SEPTEMBER 6th - 7th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

40.5

KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
ILLINOIS RIVER

Ken Luttrell/Brian Espy
Nathan McClain/Jason Kastner
Adam Hart/Cliff Miller
Mark Farrow/Joe Ludtke
Pete Moreland/Mike Flaherty

102.62
81.98
79.94
75.94
74.6

BIG FISH
1. Ken Luttrell/Brian Espy

SEPTEMBER 7th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

34.68

CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
MELVERN LAKE

McCarter/Smith/Smith
Wolf/Wolf
Young/Young/Young
Studebaker/Melendy
Simmer/Phillips

32.75
21.55
21.1
20.8
16.65

BIG FISH
1. McCarter/Smith/Smith

20.55
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Tight lines until
next time.
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