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Front Cover:
Chris Gross holds a
35.92-pound flathead, just
before release. The big
flattie came in a Cabela’s
King Kat Tournament on
Santee Cooper.

Catfish Connections
Welcome everyone to the March edition
of CatfishNow (CFN) digital magazine and social
media platform. We are extremely pleased to bring
you our monthly collection of catfish related content
and we hope you will share it with your friends,
relatives and other catfish enthusiasts.
February has been a busy month. I started
off in South Carolina at Cabela’s King Kat tournament on Santee Cooper.
The first day leaders, James Saxon and Richard Wimmer. weighed in a
5-fish bag of 131.24 pounds. Shane Queen and Blake Williams pulled out
the win on day-two with a 10-fish bag of 209.88 pounds. If you have never
fished Santee Cooper, you need to put it on your bucket list. It is definitely a
big fish lake.
I travelled from SC to Chattanooga, TN to fish my first time on
Chickamauga Lake. I was hosted by B’n’M Poles pro staffer Ty Konkle. The
May issue of CFN will have a story on that trip with plenty of tips on how you
can catch some goodins’ on the “Chick.”
From Chattanooga I made my way to Muscle Shoals, AL to spend
a day on the water with Larry Muse and Kevin Breedlove. Larry is always
eager to share his catfish knowledge. Look for the story in a future edition of
CatfishNow.
My next stop was Catfish Conference, 2017 in Louisville, KY.
Monster Rod Holders, Jeff Jones Marine and Business House hosted what
has become one of the most anticipated events in the catfish community.
See the River Rumors column in this issue for sights and scenes from the
conference.
One final stop in Alabama, on my way home to Florida, found me
on the boat again with Kevin Breedlove and his sidekick Robert Scott. We
did not find the monster cat we were looking for, but anytime I get a chance
to fish Wilson I will take it. It is another bucket list lake, and the location of my
personal best.
Every stop on my itinerary showed proof positive that the sport of
catfishing is growing by leaps and bounds. Eager anglers are seeking new
information on catching more fish and willing manufacturers are providing
new and better equipment for them to use.
Also, the growing trend of CPR is evident. CatfishNow joins the
growing throng of catfish anglers that choose to resuscitate and release the
trophycats.CPRissomethinganyanglercandotohelpcontributetoatrophy
catfish population. Help is needed from regulatory agencies, but individuals
can do their part through CPR and educating others on the benefits.
I end on a sad note as I remember the loss of a very good friend.
The fishing industry lost a champion of the sport. TJ Stallings was a friend
to many. His knowledge of the fishing industry was unsurpassed and his
willingness to help anyone was always present. In my experience with TJ
he was always happy and always joking. A visit with TJ would always make
your day better. Rest in peace my friend.
Fish with passion,
Ron Presley, Editor

Early Season Flatheads
by Ron Presley

Do you know when and where to look?

M
att “CatMatt” Jones is known for
enthusiasm for the sport of flathead

his
catfishing. He has a particular penchant for
flatheads and has spent years as a student
of the whiskered critter. “Flatheads are my
passion,” revealed Jones. “My friends call
me ‘Flathead Freak’ and my boat is known as
the ‘Flathead Battleship’. I spend countless
hours scouting, researching and hunting
flatheads on the Rock River.”
Those lessons learned by CatMatt on
the Rock River are applicable to fishing early

season flatheads on other rivers too. “The
biggest change in flathead fishing has been
changing the mindset that you had to fish at
night,” offered CatMatt. “It’s just not true.”
The growing popularity of tournament
catfishing and the success of daytime anglers
have helped quell that long held myth about
flathead catfishing. There are still plenty of
flathead anglers that prefer to chase flatties
at night, but more anglers understand that it
is not an absolute necessity.
Jones is now fishing from “Flathead
Battleship, VII.” The name he chose for his

Warmer water allows the use of
larger and live baits. The result
could be a nice flattie like this.
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boat is indicative of his passion for chasing
flatheads. The first Battleship was christened CatMatt wants to change the mindset that
in 2003. Technology and equipment has
you have to fish at night for flatheads.
witnessed many changes over those years,
but Catmatt says techniques for catching
early season flatheads has not changed that
“In the southern parts of the country
much. The secret is in knowing when and flatheads can be caught all year round,
where to look.
because water temperatures run more than
45 degrees almost all year. In the northern
parts of the country water temps vary from
30 to 40 degrees for months at a time and
“…most of the time the bait is
leave the flatheads sluggish at times,” said
inhaled and the flathead never
CatMatt. “I divide the year of a flathead into
moved!”
2 categories by region. In the north it is ‘Can
Catch and Can’t Catch’. In the south, its
simply ‘Catch,’ because it’s year-round.
Transition periods, when flatheads are
“For early season flatties it is more
coming out of their lethargic cold weather important, no, I will say imperative, to keep
mood, vary region by region. “In the South, up with water temperatures and know how to
flatheads do not vary their location as much adjust to the changes,” emphasized CatMatt.
as they do in the north,” informed CatMatt.
Flatheads, just like many other fish, get
“Southern waters are characterized by lethargic in the cold weather months. They
warmer water temps and longer periods of stay in that mood until temperatures rise.
steady water temps. In the North temps vary “Flathead typically winter in holes with cover
greatly from summer to winter causing long or a sharp drop,” continued Catmatt. “They
periods of inactivity.”
are preferring areas of reduced current flow.
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Following periods of inactivity flatheads will
move and feed. They start to move around
when the water temps rise into the 50’s.”
Once the flatties begin to move,
CatMatt has specific target areas to fish and
local knowledge can be beneficial. “Deep
water ledges serve as travel routes when
the fish are on the move,” said CatMatt. “In
some waters 10 foot is deep, while in others
it may be 40, 50 or deeper. Submerged rocks
and wood serve as resting stops and provide
other early season target areas.”
“I start my day checking water level,
flow and temperature,” revealed CatMatt. “I
also want to know the wind direction. Wind
tells me which section of river, or which river
to fish. The wind can make fishing super
tough, especially since boat position and bait
placement are so critical.”
“On a super windy day, for example,
with a south wind, I may opt to fish areas with
lots of east to west flowing areas,” suggested
CatMatt. “I would target areas with high
banks or areas lined with trees that provide a
wind break. Finding suitable areas allows me
to be much more accurate with boat control
and bait presentation.”
Once an early season spot is
determined, the decision process turns to
bait choices. Fishing early in the season
calls for small baits, progressing to larger
baits as water temperatures rise. “Fast
rising temperatures allow you to use bigger
baits sooner,” instructed CatMatt. “Water
temperatures, steady in the 50s, calls for
small baits, whether live or cut. Once water
temps reach 60 degrees and more, you can
increase the size of baits, whether they are
cut or live.”
“Most anglers believe that flatheads
prefer live bait,” commented CatMatt. “I like
it alive also, but cut bait works great too,
especially in cool water periods.”
CatMatt varies his rigging in different
fishing scenarios. One early season method
he uses is drop shotting. “If I am drop shotting
I will pull right up on exposed cover. My hook
of choice is a 7/0 Matzuo Sickle hook. I use
no leader and only enough weight to keep
the bait somewhat under control. The weight

The colder the water, the smaller the
bait. Even for the big girls.
on my drop shot rig helps me guide live baits
down through would-be snags. I can’t afford
to lose contact with the bait, because most of
the time the bait is inhaled and the flathead
never moved!”
“If I am on submerged cover I add a 6to 10-inch mono leader,” explained CatMatt.
“I use mono simply because I like the stretch.
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Hook setting in tight quarters calls for some
give, that’s why I love a strong abrasive
resistant mono like Cajun Red in the 30- to
50-pound range. I want the bait to move and
struggle. It results in more snags, but also
more fish.”
CatMatt also likes to target holes with
drop offs that are so substantial the flow of
the river is reduced. “If there is no cover in
those deep holes I like the bait to move freely
and attract attention,” clarified CatMatt. “In
this application, I add a longer 3- to 4-foot
Cajun Red mono leader appropriate to the
size of fish I expect to catch.”
Early season fishing can sometimes be
associated with flood waters on the rivers.
“High water can make things tough,” warned
CatMatt. “Unless your fishing in a river system
with a super high population of fish it can be
a long day. One productive presentation for
me has been to jig baits on flooded cover,
like flooded root systems.”
Just like flood waters can make it tough,
lower and slower water can make it good.
“One thing for sure,” concluded CatMatt,
“lower and slower is ALWAYS better for early
season flatheads.”

Lower and slower water is always better
for early season flatheads.

IF YOU’RE NOT USING DRIFTMASTER...
GOOD LUCK!

MADE IN USA
.COM

ROD HOLDERS &
TROLLING SYSTEMS
BLACK RIVER TOOLS, INC.

- Ron Presley
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CATFISH SPEAK

Pig, hawgs, tank, stud, fat girl,
monster:Terms that catfish anglers use to
identify a really big fish. A rule of thumb is
50 pounds or larger, but let’s face it folks. A
30-pound fish is a goodin’. You have to adjust
downward for channel cats too.
Lyle Stokes (Catfish
Weekly, Blackhorse
Custom Rods)

CatfishSpeak - The Language of Catfishing
Like any other sport, catfishing has a verbiage of its own. From
catfish slang to useful phrases, catfish anglers communicate in a
special language. CatfishNow plans to keep you up to date with this
angler blending of the English language and catfish jargon that we will
call CatfishSpeak. Send us your favorite.
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Catfish Basics #011

Catch-Measure-Release
John Behiter Sr

St. Charles, Mo catfish angler
John Behiter Sr. has a penchant for
conservation. When those cats are
too big to hold vertically on a scale
he uses a simple mathematical
formula to calculate the weight. The
result is not only an accurate weight
in pounds, it is easy on the fish.
“If he or she is too big to hold
up on a scale this method will work,”
said Behiter. “I’ve checked this
formula against a digital scale and
it’s right on.
“Use a cloth tape measure
to record the girth and length,”
instructed Behiter. “The formula is ((girth x girth) x length) divided by 800. Then
release the fish unharmed to fight another day!”
Pictured is a 55.7-pound blue that Behiter used the formula on. The
difference between his formula calculated weight and a digital scale was only
ounces.
The use of catch-photo-measure-release is a conservation action that any
angler can practice and the measure method of estimating a weight is easy on
the fish. CPR, it’s for the future.
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By Brad Durick

Finding and catching trophy channel cats

U
nless you are in the north they
seem to be the black sheep of catfish. In

are dominated by these monsters. The
definition of a trophy channel catfish is
different in in different bodies of water
the grand scheme of catfish, the channel and parts of the country. One thing that
cat is the distant third cousin of greatness is constant with channel catfish - they will

to most anglers. Sure, they are great
table fare and they account for most of
the catfish caught in the United States.
As far as fight goes, a large angry river
channel cat can fight pound for pound
as good as any other fish on the planet,
especially on lighter gear.
To be fair, there are many places
that simply do not hold as many huge
channel cats, while there are others that

This angler found a trophy channel catfish by
fishing small holes, off the beaten path.
act the same no matter where you are.
Famous channel cat fisheries such
as the Red River of the North or Lake
Mendota in Wisconsin, have the market
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cornered on landing huge channel
catfish. Channels topping the scales at
twenty-plus pounds are fairly common. In
the case of the Red River, this amazing
average size is due to the foresight of the
states of North Dakota and Minnesota as
well as Manitoba, Canada. They put tight
protections of trophy catfish back in the
1990s.
It should be noted that twelve pounds
is considered a trophy channel catfish
by the North Dakota Game and Fish
Department. This is because, in the rest
of the state (other than the Red River) a
twelve pound or approximately thirty-inch
channel cat is a true trophy. Meanwhile
on the Red River (border of North Dakota
and Minnesota) many anglers throwback
twelve pounders without a second look
while shooting for an eighteen to twenty
pounder or bigger.

“…bigger and badder catfish
will get the best places to rest,
feed and live…”
Real Estate Battle
Because channels don’t get the best
places to live and eat they may not have
the feeding and growing ability of the
other fish. This real estate battle plays a
bigger role producing big fish than many
give it credit for.
When you get down to business as to
why many waters don’t hold large numbers
of large channel cats it comes down to the
real estate battle. Most waters in the south
and east have blues and flatheads. They
grow big and eat a lot, hence they win the
real estate battle out of sheer size, and in

Shallow water can be the ticket to finding and
catching trophy channel catfish.
the case of flatheads, aggressiveness.
Like with a big family, the catfish
world has a pecking order of supremacy.
The bigger and badder catfish will get the
best places to rest, feed and live their
lives. Generally, the channel cats are the
smaller fish in the system, so they get
what is left over. They have to fend for
themselves and adapt to the conditions
they face while trying to survive.
Going back to the Red River, there
are no blues or flatheads in the system
leaving the channel cat as the apex
predator. They get the best of everything
to help them grow and survive. They get
to spawn in the best holes and they get to
feed in the best ambush places.
Metabolic Lifespan
This is not proven yet, but it is known
that catfish, more than many others, have
metabolic requirements that require them
have to eat much more in warmer climates.
Think about this for a moment, a northern
channel cat eats virtually nothing during
the winter months allowing its metabolism
to use almost no energy. Catfish in the
southern states don’t get that break.
They have to expend much more energy
to keep up with the food requirements to
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maintain stature and grow. By the time
these fish reach ten to twelve pounds
they are almost out of lifespan.
There are also many other factors
that play into making trophy channel cats,
but they are for another read. Humans,
water quality, limits and protectionary
measures also play a role in producing
trophy channel cats.
Catching Trophy Channel Cats
So how does one go about targeting
trophy channel cats? In a river system
with no other catfish you would follow the
current seams, fish the heads of holes and
the outside edges of snags with current
washing off them.
Time of year and current weather
conditions dictate which of those areas
would produce fish the best. Channel
catfish are ferocious feeders when they
want to be. Trophy channel cats, when
the time is right rest, eat and repeat,
usually not venturing very far from where
they are actually feeding. They are also
very opportunistic feeders. Even if they
are not actively feeding, if someone were
to put a good easy meal in front of them,
the chances are they would take it just for
the sake of it being easy.
In places where other catfish live
these locations are more of a crap shoot
for trophy channel cats. The upside to this

Captain Brad Durick is a
nationally recognized catfish
guide on the Red River of the
North, seminar speaker, and
author of the books Cracking
the Channel Catfish Code and
Advanced Catfishing Made
Easy. For more information go
to www.redrivercatfish.com
is that you can usually catch a flathead
from the wood piles or a blue from the
current seams.
As stated earlier, there is a real estate
battle going on. The smaller channel cats
will be in the smaller holes and along
the banks hoping not to be eaten. As
they grow and start winning some real
estate battles, to get into better feeding
and resting areas, they will be able to
grow much faster. The areas to look for
them will also change to more aggressive
current or feeding areas.
Today’s electronics make finding
this structure much easier than it was
even ten years ago. Nowadays there are
maps available to show us the structure.
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If our water does not have a map we can
simply make one. Side image technology
can be used to locate structure and even
identify which fish to target.
Catching trophy channel cats in
lakes is a different animal all together.
This is where slow trolling or drifting
comes into play. You have to utilize your
electronics and trolling motors more to
stay in the zone. Daris McKinnon, from
Colorado, says, “A slow troll or drift along
structure is the key to catching the big
channels. If you can find shallow weed
edges, even better, as these catfish will
use these weeds as ambush points along
the structure to attack.”

There are no blues or flatheads in the
Red River system. That gives anglers the
opportunity to catch channels like this.

Not only are small, shallow holes
good, but so is shallow structure near the
bank. This theory goes against just about
everything written, but catfish will go and
stay shallow if the food and cover is there.
These spots are good just about any time
of day and any time of year.
Catching trophy channel cats
depends on the waters you fish and the
population density of other catfish, but
the big channels are there. Baits and
techniques may differ from place to place,
Going Shallow
Many people think the deepest, most but if you can break the code it is tough to
expansive holes are the best places to beat a hard-fighting channel cat.
find catfish. While this may be true some
days, they are also the first places to
get fished out because everybody knows
about them and they can be found easily.
- Brad Durick
In my experience, the best holes are the
smaller less traveled ones.
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By Ron Presley

Addicted and loving it.

T
im “Doc” Lange has been addicted
to fishing for 56 years. He is a very humble

fished with rod and reel and that’s how he
taught me to read river seams. He always
knew where those catfish were located. He
man that is willing to teach anybody, loved to fish for catfish and he passed that
anything he knows. Likewise, he is always on to me.”
willing and able to learn from others.
The Springfield, OH resident is a
“…you are gonna’ have bad
self-described “maniac” when it comes to
catfishing. “I love being on the water and I
days. You have to deal with
love being on my boat,” declared Lange. “I
them…”
love watching rods get doubled over. I enjoy
fishing for catfish and stripers, but mainly
catfish - any species of catfish. I also like
fishing for skipjacks. If they are biting, I’ll Conservation Philosophy
“Even back then we practiced
fish all day long for those guys.”
conservation,”
mentioned Lange. “I can’t
His introduction to catfishing was a
two-way street in terms of who benefited say CPR, because nobody took pictures
most. “I was a young lad of eight years old back then. Grandpa believed in living off
when I started fishing with my Grandpa the land, so we only took what we needed
Galey,” recalled Lange. “He had a place on to eat. Once we got our limit we stopped.
the Great Miami River in Degraff, OH. If I We never kept any fish bigger than ten
wasn’t in school I was on the river with him. pounds.”
“Today I honor the practice of CPR
At first, I was proud that he took me with
and
do
not keep any fish at all. I preach
him. Then, I realized that he needed my
strong, young arms to row the boat upriver.” CPR, but if someone wants to keep some
“Grandpa was a mountain of a man,” fish for eating it’s not a problem. I might
continued Lange. “It took me a while to say something to them if I see they are
figure out why he really enjoyed having me keeping a fish over 10 pounds, but it is their
on the boat with him. I rowed that boat for choice and they don’t have to agree with
several years and I never tired of it. He was my opinion.”
Lange gives a high level of attention
a gentle giant in my eyes, who had a passion
to
conserving
bait as well. “I try to never
for catching catfish. It was a glorious day
when he bought a gas engine for the boat. take more bait than I really need. Bait can
That event really opened things up as we sometimes be hard to get and I would rather
leave some for the next guy.”
ran limb lines for catfish.”
Lange extends his conservation
Lange’s early fishing was often an
overnight experience. “We would go out efforts beyond the harvesting of fish. “I
just at dark,” explained Lange. “We set our have always believed in keeping things
lines and then return early the next morning clean,” explained Lange. “I never put trash
to run them. During the daytime hours we or anything in the water or on land. In fact,
I get real upset when I go skipjack fishing
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and see the banks covered with trash and
fishing line where people just toss stuff
down, I always have a trash bag with me
and I always pick up the area around me
before leaving,”

Lange is shown here at the Mississippi
River Monsters Tournament in Memphis.
He recently presented a seminar at Catfish
Conference 2017.

Best and Worst Days Fishing
Many anglers remember their best
and worst days of fishing. Either can be
the motivation that makes them return in
the future. Those best days they want to
repeat, and the worse are a challenge to do
better. Lange recalls both of his with great
precision.
“My best day ever was fishing with
Lynn (his wife) in a DuraCats tournament
out of Mount Vernon, IN,” began Lange.
“The river was very high, almost out of the
banks. It took 8 ounces of lead to keep a
large skipjack head down. We were just
about ready to leave when Lynn said, “Give
it 5 more minutes.’ I barely got set back in
my chair when the rod in front of me took a
slow takedown and never stopped. It was a

50-pound flathead.”
“I am a run-and-gun angler, so we ran
from spot to spot,” said Lange. By the end
of the day Team Lange had accumulated
179.3 pounds of catfish in the livewell to
win the tournament and big fish honors.
“Ironically, Lynn was fishing with the
same bait as I was,” recalled Lange. “She
never had a bite all day long. She netted
all our fish from all my rods, but I certainly
learned to trust her intuition that day. I also
learned that you can catch flatheads in high
current situations and certain times of the
year cut bait will outproduce live bait.”
His worse day carried lessons too,
with events that added insult to injury. “My
worst day fishing was at Monsters on the
Ohio, 2016,” recalled Lange. “I was fishing
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with Lyle and Cindy Stokes. Lyle had found
good fish the day before, several groups
of them. On tournament day they all had
lockjaw. It didn’t matter what we threw at
them, they didn’t want to bite. The whole
day was like that. No matter what we did it
was wrong.”
“Lyle had a huge takedown in 35 foot
of water,” declared Lange. “The fish was
pulling lots of drag. I grabbed the net when a
4-foot gar appeared behind the boat. It was
total disappointment, but a beautiful fish
and one of the largest gar I have ever seen
on the Ohio River. To make matters worse
he lashed out at me as I went to remove the
hook and I dropped a Leatherman Multi-tool
that I have carried for years. He also left a
nice 2-inch scar in my right hand.”
“We never caught any fish to take
to the scales. It was the first time I had
been skunked at Monsters on the Ohio
tournament. We had a great time and still
talk about that trip to this day, but it was
one of the most frustrating days I have ever

Channel catfish are one of Lange’s favorite
species. He targets them twice or more a
week. This one was caught on Rocky Fork
Lake, Hillsboro Ohio.
had on the water.”
“The lesson from that day is never
give up. Keep going full bore, because you
are gonna’ have bad days. You have to deal
with them and if the fish aren’t going to bite
you certainly can’t make them.”
Fishing with Kids
Doc’s passion for teaching others
about the sport extends to teaching kids.
“You have to be patient with them,” observed
Lange. “And, you must be able to get them
on a ton of fish to keep their attention. Put
them on fish and you won’t have bored kids
on your hands. If they are, then they won’t
enjoy the time with you.”
“Before I fish with my grandkids, we
always have a safety talk before we get on
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the boat. It’s a routine of mine. I let them
help me with getting things ready and I let
them reel in the fish. Now, as they have
gotten older, they all are learning to net and
hold the fish, and remove the hooks. It’s a
progression and kids learn fast.”
Final Thoughts
As a tournament fisherman, Doc
Lange has a lot of catfish history behind
him and plenty of catfishing days ahead.
His website, (www.hookedoncatfish.com)
has been on the internet for nearly 20
years. He was a pioneer in sharing catfish
information with others through the articles
and other information he posted online as
he grew along with the sport of catfishing.
Doc hopes to be remembered as
a wonderful husband, grandfather and
someone who cares for the land, the water
and all of the gifts that God has bestowed

on him.
“I wish I could have met my wife Lynn a
lot sooner,” remarked Lange. “We have
shared so many great times together, both
on and off the water. I don’t like getting old,
because I want to develop and share more
memories, and the clock is ticking.”
Catfishing is a total release for Lange.
“When I fish, I tune the entire world out,”
concluded Lange. “It’s one of the most
stress relieving activities I know. I really
get relaxed when I’m on a boat, where I
just want to catch fish. I have done it my
entire life and it just comes naturally to me.
As long as my health holds up, and I can
safely get in and out of a boat, I figure I’ll
be on the water. It is my happy place.”
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Trophy Catfish for the Future

by Ron Presley

RESUSCITATE!

“
W
anna’ know why I CPR?”
That was the question posed by
Kenneth Williams
page. His answer
the point. “I met
w a t e r t o d a y. O n e
caught a catfish
The man was in

A healthy live well results in healthy
f ish at weigh - in and a suc c essf ul
CPR .

on his Facebook
was short and to
two guys on the
said he’d never why I CPR, to give guys like that a
over 14 pounds! chance!”
Williams believes that CPR
his 30s. That’s
supports his own dreams too.
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“ B a s i c a l l y, i f I k e e p a b i g f i s h , w h o ’ s d r e a m s d i d
I just kill? I am personally dreaming of catching
a flathead over 50 pounds and a blue over 80
pounds. I’ve been fishing my whole life, but just
in the past year have I been trying to catch my
dreams. The more educated and proactive the
public is on CPR, the better chance anyone has to
catch a trophy catfish.”
Williams is not alone in the quest to educated
fishermen and women on the importance of
Catch-Photo-Release (CPR) to the trophy cattish
population. More and more catfish anglers are
picking up the banner and promoting CPR as a
conservation effort that anyone can participate in.
All it takes is the right attitude about the bigger
fish.
To u r n a m e n t a n g l e r s h a v e a s l i g h t l y m o r e
difficult challenge in their CPR efforts. Many
tournament anglers have specialized livewells
that help care for the fish while they hold them
b e f o r e w e i g h - i n a n d i t ’ s g e t t i n g b e t t e r. T h e g o o d
news is, manufacturers that support the sport of
catfishing have responded to the call with more
products aimed at fish health.
One such innovation was on display at the
r e c e n t C a t f i s h C o n f e r e n c e i n L o u i s v i l l e , K Y. A
relatively new product called, the Survivor Live
We l l Wa t e r I n t a k e S y s t e m , i n s t a l l s e a s i l y o n a n y
boat and picks up fresh water and delivers it to
the livewell, through the water pump, as the boat
m o v e s t h r o u g h t h e w a t e r.
Robert J Idzikowski, Krusher Marine Products
L L C ( w w w. k r u s h e r m a r i n e . c o m ) , b r o u g h t t h e p r o d u c t
to Catfish Conference and found a very welcoming
audience. “The health of any fish, while in our
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possession, is completely on our
shoulders,” remarked Idzikowski.
“Since my early days as a fishing
guide and then a tournament
fisherman, conservation has always
been on top of my list.”
That priority has not changed
as he became a business owner
i n t h e i n d u s t r y. I t i s o b v i o u s i n
the company’s mission statement
that reads, “LIVE RELEASE. THE
FUTURE DEPENDS ON IT!”
“Ethics, morals and values
are what we at Krusher Marine
Products, LLC are all about,”
continued
Idzikowski.
“Always
have been, always will be. After
meeting a lot of catfish anglers, I
would like to thank the catfishing
community for showing how much
they truly care about the future of
the sport.”
His
product
provides
the

essence of what catfish (or any
other species) needs to survive.
“Our Survivor product will provide
more of what the fish requires, and
that is fresh, clean, oxygenated
w a t e r. P u r e a n d s i m p l e , ” c o n c l u d e d
Idzikowski. “As one of the visitors
to my booth said, ‘I have been
l o o k i n g f o r t h i s f o r e v e r. N o m o r e
empty livewell!’”
One early adopter of the
S u r v i v o r i s Ti m “ D o c ” L a n g e . H e
is a well-known tournament angler
a n d c o - h o s t , w i t h Ly l e S t o k e s , o n
C a t f i s h W e e k l y.
“The installation was very
e a s y, ”
explained
Lange.
“Just
removed the debris screen from
the pump intake, slide the Survivor
in place, adjust to the level from
the instructions and tighten the
hose clamp. That’s it.” (Idzikowski
explained that his product will fit
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any boat with the adapter that is
included in the kit.)
“When I tried the unit out it
pushed water into the back livewell
without the pump on,” offered
Lange. “I haven’t tried it with the
front well just yet. Some boats are
known for getting air locked on the
livewell pumps so this unit takes
t h a t a w a y. ”
“I have spray adjusters for my
livewell so I can regulate the amount
of water I put in there,” revealed
Lange. “If you are anchored down
on the river and have good current
it will push fresh water into the
tank. I was dragging baits at .5
mph and water was coming into the
tank.”
“Another
advantage
of

This diagram shows the simplic it y of
the Sur vivor as it pushes water to
the live well.
Survivor is that if you are moving,
or anchored down in current, the
water is always being replaced,”
said Lange. “That is great for the
fish. The survivor is cleaning out
any ammonia the fish may have
dumped. That is the number one
issue with keeping the fish in great
shape.”
The
mechanical
ability
of
survivor to put fresh water in the
livewell is an awesome approach to
fish health. It is also a well-known
fact, that chemical additives can
aid anglers in keeping their fish
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a l i v e a n d h e a l t h y.
Jody Harrison has a product,
d e v e l o p e d i n t h e b a s s i n d u s t r y,
that is now being used successfully
to improve catfish health in the
live well. He responded to his own
observations of too many dead fish
following tournaments. “We spent 5
years developing our Fishlife Live
We l l Tr e a t m e n t , ” r e p o r t e d H a r r i s o n .
“We gave it to anglers and received
feedback from folks who had no
reason not to be truthful.”
“During this time, we developed
another product based on feedback
from
the
anglers,”
continued
Harrison. “Report after report came
in telling us our products were
stopping the bleeding of tongue and

Chemic ally treated live wells c an
also improve f ish health.
gill hooked fish, which is normally
a death sentence. Further research
developed the Fishlife First Aid
Kit
Tr e a t m e n t ,
which
focuses
exclusively on blood stoppage.”
Late
in
2015,
Harrison
was
introduced
to
tournament
Catfishing. “I was amazed at the
size of many of these fish being
brought in. I also knew that in order
for these fish to reach this size
they were very old and needed to
b e t a k e n c a r e o f p r o p e r l y. I g a v e
our products to a couple of local
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catfishermen and had them start
testing the products on catfish and
the feedback was good.”
T h e F i s h l i f e L i v e W e l l Tr e a t m e n t
is specially formulated to treat and
add beneficial electrolytes to the
water that anglers have in their live
wells, giving the fish a healthier
environment, while waiting for
weigh-in.
“The treatment reduces the
stress the fish are under while in
the live well,” said Harrison. “It
also enhances the slime coat of the
fish, which is the primary barrier
against infection. It works as ‘first
aid treatment’ to any injuries or
bleeding the fish may have. The
product actually forms a protective
coating within the live well to
protect the fish’s slime coat from
abrasion commonly found during
transport.”
T h e F i s h l i f e F i r s t A i d Tr e a t m e n t
is a proprietary formula that is
used for helping reduce, and in
most cases stop, the bleeding of
fish due to being hooked by rod and
reel fishermen. “Simply pour this
product on the wound and place
back in the live well that is treated
w i t h F i s h l i f e L i v e We l l Tr e a t m e n t , ”
explained Harrison.

Harrison’s
entry
into
the
catfish industry has resulted in
other products especially for the
sport of catfishing. “In 2016 we also
launched the Fishlife Fin Clips, the
Fishlife Fizz Needles, and an all
in one package, the Fishlife Fish
Aid Kit,” reported Harrison. Those
products can be checked out at
h t t p : / / w w w. f i s h l i f e . n e t .
As more education on the
benefits of CPR brings more
anglers to participate, tools like
t h e S u r v i v o r L i v e We l l Wa t e r I n t a k e
System and Fishlife products will
aid anglers in preserving a trophy
c a t f i s h i n d u s t r y. R e g a r d l e s s o f t h e
tools available, in the end, CPR
depends on the individual anglers’
decisions to do what they can to
revive then and let the big ones go.
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Study your maps and have a game plan

C
atching trophy blue catfish
ranks among America’s ultimate

big-game
freshwater
fishing
adventures. Blue catfish are found
extensively in lakes and rivers
across the country and in many
places top-end sizes, are growing
e x p o n e n t i a l l y. T h e q u i c k p r o f i l e
on blue catfish is that they’re
eating machines, they grow fast,
are adaptable and to an extent
predictable.
But tactics targeting behemoth
blues differ from simply trying to
catch a cooler full of table fare
sized blues. Catfish experts have

By Terry Madewell

Tyler Schultze caught this trophy blue catfish
drift fishing with Zakk Royce on Lake Gaston,
NC in Jan. 2017. Royce was targeting an
underwater creek ledge
a well-defined game plan in their
quest for trophy blues.
One such angler is Zakk
Royce, a catfishing guide on Lake
Gaston in North Carolina. Royce is
qualified as a trophy catfish expert,
having set the North Carolina state
record twice, on consecutive days,
in December 2015.
Royce caught a huge catfish
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late one evening and he kept it alive
until the fish could be weighed and
certified the following morning.
That blue catfish pulled the scales
to 91 pounds, a new state record.
With help from his dad he returned
to Lake Gaston to release the
behemoth, and they decided to fish
a while.
L e s s t h a n 3 0 m i n u t e s l a t e r,
Royce hooked and boated a blue
catfish certified at 105 pounds.
“I called the fisheries guy with
the state and he turned around
and headed back before he’d
even made it to the office,” Royce
said. “Since that time, I’ve caught
another 100-pound blue. I believe
Lake Gaston has the potential for

Big Bait is not always needed for big blue
catfish, but presentation is crucial.
producing a new world record blue
catfish (currently 143 pounds) and
that’s every serous catfisherman’s
quest.”
The 26-year old Royce makes
his living targeting big blues with
great success. He said catching
big blues consistently is not based
on random luck.
“I’ve found with the right
approach, we can consistently
catch big blue catfish,” he said. “I
believe multiple factors intertwine
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Tackle for Trophy Blues
All catfish tackle and rigs
are not created equal when
targeting trophy blues and Zakk
Royce has specific tackle that
works for him on Lake Gaston.
“I’ve experimented with
a lot of tackle and have found
what works best for me,” he
said. “It’s a function of the
size of fish I’m after while
still enjoying the process of
catching catfish of all sizes.”
Royce begins with a 7 ½
foot Big Cat Fever mediumheavy action rod and 6500 ABU
reels loaded with 30-pound test
Berkeley Big Game line. He has
a 2 ½ foot leader of 60-pound
test of the same line. For large
baits, he prefers a 9/0 circle
hook and for smaller baits he’ll
use a 7/0 circle hook. Matching
the hook to the size of bait is
important.
He uses homemade drift
weights and prefers a twoounce weight on regular lines
and a one-ounce weight on his
planer board lines.
“This
combination
is
perfect and allows me to have
the power I need for huge fish,
but not overpower smaller fish,”
he said. “I use planer boards a
lot and these rigs work great
when pulling boards. I hook a
lot of my big catfish on planer
board rigs away from the boat.”
Royce has developed his own
line of planer boards and
inquires for those can be made
by phone.

Zaak Royce uses planer boards because
trophy-sized blues often bite better away
from the boat.
to be successful. I pay strict
attention to details.”
Royce (Blues Brothers Guide
Service
919-724-2474)
said
targeting big blues begins with
t i m e o n t h e w a t e r.
“If serious about catching a
big blue an angler must be fishing
as much as possible,” Royce
said. “It’s more than just having
b a i t s i n t h e w a t e r. T i m e o n t h e
water encompasses the process
of finding and keeping up with big
fish movements. Most big blues
move throughout the year in lakes
or rivers. If my production on large
fish slows, I move to find them. A
shift in location of big catfish is
often triggered by movement of
their preferred forage or current or
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Look for unusual underwater topographic
features when targeting big blue catfish, such
as channels, points, humps and junctions.
water condition changes.”
Royce said the next key
component is having the right bait.
“The right bait is a moving
target when considering trophy
blue catfish,” he said. “It’s crucial
to use the bait that big blue catfish
are already targeting in a specific
l a k e o r r i v e r. F o r L a k e G a s t o n ,
white perch and gizzard shad are
my two basic, year round ‘go-to’
baits because big blues are already
eating them. Seasonally other fish
species become a large component
of their diet so I use those. The
bottom line is to give them what
they’re already are eating. Even
then the daily preference may

change so I offer a variety of baits
u n t i l I h i t a p a t t e r n f o r t h a t d a y.
They are predictable eaters from a
generic standpoint, but sometimes
p i c k y. ”
Royce said to give trophy
blues bait options from the body of
water you’re fishing. Also, check
the regulations for the water you
fish in terms of any restrictions on
bait.

“Time on the water
encompasses
the
process of finding
and keeping up with
big fish movements.”
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Using the right equipment enables Zakk
Royce to handle big blues, but also enables
him to enjoy every fish caught.
Royce said presentation is crucial
to success. He primarily drifts for
blues and he prefers to use his
electric motor to keep the boat
exactly where he wants it.
“It’s imperative to keep the
speed right when drifting,” he
said. “If the speed is too fast, a
big blue may see the bait but the
presentation is wrong and he won’t
bite. Move too slow and you may not
cover enough territory to present
the bait to big fish. I generally
prefer the 0.4 to 0.6 miles per hour
speed for trophy blues, maybe a
l i t t l e f a s t e r d u r i n g h o t w e a t h e r. ”
Royce said anchor fishing
setups are good presentations

for big blues, but require more
patience. His preference is drifting
but both produce, drifting is simply
his personal preference.
Presentation also encompasses
bait size. He catches trophy blues
on huge baits as well as moderate
sized baits, some as small as 1.5
inches by 1.5 inches.
“I vary bait size daily searching
f o r t h e p a t t e r n o f t h e d a y, ” h e s a i d .
“Big blues won’t shy away from
huge baits, but sometimes smaller
baits trigger a bite so I use both.”
The final thought process
sounds like a real estate sales
guide, but location, location, and
location are crucial.
“ Yo u c a n h a v e t h e b e s t b a i t i n
the world but if you present wrong or
in the wrong place it’s no good,” he
s a i d . “ Yo u ’ v e g o t t o b e o n t h e r i g h t
b o d y o f w a t e r. A p e r f e c t e x a m p l e i s
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Lake Gaston is currently producing
trophy blues and I think the
population and top end size of the
fish is still expanding. If targeting
trophy blues, fish where big blues
are currently being caught. Some
places are great for numbers but
not trophy sizes.
Royce said the next ‘location’
is targeting a specific part of the
l a k e a t d i f f e r e n t t i m e s o f t h e y e a r.
“It’s crucial to stay in the area
of lake or river where the majority
of big fish are concentrated at any
given time,” he said. “Odds are good
they are in that location because
of forage and they’re eating that
forage. I want to fish for big blues
that are already in an eating mode.”
The final ‘location’ is the
precise target you place your bait,
whether drifting or anchor fishing.
“I don’t do random, it’s not
consistent for big blues,” he said.
“This may take some experience
on specific lakes or rivers to
determine, but I target specific
places on the lake bottom. Usually
points, humps, ledges, channels
and creek and river junctions
are predictable contact areas for
big fish. Specific targets change
seasonally but I always target a
specific underwater feature.”
Royce said tackling a trophy
blue can be the ultimate fishing
adventure. His drifting strategy is
totally adaptable to anchor fishing.
Other than the speed of the drift,
the strategy remains the same.
“Sometimes
I
anchor
fish
because that’s what is required,”
he said. “I let the fish tell me what
they want by experimenting.”
“A trophy blue catfish is the
ultimate fishing experience, it’s my
passion” he said.
Royce said study maps, have
a game plan for the water you fish
and simply enjoy the process.

Zakk Royce hopes to catch a 30-poundplus blue every trip by having a good plan
for the day; it doesn’t always happen but
his attention to detail and strategy ensures
it happens frequently.
“Once the planning, strategy
and daily adaptations needed for
success are done, I simply fish and
enjoy the process, especially when
a monster blue loads on.”
A short summary of Royce’s
game
plan
for
targeting
and
catching monster blues is simply
pay attention to details. And for
Royce, everything to that end is a
detail.
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Students Encouraged to Enter State-Fish Art Contest

A
rtful catfish kids, in five states,
could use their artistic abilities to

fish. Blue catfish, flathead catfish, or any
other catfish has not been selected as
a state fish anywhere. Iowa, Mississippi,
highlight their state catfish. The contest, Missouri, Nebraska and Tennessee name

offered by Wildlife for Ever, encourages
K-12 students to enter their artwork in the
Wildlife Forever State-Fish Art Contest.
Of all the states in the nation, five
list the channel catfish as their state

This lit tle c hannel c at might make a
good model.
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STUDENTS ENCOURAGED TO ENTER STATE-FISH ART
“Iowa,
Mississippi,
Missouri,
Nebraska and Tennessee name
the channel catfish as their state
fish.”
the channel catfish as their state fish. If
you live in any of these five states and
have a talented kid, encourage them to
enter the contest.
The contest requires student artists
to depict a state fish. Prizes are awarded
at the state and national levels in four
categories: K-3, 4-6, 7-9 and 10-12.
Students in grades 4-12 also write a onepage essay about the fish, its natural
habitat and the importance of that habitat
in addition to the artwork.
Complete contest rules and the
entry form can be found on Wildlife

Forever’s website, www.wildlifeforever.
org/contest. The entry will be mailed to
Wildlife Forever, 2700 Freeway Blvd.,
No. 1000, Brooklyn Center, MN, 55430.
The 2017 deadline is March 31, so there
is not much time left this year, but you can
put it on the calendar for 2018. Wildlife
Forever has conducted the contest for
the past 19 years.
Wildlife Forever is a non-profit
organization
working
to
preserve
America’s wildlife heritage through
conservation education, preservation
of habitat and scientific management of
fish and wildlife species. Wildlife Forever
has funded conservation projects in
all 50 states. To learn more, visit www.
wildlifeforever.org
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Catfish Community meets
in Louisville, KY
By Ron Presley

It’s all about catfish

Louisville, KY is the home of the
Kentucky Derby, Louisville Slugger and

Muhammed Ali. It was recently the home
of the SeaArk Catfish Conference 2017,
presented by Suzuki Marine. For two busy
days Louisville provided an excellent venue
for the catfish community to gather. The
amazing facilities of the Crowne Plaza set
the stage in fine fashion for the second year
of the popular event. Catfish Conference
is dedicated to catfish, the folks that fish
for them and the people that support the
growing sport with products that help catfish
anglers catch more fish.
The original event was the result
of discussions between Steve Douglas
(Monster Rod Holders) and Jim Hopper
(Jeff Jones Marine). On-again, off-again
discussions had been going on for a couple
years about having a dedicated catfish event.
The discussions always evolved around the
idea of stimulating the sport of catfishing

The
booths
were
f illed
with
knowledgeable
c at f ish
angler s
willing to share their exper tise with
visiting angler s.
and helping grow the catfishing community
in a positive way.
Those discussions culminated in a
decision to go forward with the idea and a
dedicated catfish show was on the books.
With the goal of educating anglers and
introducing catfish specific products, Catfish
Conference 2016 was launched. “If it has
anything to do with catfishing it is going to
be represented at the conference,” declared
Douglas before the 2016 event.
Founding sponsors, Monster Rod
Holders, Jeff Jones Marine and Business
House spared no effort in making this year’s
event bigger and better than the inaugural
event in 2016.
One major change from 2016 was
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making the event a two-day get together Tim “ D oc” L ange t alked to a pac ked
that opened up more opportunity for the house on mar ine elec tronic s in one
catfish community to attend. Opening day of f ive seminar s presented at the
on Saturday, February 25, was similar to c onferenc e. O ther presenter s were
last year as throngs of enthusiastic visitors Phil K ing, James “ Big Cat ” Pat ter son,
pack the halls.
Jason Br idges and Joe Ludtke.
Once inside, visitors found tons of
catfish paraphernalia to peruse and other
catfish anglers to visit with. The variety Bridges, Phil King, Tim “Doc” Lange, Joe
ranged from catfish bait to catfish boats and Ludtke and James “Big Cat” Patterson
everything in-between.
spoke to large audiences wanting to learn
more about catfishing from the pros.
More than 45 vendors set up booths
“One major change from 2016 was to display and demonstrate their wares.
making the event a two-day get Catfish anglers were able to see and touch
the equipment these vendors had to offer. “I
together…”
like to see it before I buy it,” said one happy
angler. “There is nothing like having it in
Catfish education was high on the your hands to help make that final decision
priorities of the conference. Live seminars to buy.”
The success of last year’s conference
were given by five well-known and
attracted
a long line of new vendors to
knowledgeable catfish personalities. Jason
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the event. It was a great opportunity for
manufacturers to gage the response
of catfish anglers to their products. For
example, first time vendor, Vicious Fishing,
had sold out of some sizes in their popular
clothing line before noon. “I guess we didn’t
bring enough,” said Vicious representative
Greg Meunier. “Our Vicious Braid has been
popular too, even the big spools. We will be
bringing more next year.”
You could not look anywhere in the
facility without seeing happy anglers carrying
new catfish rods and bags of other goodies
as they continue their trek through the
booths. Plenty of other anglers were kicking
the tires and feeling the finish on several
models of new catfish boats. SeaArk Boats,
G3 Boats, Gator Trax Boats and Excel Boats
were displaying the latest catfish rigs. Suzuki
Outboards and Yamaha were also on hand
to educate visitors on their line of motors.

The Team Cat f ish c oolies desc r ibed
the c onferenc e well. “ Eat, Sleep,
Cat f ish.”
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Tour nament trails were also on hand
to visit with the at tendees.
Organizers were pleased with the
conference. “Last year was great,” said Jim
Hopper, one of the organizers of the event.
“We did not know, however, if everyone came
because they were bored or what. This year
I was a little bit nervous about it. We had lots
of major manufacturers – Suzuki, Yamaha,
G3, SeaArk, Excel, etc. There were a lot
of people looking in on this conference. Its
success made a big weekend for the sport
as far as its future. Now, going forward, we
have something to promote the industry.”
“We think the sport will get a little
more respect after this weekend,” continued
Hopper. “That respect will come from the

reports that will be taken back to these
manufacturers that attended and it will
spread to others.”
“Last year it was 62 days from when
I called Steve Douglas and ask him about
a catfish conference,” recalled Hopper. “I
did not want to do a boat show, I wanted
something that would be for our catfish guys.
It was just 62 days from that phone call until
Catfish Conference 2016. We had a year to
plan this one, so people expected a little bit
more.”
“I think the venue was just right, and it
would be easy to come back here next year.
I just don’t think it will hold us. The planning
for next year starts Monday,” concluded
Hopper.
The favorable report from Hopper was
echo from vendors and visitors alike. Every
person I talked to had favorable reports.
Many visitors were also consumers, buying
and taking home the catfishing products they
found at the conference, while vendors were
assessing the conference and planning for
next year.
If you have not attended a Catfish
Conference yet, put it on your bucket list and
make plans for next year. By all measures, it
is bound to be even better!
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Other Louisville attractions
Louisville offered more than the
conference. The city is loaded with popular
attractions and eating establishments.
I planned an extra day to visit a few.
Louisville is one of the oldest cities west
of the Appalachian Mountains, but never
mind its actual age, because Louisville is
a modern American city.
Personally, I can’t think about
Louisville without thinking about the
Kentucky Derby and Louisville Slugger
baseball bats. Both were on my short list
for my brief stay in the city.
The Kentucky Derby Museum/
Churchill Downs was the first stop on
the agenda. The museum is adjacent to
Churchill Downs, an amazing complex
representing years of sports history.
Imagine, the first race took place on May
17, 1875. You do not want to miss it if you
are in Louisville.
When I hear the name Louisville
Slugger my thoughts drift back to my
childhood. I fondly remember swinging
a few in those days growing up in
Kansas. My visit to Louisville gave me
the opportunity to tour the factory where
the legendary Louisville Slugger baseball
bat is made and remember the baseball
legends of my youth.
My next stop was the Muhammad
Ali Center which celebrates the life and
legacy of the world-class boxer. The
award-winning museum is housed in a
six-story multicultural center. I was highly
impressed by the content of the many
interactive displays that chronicle the life
of Ali.
You can spend as little or as much
time as you want perusing the exhibits,
many supported with historic video
footage. Depending on your age, your
visit will be either a walk down memory
lane or an education related to the life of
this incredible athlete and humanitarian.
Finding an interesting and great
place for lunch is easy too. You can take

The Louisville Slugger M useum
and Fac tor y is f illed with baseball
memorabilia.
in a restaurant/bar on the famed Urban
Bourbon Trail. As most folks know,
Bourbon is a whiskey that has long been
associated with Kentucky. The Urban
Bourbon Trail consists of 34 bars and
restaurants that showcase Kentucky’s
best. You can also visit an actual distillery.
There are several on Whiskey Row – Evan
Williams Bourbon Experience, Peerless
Distillery and Angel’s Envy (the newest
one to open).
The restaurant that caught our eye
was Merle Haggard’s Whiskey Kitchen.
We spotted it downtown on our way to
the Ali Center. It had outside dinning and
the place was packed. We decided that
would be our lunch spot after our visit to
the center. I will just say, it was great food
while listening to constant Merle Haggard
music. We left very content and rested for
our visit to the Catfish Conference.
For more information on Louisville visit
the website at https://www.gotolouisville.
com
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HOW TO?

BnM How To Drift Fishing
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Why We Catfish
A guest editorial by Wes Jordan, Redbeard Cats Guide Service

I
don’t
understand why

expect people to
we love catfishing
so much. Most will never understand
why we get up at 4 am to go throw
a c a s t n e t i n t h e f r e e z i n g c o l d . We
g e t o n t h e w a t e r b e f o r e i t ’s l i g h t
a n d d o n ’ t l e a v e u n t i l a f t e r d a r k . We
endure the elements - the wind, the
s u n , t h e r a i n , t h e s n o w, t h e b u g s , i t ’s
a l l j u s t p a r t o f t h e g a m e . We s p e n d
tens of thousands of dollars in the
relentless pursuit of that one giant
f i s h . S o m e w o u l d c a l l u s c r a z y.
I’m not sure where I got my

to a couple of ponds as a kid and
catching 5- to 10-pound channel
cats. I remember thinking that those
were the coolest fish!
I began researching and started
l e a r n i n g a b o u t t h e d i ff e r e n t s p e c i e s
of cats, and I began seeing pictures of
the huge fish that were being caught
out of Kerr Lake. So, when I got old
enough to drive, I started going up
every chance I got and fishing from
the bank.
After I caught my first citation
fish from the bank, i was totally
hooked. One thing led to another

love of catfishing! My love of fishing
definitely came from my grandpa and
my parents. I grew up catching bass
and panfish, but I remember going

CPR r uns in the J ordan family. Wes’s
wife, Bret t Jordan, is shown here
releasing her 8 8 - pound per sonal
best blue c at.
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and I got my first boat. Now 15 years
l a t e r, I e n j o y s h a r i n g m y p a s s i o n f o r
catching big catfish with others! I’ve
never looked back.
N o w, d o n ’ t g e t m e w r o n g , i t
isn’t always fun. Sometimes I even
q u e s t i o n m y s e l f . B u t , o n S a t u r d a y,
January 28, 2017, I was reminded of

Wes J ordan (top) Austin Sar tin
(bot tom) wor k to gether as Redbeard
Cats G uide Ser vic e. Sar tin was
instr ument al in helping Dale Russell
Lowe, Jr CPR his 141 pound blue on
Ker r Reser voir.
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why we do what we do. It was the
a n n u a l I c e b o w l To u r n a m e n t a n d 1 5 0
boats hit the water for the event. One
of those boats struck gold when they
hooked into a massive 141-pound
blue catfish (just 2 pounds shy of the
world record).
This catch was not a fluke. Dale
Lowe is not just a weekend warrior
t h a t g o t l u c k y. T h i s i s t h e s e c o n d f i s h
that he has caught over 100 pounds
(considered to be the holy grail in
the world of blue catfish anglers).
Wa n t i n g t o e n s u r e t h a t t h e f i s h s t a y e d
healthy until the weigh-in, Dale made
a phone call to our very own Austin
S a r t i n . D a l e k n e w t h a t A u s t i n ’s b o a t
was equipped with a livewell that
was custom built for just such a fish.
Upon hearing news of the fish, Austin
rushed across the lake to help.
At the end of the tournament, the
fish was taken to a local tackle shop
where it was weighed on certified
scales. The fish was then taken
back to a boat ramp near where it
was caught. After taking some quick
length/girth measurements, it was
time for the release.
I can confidently say that this
fish was handled with the utmost care
and respect. It swam away strong
and healthy! High fives were given
all around as we all soaked in the
moment. This was the largest blue
catfish to ever be caught, weighed,
and released ALIVE!
The competition at the Icebowl
c r e a t e s a l o t o f c h a t t e r b e t w e e n VA
and NC guys, but at the end of the
d a y i t i s j u s t t a l k . We a l l s h a r e t h e
same love and passion for fishing!
And, because the fish was released
in good health, hopefully somebody
e l s e w i l l g e t t o c a t c h i t o n e d a y. H e c k ,
m a y b e D a l e ’s s o n w i l l c a t c h i t i n a
few years when it weighs 160 pounds
- you just never know!
I was so grateful to be a part of
this experience, and suddenly I was

reminded that this is exactly why we
do what we do! Selective harvest/
catch and release is the future of our
sport, and it is up to all of us to protect
our fisheries and waterways so that
future generations get to enjoy them
as we do. That is a message that we
need to pass on!
- Redbeard Cats Guide Service

Why We Catfish Guest Editorial
This column is provided for reader submitted
editorials on Why We Catfish. If you have
a short story related to why you catfish,
you may submit it for consideration and
publication in a future issue of CatfishNow.
Send submissions of 500 words or less
and one or two photos to Ron Presley at
presleyr@bellsouth.net.
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IF YOU’RE NOT USING DRIFTMASTER...
GOOD LUCK!

MADE IN USA
.COM

ROD HOLDERS &
TROLLING SYSTEMS
BLACK RIVER TOOLS, INC.

803-473-4927

CATFISH BASICS

Catfish Basics #012

Barge Bites
Capt. Ben Goebel

Catfish anglers sometimes
joke about “barge bites,”
but many believe there is
something to it. It refers to
getting a bite after a barge has
passed by. The theory is that
the powerful barge disturbs,
and possibly injures the bait
fish, causing predator fish to
get active. Capt. Ben Goebel
(River City Guide Service) has
a theory about the barge bite.
“I think the barge churns
up the bait fish,” explained
Goebel. “That causes the
feeding fish to eat, not just
catfish, but all types of fish. I
think it also scares some fish
from the middle of the channel
to the channel ledges and
occasionally to the flats.”
“Sometimes fish are like
humans and other animals,”
continued
Goebel.
“They
don’t like to be bothered. I
have seen it in my sonar when
I got snagged in a tree when
drifting. When I try to break
the line, I could actually see
the fish scatter on the sonar. Sometimes that will actually make them
bite, similar to what happens when a barge goes by.”
Goebel is normally fishing with B’n’M Rods and Shimano Tekota
Reels, spooled with 80-pound test Vicious Braid. He uses Backstabber
8/0 circle hooks (available from Capt. Scott Manning, Tennessee River
Monsters) with great results. Whether he is bumping, drifting or anchored
Goebel has one important tip for anglers when they observe a barge
approaching. “I use skipjack 90 percent of the time, and combination
of mooneye and skipjack for bait in the summer,” instructed Goebel.
“Regardless of your choice of bait where you fish, be sure to put on a
fresh bait when you see a barge coming towards you. There is at least a
chance that you will get bit.”
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CHATTAHOOCHIE HILLJACK

FEBRUARY 11th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Killer B’s
Bait Bandit
Fishing Fools
Big Cat Thrashers
Team Livingston

42.2
30
28.75
17.3
15.65

BIG FISH
1. Fishing Fools

14.35

CAROLINA ANGLERS CATFISH
TRAIL

FEBRUARY 11th

LAKE WATEREE

1.Bubba Branch/Josh Turney/Turney Girls
2. Jimmy Holbrook/Layla edbetter/Josh Coggins
3. Benji Brown/Riley Brown
4. Anthony Dallas/Tony Dallas
5. Richard Hurley/Michael Hamilton

72.96
58.64
52.15
43.7
37.91

BIG FISH
1. Bubba Branch/Josh Turney/Turney Girls

FEBRUARY 17th - 18th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

33.35

CABELA’S KING KAT
Santee Cooper

Shane Queen/Blake Williams
James Saxon/Richard Wimmer
Cecil Menshouse/Jason Withrow
Lee Hardee/Brandon Tate
John Terry/Ray Morton

209.88
205.68
179.74
177.88
175.12

BIG FISH
1. Billy Parton/Dan Robinson

FEBRUARY 18th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

73

CATFISH MAFIA
FORT WASHINGTON

Ron/James
Lee/Lee
David/Bryan
Jason/Brad
Mark/Don

160.15
152.4
144.3
142.75
105

BIG FISH
1. Ron/James

67.4
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FEBRUARY 18th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

DIAMOND ISLAND

Wayne King/Connor King
Dale Kerns/Greg Edwards
Stephen Fancher/Mike Head
Adam Winder/Kelly Kriesle
Aaron Wheatley/Rusty Morris

FEBRUARY 18th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

JKV CATFISHING
111.6
103.3
62.5
59.14
58.9

WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS
DUVALL LANDING

Chris Peyton/Chad Smith/Mike Conrad
Roy Harkness/Adam Long
Scott Mathis/James Hemby
Chris Stout/Dennis McLomore
Allen Houston/Ronnie Strickland

73.35
71.04
61.97
50.14
48.83

BIG FISH
1. Chris Peyton/Chad Smith/Mike Conrad

FEBRUARY 18th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

48.99

CATFISH NATION OUTDOORS
WHITES FERRY

Roger/Chip
Billy/Heather
Tim/Mike
Buddy
Shawn/Dewayne

29.4
19
18.1
15.2
14.14

BIG FISH
1. Tim/Mike

FEBRUARY 25th
1.
2.
3.
4.

13.6

CATHUNTERS ASSOSIATION
ESCAMBIA RIVER

Chris Brewer/Timothy Sours
Jon Stark/Jason Stark
Tim Fuqua/Louis Kent
Michael Reynolds/Tyler Jackson

4.5
3.8
2.9
2.5

BIG FISH
1. Chris Brewer/Timothy Sours

4.5
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Results
Tournament

CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH
TRAIL

FEBRUARY 25th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

LAKE LIMESTONE

John Dillard/Jerry Dillard
Aaron Newsome/Daniel Sanchez
Roy Ewing/Jason Cummings/Garth Goodwin
Randy Miller/Johnny Ward
Team Fish Haulers

46.86
43.54
40
39.98
37.76

BIG FISH
1. Randy Miller/Johnny Ward

31.26

WHISKEY CITY

February 26th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

TANNERS CREEK

Adam Dehner
Rick Cochren
Jack Arnold
Claude Reynolds
Cole Clancy

60.6
41.5
34.3
31.2
24.8

BIG FISH
1. Rick Cochren

41.5

CABELA’S KING KAT

MARCH 4th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

LAKE TAWAKONI

John Allen/Matthew Allen
Kevin Parks/Ryan Gnagy
Robert Stanley/Dustin Sawyer
Justin Cook/Gary Ryan
Roger Gerloff/Marty Gerloff

168.46
147.56
136.14
88.34
88.06

BIG FISH
1. Justin Cook/Gary Ryan

56.46

OLD DOMINION

MARCH 4th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

HOPEWELL MARINA

Mike Haynes/Mason Haynes/Doug Coffer
Joey Keefe/Randy Waid
Howard Staton/James Williams/John Garland
Chuck Jarvis/Jason Pope
Jacob Lehman/Samuel Lehman

90.85
90.7
87.3
77.95
73.95

BIG FISH
1. Joey Keefe/Randy Waid

57.75
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SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH
CLUB

MARCH 4th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

LAKE WYLIE

Kenny Edwards
Casey Craig/Larry Craig
Shane Queen/Blake Williams/Toby Griffin
Benji Brown/Riley Brown
Mark Follet/Lindsey Bingham

95.04
87.61
86.17
81.71
80.41

BIG FISH
1. Rodney Locklear/Glen Lovin

53.36

TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS

MARCH 4th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

COLUMBIA BOTTOM

Justin Neece/Mike Carpenter
Vicky Mathenia/Jason Mathenia/Aaron Taylor
Donald Moore/Boyd Sholten
Joe Ludtke/Joe Coventry
Dale Smith/Chad Seals/Amy Oden

105.44
98.12
77.27
68.2
65.65

BIG FISH
1. Justin Neece/Mike Carpenter

MARCH 5th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

66.42

CATFISH NATION OUTDOORS
DARGON LAKE

Roger/Chip
Billy/Heather
Tim/Mike
Buddy
Shawn/Dewayne

29.4
19
18.1
15.12
14.14

BIG FISH
1. Tim/Mike

13.6
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CATFISH CLUBS

Corrections or additions contact us
at catfishnow.com
NATIONAL
EVENTS

CLUB
ALABAMA CATFISH TRAIL
BIG CAT QUEST
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
CABELA'SKING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
CAROLINA ANGLERS TEAM TRAIL C.A.T.T
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
CATFISH CONFERENCE
CATFISH COUNTRY
CATFISH NATION OUTDOORS
CATFISH MAFIA
CATHUNTERS ASSOC. OF THE SOUTH C.A.T.S.
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS
CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACK CATFISHING
FISHIN BLUES
FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2
HOLD'EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
ICATS
INDIANA CATFISH
J.K.V. CATFISHING TOURNAMENT TRAIL
KANAWHA RIVER CATFISH CLUB
MADISON CATFISH ANGLERS
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI RIVER MONSTERS
MONSTERS ON THE OHIO
OHIO VALLEY CATFISHING
OHIO VALLEY RIVER CATS
OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
SCHEELS BOUNDRY BATTLE CATFISH TOURNAMENT
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA MO RIVER CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHWEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
TRI STATE KATS
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS
WEST TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS
WHISKY CITY CATFISH CLUB
WICKED WHISKER TOURNAMENT TRAIL

CONTACTS
DANIEL PARSONS
KEN FREEMAN
DICK HENRICHSEN
JEREMY COE
BRETT COLLINS
DAVID STUDEBAKER
wilson3139@yahoo.com

GLEN FLOWERS
MATT SANDERS
JERRY DILLARD
Hunter-706-681-4107
TIM ORR
AMANDA JOHNSON
STEVE DOBBS
BOBBY MILLER
CHRIS WALLACE
JOSH VANOVER
JUSTIN VAUGHT

WEBSITE
www.alabamacatfishtrail.com
www.bigcatquest.com
www.bigsiouxcatanglers.com
www.kingkatusa.com
www.cattrail.org
www.catfishchasers.com
www.catfishconference.com
www.catfishcountry.com
www.catfishnationoutdoors.com
www.catfishmafia.net
www.catsclub.us
SEE FACEBOOK PAGE
SEE FACEBOOK PAGE
www.fishinblues-catfishin.com
www.flatheadblues.com
SEE FACEBOOK PAGE
bobby.miller11@hotmail.com
www.indianacatfish.com
SEE FACEBOOK PAGE

GEORGE YOUNG
AARON WHEATLEY

www.msrivermonsters.com
www.monstersontheohio.com

YEARLY EVENT

www.ohiovalleyrivercats.org

BRAD DURICK
www.rrvcatfish.com
BRAD DURRICK
www.boundrybattle.com
Brian Snipes/Josh Coggins http://southeasterncatfishclub.com
LORI
VINCE NADOSKY
SEE FACEBOOK PAGE
TOM WALSH
ALEX NAGY
BRANDON CLAYTON
JUSTIN RUSSELL
RAY HERALD
JEREMY
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www.tricountycatfish.net
SEE FACEBOOK PAGE

www.whiskycitycatfish.com
www.wickedwhisker.com

m/

CATFISH CALENDAR
(Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.)
MARCH
MARCH
MARCH
MARCH
MARCH
MARCH
MARCH
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL

25th
25th
25th
25th
25th
26th
26th
1st
1st
1st

C.A.T.S.
HOLD'EM HOOK
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS
FISHIN BLUES
JKV CATFISHING
WHISKEY CITY
FLATHEAD BLUES
CATFISH CHASERS
CATFISH MAFIA
CATFISH NATION OUTDOORS

LAKE SEMINOLE
KOA
MUD ISLAND
LAKE ELLSWORTH
DERBY
TANNERS CREEK
HOOVER RESERVOIR
MELVERN
POTOMAC
DAM

CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB

APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL

1st
7th - 9th
7th - 8th
8th
8th
8th
8th
8th
9th
15th
15th
15TH
15th
15th
15th
15th
22nd
23rd
28th - 29th
29th
29th
29th
29th
29th
29th
29th
29th
29th
30th
30th

INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
TUGNJUGS
TEXAS WARRIORS
CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACKS
GETNHOOKED
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHWEST OHIO CATFISH
CATFISH MAFIA
CATFISH NATION OUTDOORS
FLATHEAD BLUES
HOLD'EM HOOK
INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
MADISON CATFISH ANGLERS
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
KANAWHA RIVER
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS
CABELA'S KING KAT
BIG CAT QUEST
CATFISH COUNTRY
JKV CATFISHING
KANAWHA RIVER
MADISON CATFISH ANGLERS
SOUTHWEST OHIO CATFISH
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS
WHISKEY CITY
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
ICATS

TURTLE CREEK
SKIATOOK
LAKE LIVINGSTON
WHITNEY LAKE
UCHEE CREEK PARK
SKIATOOK
3 RIVERS
LAKE WATEREE
SCHMIDT RAMP
CITY ISLAND
PATUXENT
HOOVER RESERVOIR
SAFETY HARBOR
MORSE LAKE
PATRIOT
ROSS BARNETT RESERVOIR
NITRO
WIGWAM ACCESS
LAKE WATEREE
CUMBERLAND RIVER
TANNERS CREEK
ENGLISH PARK
POINT PLESANT
TRI STATE
TANNERS CREEK
BROWNING
TUNICA RIVER PARK
TANNERS CREEK
BROWNS LAKE
MISSISSIPPI RIVER POOL 10

OPEN
NIGHT
SUPPORT WOUNDED VETERANS
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
OPEN
CHANNEL CAT
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB-DAY
SUPER
WOUNDED WARRIOR
TRI STATE SHOOTOUT
CANCER BENEFIT
CLUB
SHOOT OUT
TRI STATE SHOOTOUT
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
NIGHT
CLUB
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I’ll take the one on the left!

See ya’ next month
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