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Catfish Connections
CatfishNow celebrates its oneyear anniversary with this edition. We
are so proud to be part of the catfish
community and all the wonderful people
who love this sport. From amateur
to professional, there is a place for
everyone to enjoy reading about and
learning from our content.
We ask that you share our digital,
free magazine with all your friends and
family. Our goal is to share knowledge
and how-to information that is good for everyone, anywhere.
Our staff not only believes this but lives it.
As an American, I believe fishing is one of the best ways
to teach our children and our friends and family what nature and
our planet is all about. It is a way to disperse the stresses of
everyday life and experience the great outdoors. Basic positive
values can be shaped by our experiences.
For those anglers that desire to grow to the professional
level in the sport, there must be ways to teach and display the
right values, actions, and principles that define a “professional.”
Several non-for-profit activities are now focusing on these and
the one I would recommend is the NPAA. Originally this activity
was focused on many fish species in only the most northern
states, but now is focused on all species, regardless of location.
The NPAA focuses on, and helps define, “professionalism”
and how to become a pro in the sport of fishing. They also
represent fishermen and families in the political world to protect
our rights. I recommend you join as a member at https://npaa.
net/join-npaa/, I have.
Local catfishing clubs are also a great source of
information. Many clubs have formed and been in existence
around the world. If you want to learn from others, this would be
another way. Many clubs include seminars and how-to info on
the websites and social media pages. Many of those clubs are
listed in each issue of CatfishNow if you are looking for one in
your area.
Last, but not least, take a child fishing. My dad and
grandparents took me and I have never left the sport. At the age
of 64 years, the memories of our trips, with the cane poles tied
to the rain gutter on their car, will never leave me.
Thank you for being part of our magazine.
Dan Dannenmueller Sr.
Publisher
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Guntersville Flatties
by Ron Presley

Breaking flathead myths

A
slow overnight flow of water left an
obvious scum trail on the surface. Visually

it helped identify a very well-defined ridge
in about 25 feet of water. Tennessee River
catfish guide, Ty Konkle, knew this ridge was
exactly what he was looking for as we moved
downriver on a trip that would break some
flathead myths.
As many anglers do, Konkle identifies
his fishing holes by a fixed structure on the
shore. In this case we set up on the “cutie tree

Konkle use a Foley Spoon to put about 12
to 15 fresh skips in the boat before each
trip.
hole.” If you can find his cute little tree along
the shoreline, downriver from Nickajack Dam,
you have found one of Konkle’s favorite spots.
Before heading to the “cutie tree hole” we
made a bait stop below the dam. Rigged with
his favorite Foley Spoon, it didn’t take long to
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put some bait in the cooler.
“I like to put about 12 to 15 fresh skipjack
in the boat to start the trip,” reported Konkle.
“Sometimes skipjack heads do better than
chunks. Early in the year heads seem to be
best. Later in the year I do better on chunks.
We will start off with three heads and three
chunks, and see where the bite goes.”
There were a couple of gates open
at Nickajack Dam. “Current makes more
difference in the flathead bite than with blues,”
instructed Konkle. “Flatheads are lazier fish,
they don’t roam like the blues do. The current
doesn’t seem to affect the flatheads like it
does the blues. It seems like the bite suffers
a lot on the blues when the current is slow or
nonexistent.”
Konkle placed six B’n’M Silver Cat

A fish like this does kinda’ make your day!
Magnums out the back and to the side, with
one out towards the cutie tree. His boat is
equipped with 0- to 30-degree Driftmaster Rod
Holders. Since we were fishing on the rope
he placed the baited rods in the 30-degree
position. The rods were pointing skyward and
each one was reeled up to a relatively tight
line.
“I wanted a tight line because there are
trees down there in the hole,” said Konkle.
“You can always hope that the big dudes swim
to deeper water, but if you give them an inch
they can be gone in a tree pretty quick. That’s
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why I am using 50-pound line.”
The scum line had lots of branches and
stuff that can foul a fishing line. As long as no
big branches come floating through the lines it
is not a big deal. Konkle occasionally picks up
a rod and guides the line around some flotsam
that threatens to snag it.
We were ignoring the myths about
flatheads that say fishing at night with live
bait is the only way to go. Konkle did admit
to using live bait more after the spawn, noting
that every reservoir is different.
“Some say live bait at night,” noted
Konkle. “It certainly works sometimes, but
all my big flatheads have come during the
day. And usually on cut bait. I’ve had many
flatheads over 60-pounds and only one came
on live bait. At least that’s the way it’s been in
this neck of the woods.”
Konkle uses a simple sliding sinker rig
with a circle hook. He starts by threading the
mainline through a sinker slide and then a

Needless to say, Konkle loves his
flatheads, big or small.
protective bead. Add a barrel swivel and clip
on a weight appropriate to the current. Next
add a two-foot leader and a circle hook. That’s
it, sweet and simple. Occasionally, in clear
water, he will add a peg float between the
swivel and the hook, lifting the bait up off the
bottom.
Suggesting that there are some days
you get nothing but flatheads, Konkle indicated
that he did not care about the size of the first
one, he just wanted to catch one. To Konkle,
one flathead of any size indicates that more
are on the way.
“We just need to catch one to get it
started,” said Konkle. “It could be completely
different tomorrow. The blues could shut off
and the flatheads feed. Or, it could be all
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flatheads and no blues.”
Konkle describes flatheads as lazier
fish, based on the behavior he observes from
his pet flatheads in his tank at home. “The
ones in my tank, when they start moving,
they run forward a little and then set. Almost
like a 4-legged cat. They will be on the trail of
something. They just take their time. So, you
gotta’ take your time too when fishing for them.
Usually the 15- to 30-minute window is when
you get the first bite. An exception is getting a
bait right in front of a tree. Sometimes that is
when I get that quick bite.”
“On the flats, it might take a little longer,
but If I get one, I expect another. I think they
see one eating and think they need to eat too.
Once fish start biting, that is the start of the
window. When that bite is over I usually move
on to another hole. I will leave the hole, but
time permitting, come back to it later.”
After catching a couple decent blues
and breaking off what Konkle thought may

Oh dad! That moment when a 46-pound
flathead clamps down on your hand and
says, “I’m ready to go.”
have been a flattie, we moved on.
“We will try a little basin that has slack
water in the tail end,” advised Konkle. There
is a lot of timber, it is pretty shallow and has a
big eddy in it. It’s a good flathead spot. A lot of
bait holds in the current seam and it has tons
of structure on the bottom.”
The new hole was much shallower than
the previous spot. Konkle quickly reminded
me to keep the lines tight.
“I don’t want a lot of slack in the line,”
instructed Konkle. “If one hits it I want the line
a little tighter than in deeper water. There is
just too much timber and rocks to let em’ have
much line.”
We immediately hooked up a good fish
in the new hole. After about a one-minute fight,
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that include one session where the fish was
snagged up, the line broke. It caused Konkle
to add a word of warning.
“When you break off a good fish, check
the line real good,” said Konkle. “There is
probably a reason the line broke. The line
may have been rubbing on timber or rocks
and there is a possibility of damaging several
feet of mainline. I have cut off as much as
eight feet that had been damaged in a fight.
Simply run the line through your fingers, you
can feel the nicks. Once you find the smooth
line again, cut the line, dispose of it properly
and retie the rig. If you don’t do this, you might
just lose your next fish too if it is a big one.”
As we waited for the next bite Konkle

“The pull of the fish could only
be described as powerful.”

Flatties like this all go back in the water
on Konkle’s boat. Keepers have to be
15 pounds or less.
continued to describe the parts of the river
that he like to fish.
“I like to find a deep stretch that has a
good flat with a lot of adjacent structure. I want
a place where they have someplace to hold
down during the day and then move up to feed
along all that structure. They like lots of rock
and debris.”
As we talked Konkle constantly glances
back to the rods in anticipation of another bite.
It happened often, and several times we had
two fish in the boat at the same time.
Then, the bite we had been waiting for
came. The B’n’M Silver Cat bent over slow
and steady. It was a classic big fish bite.
“That’s a big fish,” shouted Konkle. “That
ain’t no skinny minny. It’s a big flattie and he
is swimming right at you. Sometimes they just
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pull it down off the ledge and move toward the
boat. When you feel any kind of slack like that
you need to catch up with him. If we can make
this happen it will be your new personal best,
I can almost guarantee it.”
I was not making much ground with
the big fish. It was a strategy of just keeping
good pressure on the flattie. It is better to be
safe than sorry. The pull of the fish could only
be described as powerful. I was doing the
saltwater pump and reel routine, but I would
gain some line and the big fish would take it
off again.
“See how he just sticks right down there
on the bottom,” said Konkle. “There is not
much you can do when a big flattie turns back
towards the bottom. A good flathead fights so

Konkle has a bait preference for heads
most of the time when targeting flatties.
good. You will get em’ right to the side of the
boat, but you can’t get them off the bottom.
You start working them up and you hear that
drag screaming and they take it right back to
the bottom. No headshake, nothing but pure
power.”
The beast finally came to the surface and
Konkle was able to grab the big flathead and
pull him into the boat. The fish had managed
to swim through another line and made a
mess of things, but it was more than worth the
trouble.
Konkle’s prediction was right. The big
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fish was my personal best flathead at 46
pounds. It was a fat, pretty fish on my first day
below Nickajack Dam. I was already looking
forward to the next day.
After some quick photos and video
Konkle carefully eased the big flathead over the
side of the boat for resuscitation and release.
Personally, Konkle is 100 percent catch and
release only, but he allows his clients to keep
fish under 15 pounds if they want some fish
for the dinner table.
“Do you feel that water in your gills,”
asked Konkle? “That feels good doesn’t it. We
did battle and now you are going to be a very
famous fish.”
About that time the big flattie gave a big
kick and disappeared in the brownish water.
There was no doubt that he would swim back
to the bottom and give another angler, another
battle, on another day.
“I think that pretty much wears this spot
out, it’s time to move on,” suggested Konkle.

Day two resulted in yet another personal
best flathead for the author. The beast
weighed 62 pounds.
We came back the next day and fished
the same strategy in some different holes. The
result was yet another personal best flathead.
The day-two flattie measured 50 inches long
and weighed in at 61 pounds. No one will
be surprised to hear that I am ready to fish
Guntersville again.
Ty Konkle operates FV-Catfish Guide Service.
He guides on Chickamauga, Nickajack, Watts
Bar, and Guntersville reservoirs. Konkle can
be reached at 423-307-2983. You can view
his website at www.fv-catfish.com and videos
on his YouTube channel https://www.youtube.
com/user/tbinchrist
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CATFISH BASICS

Catfish Basics #025

Reduce Tournament Stress –

Melinda Folsom, Cedartown, GA

For most participants, tournaments
are fun and exciting. I also think they
can be stressful. One of the things Bryan
and I do prior to a tournament, to relieve
possible stress, is come up with what we
call our “Game Plan”.
Our Game Plan defines how we are
going to fish in the tournament. Everyone
likes to fish the techniques that work for
them. So do we, and we take what we
know about catfishing and our experience
in catching fish and we use it to fish a
tournament.
Our Game Plan allows us to layout
our thoughts and put what we know into
strategies. We both throw out ideas; areas to fish, depths, techniques, etc.
Since we know the weather affects how catfish behave, we start by looking
at the forecast. We take the forecast and discuss where we think the fish
will likely be and start discussing what depths to fish. For example, if it’s
going to be hot and sunny, our first instinct is to fish deep.
I like to use the Navionics App on my phone to look at the bottom contour
of the body of water we will be fishing. A lot of depth finders have some
sort of map card that allows you to do the same thing. If you don’t have that
available and don’t want to download an app, Google Maps can also show
you bottom contours of most water systems.
I look for deep holes, thinking the fish will hold up where the water is
cooler. That covers what area and what depth we are going to fish. Then
you take what you already have and throw in your preferred technique.
I would suggest you do what you know and are comfortable with. We
have tried new techniques during tournaments and it ended up hurting us
more than helping. One great thing about having a Game Plan is that you
and your partner, if you fish with one, are already on the same page with
where you are going and what you are doing. There’s no confusion and you
have boosted your confidence in the process.
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You’ll catch more flatheads if you understand their unique behaviors.

L

ook at a flathead catfish and
you can tell immediately that this fish
is quite different from its relatives,
the blue cat and channel cat. From its
mottled brown to yellow coloration to its
protruding underlip and broad flattened
head, ol’ Pylodictis olivaris possesses
an appearance so unique it is instantly
identifiable. Even novice anglers know
how to distinguish it from other species.
As befits a fish so unique, the
flathead also exhibits many behavioral
traits that contrast sharply with other
species of whiskerfish. Anglers who
catch flatheads regularly—and these

Every catfish angler can immediately
distinguish a flathead from channel cats or
blue cats. They differ greatly in appearance
and behavior. Keith Sutton photo
folks comprise a small percentage of
the catfishing population—study these
mannerisms and use what they learn
to help them find and hook these fussy
fish. If you want to improve your odds for
catching a big flathead, that’s something
you must do, too.
To start, read the paragraphs
that follow and learn the feeding and
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locational behaviors that can help you
pinpoint flatheads and entice them to
bite.
Live Fish Preferred
Studies show that flatheads up to
2 feet long subsist primarily on a diet of
invertebrates, mostly crayfish when they
are available. So, when you’re hoping
to catch some eaters for the dinner
table, crawdads and other invertebrates
such as night crawlers make ideal bait
choices.
Small flatheads also scavenge
to some degree and will, in some
situations, take prepared stinkbaits,

During daylight hours, the best way to find
and hook an actively feeding flathead is to
drop a bait near dense woody tangles or
underwater cavities where these predators
hide to ambush passing prey. Mark Shealy
photo
dead baits, chicken liver and other smelly
enticements.
Flatheads greater than 2 feet long
eat mostly fish. Favorites differ from one
body of water to another, depending on
what’s available, but these include forage
fish such as sunfish, suckers, chubs,
shad and other catfish, particularly
bullheads.
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In these regards, flatheads aren’t
much different than channel cats and
blues. Small individuals of all three “If we want to catch flatheads
species can be caught on a wide variety specifically when we go fishing,
of baits, but larger individuals are more we must acquire an in-depth
likely to prefer offerings of fish. Flatheads knowledge of their habits and
differ, however, in their preference for
live offerings, particularly trophy-class apply that knowledge to the
flatheads, which almost always prefer ways we fish.”
live foods over dead. Thus, for consistent
success, savvy flathead anglers use live
exhibit such a liking for active, moving
fish for bait and nothing else.
There are exceptions to this rule, fish baits, it doesn’t make much sense
as there are to all rules, but flatheads to use anything else if you want to enjoy
the highest catch rate.

Catch, Photograph, Release
You’re likely to enjoy better
fishing for trophy-class flatheads if
you and your fellow anglers release
larger specimens. Ten years are
required to grow a 30-pounder,
even under the best circumstances.
Flatheads exceeding 50 pounds are
relatively rare individuals that may
be 20-30 years old. If you remove
a trophy flathead from a river or
lake, decades may pass before it
is replaced by a fish of comparable
size.
Small flatheads are much more
common than big ones, so if you’re
fish hungry, keep some smaller
ones to eat. Resist the temptation
to keep the heavyweights, and
encourage others to do likewise.
Shoot some photos, then carefully
remove the hook and release the
fish back into the water.

Tough to Catch in Winter
Here’s another thing worth knowing.
In temperate climes, flatheads feed
year-round, but feeding almost ceases
during the peak of spawning season,
and they feed little or none when the
water temperature falls below about 45
degrees F. They rarely are caught in
winter, unlike blue and channel catfish,
because they enter a period of torpor
(similar to hibernation) and rarely eat.
Knowing this, you’ll want to avoid
wasting your time fishing when the water
is ice cold. Your odds for success will
be much greater if you concentrate your
efforts during periods of high activity in
spring, summer and fall, like high-water
periods in spring and during the fishes’
“fattening-up-for-winter” period in fall.
Big-Water Denizens
Flathead catfish seldom thrive
in large numbers in small bodies of
water like ponds and creeks where
channel cats and blue cats do just fine.
However, flatties are well adapted to life
in rivers, larger man-made reservoirs
and many natural lakes where healthy
populations often produce excellent
fishing opportunities.
River flatheads generally avoid
heavy current. They prefer to hold in
slack-water areas behind current breaks
or in backwater areas with dense cover.
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At times, however, they will feed in
swift water at the ends of dikes and in
tailraces below dams.
Cover Lovers
When looking for flatheads during
daylight hours, focus your attention
on areas with dense woody cover, the
preferred home sites of these ambush
predators. A heavyweight flathead will
often squirm its way inside a tangled pile
of brush, then turn to face outward from
its hiding place so it can watch for forage
fish it will dart out to catch. Toppled
trees in the outside bends of rivers are
favored hiding spots, too, as are floating
piles of driftwood and cavities beneath
logs or rocks.
To catch these well hidden fish,
you’ll need to determine ways to present
live fish baits within such areas. A slipfloat rig fished with a 7- to 9-foot rod often

Heavyweight flatheads like all fish are
opportunistic feeders to some extent, but
they prefer meals of live fish when possible.
Consequently, live fish baits like this gizzard
shad are best for enticing trophy-class fish.
work best as you can more easily control
the movements of your live baitfish. The
long rod allows you to lift your line off the
water and “steer” your bait to hotspots
while keeping it from tangling you up.
At night, flatheads become more
active, leaving their brushy sanctuaries
and moving into more open, shallower
waters to feed. This is when you’re
more likely to catch them on live baits
presented on the bottom near structure
features that guide their movements.
Creek-channel edges, tributary mouths
and underwater humps often prove
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productive after the sun goes down.
Solitary Homebodies
When fishing for channel cats or
blue cats, it’s not uncommon to catch
several fish in one spot that are actively
feeding in loose schools. Adult flatheads,
on the other hand, tend to be solitary and
often are aggressive toward others of
their kind. A single parcel of prime cover
will usually yield only one full-grown
flathead—perhaps two if you’re lucky.
Flatheads aren’t very mobile either.
During the course of a year, they usually
roam no more than a mile from the
single unit of cover they call home. Blue
and channel catfish often travel great
distances as the seasons change—
sometimes hundreds of miles.
These two characteristics affect
the catch rates of many catfish anglers,
especially those of us who enjoy fishing
from shore. If you fish primarily from the
bank and not a boat, you must depend on
the enticing movement, taste, and smell
of a live baitfish to draw your quarry in.
Problem is, flatheads don’t move much,
and when they do, they roam alone. An
angler working a pool from the bank is
lucky to catch one decent flathead during
several nights of fishing.
The best fishing strategy, when
possible, is to use a boat to move from
one likely flathead hideout to another,
fishing each for 15 to 30 minutes before
moving to another spot. In this way,
you’re much more likely catch several
nice flatties during your allotted fishing
time. The angler who fishes one spot only
will often come up empty handed unless
conditions are such that flatheads are
roaming more in search of dinner.

If we want to catch flatheads
specifically when we go fishing, we must
acquire an in-depth knowledge of their
habits and apply that knowledge to the
ways we fish. Only then can we expect to
be successful in our efforts to battle with
these incredible freshwater sportfish.

Conclusion
Many people fish for flatheads
using the same techniques used for
blues and channel cats. But as you
can see, flatheads have very unique
behaviors that make them different from
their cousins.
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by Ron Presley

A self-made cat man with a passion for catching that one big fish

J

eff “Big Daddy” Dodd grew up in a
fishing family. The passion was bound to
rub off. His whole family loved to fish and
he learned from them, but when it comes
to catching catfish on rod and reel it was
his own doing. His dedication to learning
the Mississippi River led him to love it.
Now, even when he’s getting ready to
end one fishing day he is thinking about the
next one. He makes his living as a farmer,
and that is top priority, but catfishing is next
as witnessed on a September trip on the
Mississippi near his home town of Trenton,

Jeff Dodd likes nothing better than using his
Excel Cat Pro to find Old Sad Daddy
TN, following a tournament in Memphis.
“I’ve got to get back to work,” said
Dodd after spending a week in Memphis
for the Mississippi River Monsters
Tournament. “But I think I may be able
to work it out so I can fish that Bass Pro
Shops Big Cat Quest tournament in New
Madrid, MO. Cotton won’t quite be ready.”
With those thoughts of the future the
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discussion changed to explore his past as
it relates to his passion for fishing.
“When I was a kid my whole family
like to fish,” explained Dodd. “My fishing
goes back to my daddy and all his people.
They would all go fishing and put out a
bank pole. It would be an old willow pole
with number 24 staging on it and an old
rusty 6/0 hook. So now, don’t tell me those
fish get to smart.”
“I was raised up eating catfish too,”
continued Dodd. “We fished for about
every kind of fish there was. My daddy ate
fish till’ he died. He didn’t care what kind
it was. Bream, crappie, any fish, he didn’t
care. And, he lived at home until he was
92 years old and he still was eating fish.”

“I just had to figured it out by
myself.”

One of Dodd’s strategies is to keep fishing
when his partner catches a little one.
“My daddy would catch a few flatheads
on them old bank poles,” recalled Dodd.
“He had a big old kettle out there with a
burner under it. We would go fishing, bring
em’ in wash em’ and clean em’. He would
fire that kettle up. It was time to cook em’.
He always kept a bunch of french fries
handy and the neighbors would come
down and we would have an old fashion
fish fry. Anybody that came by could eat
fish.”
“One day, when it looked like we was
not going to have enough fish, daddy said,
‘You better start peeling some more taters,
we gotta’ feed em’ something.’”
As I got older I followed in his
footsteps. I got to where I could catch
some decent catfish on bank poles so I
decide I was gonna’ learn how to catch a
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big catfish on a rod and reel.”
Dodd describes his experience of learning
to catfish on rod and reel as “a long hard
journey with a lot of failures along the way.”
“I basically taught myself how to
fish,” said Dodd. “I was mostly fishing for
flatheads. I decided that if I could catch
them on a line I could catch them on a rod
and reel. I got up there on the Cumberland
River and I could catch them pretty good.
But I still couldn’t catch them on the
Mississippi. I just could not figure this river
out at first.”
“I can tell you now, I did not have
a whole lot of help,” offered Dodd. “I just
had to figured it out by myself. There is a
lot of difference in fishing the Cumberland
and fishing the Mississippi. I could anchor
anywhere I wanted on the Cumberland
River. I could drift anywhere I wanted

Dodd is shown here with Old Sad Daddy and
a good friend, Cara Beth Holt, who came to
see the weigh-in. In the background you see
Dodd’s partner of the day, Kenny Bivens, with
the weigh sling used to help prevent stress
on the fish and promote a good release.
to. I didn’t know anything about draggin’
baits back then. I thought you had to be
anchored to catch one.”
“I guess what really got me started
bumping was the Tennessee River. Just
like everybody did then, and still does, I
bumped bottom on that river. I would go up
there when the current was running, rig up
with a 2/0 hook, bait up with some turkey
livers and catch them 4 or 5 pounders all
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day long. Every once in a while, we would
get hold of one that would break our line
and we would think, ‘man that was probably
a pretty good one.’”
“Bumping bottom is all about what’s
on the bottom,” said Dodd. “You got to be
able to feel it. There are certain things that
good anglers feel for. I catch a lot of fish
out of a little spot I’ve felt. You would see
me pause, and look at the rod tip. I may
not have nothing, but that bait died right
there in that little spot. Well, anytime that
bait dies, that is where that fish is laying,
waiting on the bait. I can’t tell you how
many times I have paused, and just left it
in one spot, when one just picked it up and
hammered it.”
“I spent about 12 years learning the
Mississippi River,” said Dodd. “I have spent
days on that river without getting a bite.
Days, just trying to figure it out. Trying to
learn how to fish that river.”
“There wasn’t any information back
when I started. There wasn’t no videos,
there wasn’t no internet. People would
look at you like you was crazy if you asked
for information.”
“Finally, me and some of the boys
got to sharing some information. I tried
to take a little bit of what everyone knows
and throw it into one pot. Now I hold
back a little,” said Dodd. “But you gotta’
teach these new guys how to fish or the
tournaments will be gone. They will die.”
“Even today, I like to tell everybody
in my seminars ─ now don’t fish like me,
don’t fish like Roy Harkness, don’t fish
like those Masingale brothers. Try to get
a little information from everybody. That is
where your confidence comes from, when
you figure out how to do it for yourself.”
“There is really no right or wrong way
to fish. When you find out what works for
you, that’s the way you are gonna’ catch
fish. You just refine it for yourself.”
“Some people just want to know
where others are catching fish. I wasn’t
like that. I didn’t want to know where you
was fishing. I wanted to fish where you
ain’t never been, where no one has ever

been. And I found a few places like that. I
had places where I caught em’ good and
never saw another boat there.”
Dodd’s passion for solitude also led
him to have a passion for big fish. He’s
known for the nickname he gives to his
big catfish─Old Sad Daddy. He credits a
complete stranger for getting him started
with the name that has caught on across
the catfishing community.
“We were up there at Clarksville,”
explained Dodd. “I didn’t have a big fish,
he was just about 40 pounds. This old man
came by the boat and looked in. He said,
‘man I think you got Old Sad Daddy.’ I just
started saying that name when I had a
good one and it went from there.”

The Barge Bite is not a Myth
“I was reading on the internet
where some boys was saying the
barge bite was a hoax,” said Dodd.
“I’d say they ain’t done a whole lot
of fishing. The barge bite ain’t no
hoax.”
“I found that out when I used
to fish on the rope all the time.
Just straight anchor fishing. I’d
be settin’ on a hole 30 minutes
without a bite and a barge comes
through there and you get one.
Some bites are bigger than others
and sometimes you catch three or
four fish off a passing barge.”
“It aint no myth. You get on
that depth finder and get close
to one and you can see that it is
churning that bottom up. You got
15,000 horsepower back there, and
when they churn up that bottom,
they are also stirring up the bait
fish. You can be sure those fish
are gonna’ take advantage of it!”
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Old Sad Daddy is just about the only
fish Dodd wants to catch, but there are
exceptions.
“If I am tournament fishing I don’t care if
my partner catches every fish but one. I
just need to get one. I need to get that one
good one. That’s why I just like to run big
bait all the time.”
Bait is a big influence on Dodd’s big
fish passion. He says he’s caught big fish
on small bait, but that is unpredictable.
“A big fish will eat a smaller bait if
you get it in front of him. You just don’t
want to run all little bitty baits or the little
fish will worry you to death.”
“You also don’t want to get a little one
out of where a big one lives. You might
have a 20-pounder laying up above a big
one. You don’t want to catch him and miss

Dodd is shown here with his fishing partner
Roy Harkness. They teamed up to win the
World Championship of Catfishing on the
Tennessee River in July 2017.
Old Sad Daddy laying right behind him.”
“That’s why I like to keep fishing
when my partner’s got one on,” said Dodd.
“If I am not in his way I like to keep fishing.
We might get two on at the same time.”
“Now if we already got two biggins’ in
the well that’s different,” said Dodd. “I will
scale down to get some unders if I have to,
if I got to.”
Finding the big ones for Dodd begins
with reading the river. He says it changes
all the time and you have to be observant,
looking for the seams, eddies and structure.
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“Anytime you see a boil there is
something down there,” explains Dodd. “It
could be a tree or anything. In this river it
could be a sunken barge. If you find one
you want to fish around it a little while.”
He pointed downriver to a bank with
no rock on it. “I will tell you something you
can look for on the big river right here. If
you see a bank with rocks on it, that is
where the current is. That’s why the Corps
put rocks on it, to protect it. I like to fish
where the river leaves the bank. There will
be an eddy there and the river will leave
the bank. That water next to the bank will
smooth out. The current will be sweet right
there. Before I learned how to bump in the
swift current that is what I looked for.”
“My preference is to scan the sonar
looking for structure and fish,” offered
Dodd. “I am a deep-water fisherman and
I believe they like those deep holes. I’ve
caught a lot of fish out of deep holes.
When the river goes to rising I get my butt
spanked sometimes, because those fish
go shallow and I’m still fishing deep.”
“I once thought there was a set speed
you needed to drift, but there really isn’t.
I like to drift slow, I really do. The slower
the better. I will go to 8 ounces of weight
and slow my boat down just as much as
I can. I like it that way. But I have heard
people say you can’t catch fish more than
two miles per hour. That’s wrong. I do it all
the time.”
“I don’t know where one mile and
hour come from, but that bait moves down
the river faster than one mile per hour. I
have seen days where the fish were not
biting good and I sped the boat up. I think
the faster speed does not give them time to
think about it. You get what I call a reaction
bite.”
Sometimes those reaction bites result
in a big fish that starts running straight to
the boat. Sometimes they even try to pass
you.
“When they start running about
60, right towards you, that’s time to get
serious,” said Dodd. “It’s time to put some
line on the reel quick. That is usually the
sign of a good fish. That’s what the big fish

do. I have had them come all the way to
the boat and not know it was a good one.”
Dodd will have plenty more “good
ones” in his future, but he knows that
future depends on catfish anglers to some
extent.
“Where catfishing goes in the future
will depend on how us anglers treat it,”
concluded Dodd. “We have come a long
way in the catfishing world, but we have
to keep progressing. Things like selective
harvest and CPR will help. I know we have
to leave the resource better than we found
it, and I strive to preach that when every I
can.
“What I love most about catfishing
is that when you get a bite, and lay back
on that rod, it could be a five pounder or
it could be the next world record of 150
pounds. You just never know.”

- Ron Presley

IF YOU’RE NOT USING DRIFTMASTER...
GOOD LUCK!

MADE IN USA
.COM

ROD HOLDERS &
TROLLING SYSTEMS
BLACK RIVER TOOLS, INC.
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Trophy Catfish for the Future

by Eddie White

Less Stress, Healthier Fish

N atural
Stress
Ever catch a fish with fungus on it?

How about one infected with parasites?
When you do it is the sign of a fish that
has already been stressed in the natural

Anglers should always take the absolute best
care of the fish as possible. Notice how Ann
White holds the fish by the tail and under the
gill plates with the weight of the fish’s body
supported evenly.
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Eddie White is shown here fighting a fish after picking up the
rod and making a sweeping hookset, so the circle hook works
as intended. The hookset is the start of the excitement that
waits at the end of the line.
habitat and the immune
system is not as good as a
healthy fish. If anglers can
reduce the stress the fish
will be release with a higher
survival rate?

big catfish is the take down.
The rod doubles over and
you know there is a trophy
on the end of the line. The
fight is on! The next question
is, how long did it take to get
ol’ Mr. Whiskers in?
Catch Stress
The hookup is the first
Probably one of the most step of stress after the hook
exciting parts of catching a has penetrated the corner of
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the mouth. The longer it takes to get a
fish in, the more tired it will be. And, the
stress factor is steadily increasing.
The best thing you can do is get
that fatty landed as quickly as possible
without “horsing” the fish in. Normally you
grab the net and lift the fish to the bank or
into the boat.
The fish has been pulled out of the
environment where it has spent all of
its life, into a foreign territory. It will be
stressed.
Now, suppose you begin to remove
the hook and discover that the beast
has engulfed the circle hook and is now
bleeding out of the gills. If the hook is not
buried in the throat, cut the line as close
to the hook as you can before releasing
the fish.
Some anglers use the Mountain Dew
trick when the fish is bleeding. I have used
it and it works! I pour some Dew thru the
gills where the fish is bleeding, and the
citrus will cauterize the wound. It stops
the bleeding and you can release the fish
without having a trail of blood following
the fish as it returns to the depths of the
water.
Less Stress from Photos
With a trophy cat in the boat or on the
shore, most anglers like to take a photo. I
have a regular process for taking pictures
with the fish in mind. If I am in a boat I
will always put the fish in my livewell and
pump it with as much water and air as
possible.
If on the bank, I will have an extra
ice chest with me or a 5-gallon bucket,
to pour water over the fish. Alternatively,
I put the fish in the net and set it in the
water. Now I feel comfortable to get my

“The absolute worst thing an
angler can do is grab any fish
by the gills and hoist it up.”

Using circle hooks not only allows for easier
releases, but reduces the possibility of gill
hooking fish and causing extra stress. This
photo shows the perfect circle hook action,
hooking the fish in the corner of the mouth.
line back in the water, knowing that the
fish is in good shape, and reviving.
Personally, I don’t use lip grippers.
They can further stress the fish and reduce
the survival rate. Grabbing ol’ whiskers
by the mouth and holding vertically can
result in the possibility of no recovery.
The absolute worst thing an angler
can do is grab any fish by the gills and
hoist it up. I prefer (depending on size) to
grab the fish around the tail, run my hand
under the belly, and grip right before the
gills. For big, monster fish, this can be
more of a challenge, but can be done. In
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the same fashion, cradle the fish in your
arms and support it horizontally for taking Safe handling procedures, and a speedy
your trophy photo shots.
release, ensures that all trophy cats are
The time you hold the fish out of the successfully returned to the benefit of future
water matters too. It you have taken a lot
anglers and quality fisheries.
of time to get those shots you’re going to
show off for a lifetime, it may be time to
a successful revival, off he goes.
revive the fish again.
Watching people on social media
throwing or tossing a fish over the side of a
Release Stress Free
Now that the pictures are done, it boat always makes me cringe. We all have
is time for the release. Weather makes a experience dropping a fish accidentally,
difference. A winter fish is typically livelier setting it down on a hot floor, or leaving it
at release then a hot summer fish. The in a net as another rod bends over. If that
best way to tell if a fish is ready to go is is the case, just be sure to revive the fish
the absolute best you can to ensure less
how long it takes to kick its tail.
When the fish is lowered into the water stress.
Releasing a trophy fish, is just about
and is taking longer than expected to kick
as
much
fun as catching one. Taking
its tail and swim off, more resuscitation is
a good option. Many anglers move a fish proper care to ensure their survival is
back and forth in the water. This is not always a must. The result of proper fish
the best method since it is not natural to care is the opportunity for other anglers
the fish. If possible, face the fish into a to catch a trophy catfish of a lifetime.
current to allow oxygen to run through the
gills. Hold the fish gently or cradle it. With
- Eddie White
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Catfish Basics #026

Put Your Time in on the Water
Jeremiah Keen and Andy Williams

Tournament anglers Jeremiah Keen and Andy
Williams credit much of their success to their ability to
pattern catfish. Knowing whether to go up river, down
river, to fish deep or shallow, to cover structure or flats
is an essential tool in finding that fish of a life time or to
catch numbers of fish. Williams and Keen study water
charts to pin point spots on their maps where fish are
likely to congregate at that particular time.
“Time on the water and knowledge of the blues
behaviors have been essential to knowing where to fish,”
said Williams.
“Blue Cats are more migratory than other species,” said Keen. “Knowing where
and when to look will help you in both quantity and quality of fish. Remember to pay
attention to water conditions, temperature, and weather, and soon you will notice
the patterns that will bring success to your next trip.”

Come join us for three
remaining regular
scheduled events.
The last three chances to
qualify for one or both of the

2017 Cabela’s King Kat
Championships.

2017
Remaining Schedule
8/11-12/2017
8/19/2017

Ft. Madison, IA
Quincy, IL

8/25-26/2017

Paducah, KY

Northern Championship
September 22&23, 2017 - Gallatin, TN

Southern Championship
October 6&7, 2017 - Camden, SC

King Kat Trail
220 Mohawk Ave
Louisville KY 40209
Phone: 502-384-5924
Fax: 502-384-4232
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HOW TO?

B’n’M How To
Finding and Keeping Bottom
with Jeff “Big Daddy” Dodd
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by Tim Huffman

Saying I’m out of my elements in
a catfish boat is an understatement. I’m

comfortable in any crappie boat or crappie
fishing situation but when chasing flatheads
with two tournament pros, I’m out of my
comfort zone.
My huge advantage was that the boat
I boarded included Joey Pounders, Jay
Gallop, and CatfishNow editor Ron Presley.
Pounders and Gallop were set to do a showand-tell on the process of catching flatheads
with a method they call Aggressive Anchor
Fishing. The following are five tips learned
during the trip.
Tip #1- Fresh Bait
A typical method for catching bait is to
watch electronics to find balls of shad and
throw a net to catch them. That works great
but Pounders and Gallop often catch bait
during a tournament so time is critical.
“If we are catching bait while others
are fishing we need a quick way to put bait
into the boat,” says Pounders. “We push the
shad with the boat into shallow water. It’s a
matter of making repeated throws of the net
until we get the size and number of bait we
need.”
“There is no better tip for a novice
than to have fresh, lively bait. Don’t crowd
the bait tank. Pick the biggest shad with

“ Not set ting the hook is a
hard habit to b r e ak when
you get excit e d dur ing a
bit e .”

the most stamina. A 7- to 10-inch shad can
catch a three-pound catfish but can also
attract a 60-pound flathead.”
Tip #2- Trust Your Electronics
Use the electronics before ever
considering stopping to fish. “We want to
see fish, but that isn’t a requirement,” says
Pounders. “We are looking for the right
situation, depths and cover. If it’s a spot that
should hold them we’ll fish it.”
The spot chosen on our trip was a
200-yard stretch of river that had thick
cover along the bank of the Alabama River.
There was very little cover above or below
the spot making it a prime location.
Pounders continues, “The decision is
a combination of electronics and your gut
feeling from experience. We don’t see fish
here but we have found trees in 25 to 40
feet of water so the fish should be there.
We also have steep banks and rock walls
with cover. We like to pull the boat up on the
bank so we can keep the boat and baits as
still as possible.”
Tip #3 is Setup
Having quality equipment makes
setup easier. Their trolling motor has
Anchor-Lock, allowing them to anchor out
in the river without having to drop physical
anchors.
Current, depths, contours and the
type and density of cover all play a factor in
the boat position. Experience is an obvious
advantage but a good position to the cover
is very important. A little thought will put
anyone in a good position.
Gallop says, “We often set our trolling
motor on Anchor-Lock to hold us in a specific
spot in the water. It works well but jamming
the nose of the boat up on the bank is the
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most stable. Plus, if you do it in the right
spot you can be in the shade when it’s hot
in the middle of the day. That can make a
more comfortable fishing situation.”
Pounders and Gallup spread baits
around with poles placed in holders on
the back of the boat. Lobbing a bait a long
distance is a learned process. The trick is to
be fluid so baits aren’t ripped off during the
cast. The right pole is important, too.
Pounders says, “We seem to do better
at 35-40 feet in the afternoons but only the
biggest shad will stay alive down deep. We
would rather fish shallower when possible.

Finding the right area to fish is critical. Two
trees crossed, laying on the bottom indicated
a potential flathead spot. Fishing this spot
proved the choice was a good one.
Pick your best shad that are lively. A person
in a hospital bed can be alive but can’t run
a sprint because they are sick. A shad can
be alive but have nothing left to be lively
and attract a fish. Our goal is to get 20 to 25
minutes from each shad.”
“We elevate our bait by using a 4-foot
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long leader from the swivel to the weight.
We use a 12-inch leader from the swivel for
the shad. We use a shorter weight line in
shallow water and longer in deeper. In over
35 feet of water we’ll go up to a 6-foot line.
We want the shad to be seen, active and
up off bottom where he is easier to eat. If
the bait is up and on one side of a log the
catfish can still see and find it. If the bait is
on bottom he will never see it.”
Tip #4…Catch the Fish
The way my fishing played out on this
trip I have no authority to give advice, but
am glad to pass along what the experts say.
Pounders says, “One of the biggest
problems catching flatheads is not being
patient. Most of the time it is going to be a
very slow pull down and the fish will let it go.
He will pull it down and let it go. Maybe on
the third pull he will bury the pole. It might

Catching bait is the first step to successful
flathead fishing. Fresh and lively is the key
to more bites.
take seven times so be patient. A rod about
halfway pulled over is our guide to know he
probably has the hook in him. We want to
err on the side of patience because the fish
are hard to catch.”
The fish will often take the bait and
back into their hole. Setting the hook will
just pull the bait out of their mouth. We use
circle hooks so we want him to turn his head
to give us a better chance of hooking. Not
too much pressure. Give and take a little
bit. We reel as fast as we can but if he goes
into a tree you just have to give him slack
and play with him and sometimes you’ll still
catch him.”
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Gallop says, “Not setting the hook is
a hard habit to break when you get excited
during a bite. When the fish pulls down a lot
but you don’t think he has it yet, just flip the
bail and let him have more line. Once you
are confident that he has the bait just start
reeling.”
I had two huge fish on during my
day with Pounders and Gallup. The pros
estimated them in the 30- to 50-pound range
by the force placed on the pole. Something
that must be learned is the proper way
to fight the fish. I must say that fighting a
40-pound flathead is a little different than a
1.5-pound crappie.
Pounders says, “It’s important to have
only 5 to 7 pounds of drag coming out of the
rod. A fish can shock the line with a sharp
jerk if the drag isn’t loose. A proper drag will
help catch more fish. Reel as hard as you
can to keep him out of the trees, but have
the drag set right. Fights won’t always end
with a win.”
That last statement is definitely true.
My first fish was on for a while but it really
never stopped pulling drag. I couldn’t turn it.
It went into what we figured was a hole. We
could give slack and he was still on but we
never moved him from the hole. The second
fish was on for a short while but made a
hard run straight into a submerged laydown
and pulled loose. Still, the adrenaline rush
was awesome.
It’s obvious that Pounders’ and
Gallop’s flathead tactics work. That morning
they caught several good catfish but none
in the weight range they were hoping to
catch. They put me on some good ones that
afternoon but we didn’t land them.

When the action starts it’s fun and exciting.
There is no relaxing until the fish has been
netted.
“Line is Vicious braid, usually 80-pound
because of the structure. A fish rubbing the
line against wood can break a smaller line.
A three-way swivel is tied to the main line. A
50-pound mono line about 14 inches long is
the leader to the hook. From the other leg of
the swivel is 30-pound test mono about four
feet long with a weight tied to the end. If it
gets hung it can be broken off and another
weight and leader added without losing our
hook. Hooks are Gamakatsu #8 circle hooks.
Our weights are nuts and bolts because we
can usually find them free. We can use a big
bolt and if we need more weight just screw
a nut on it.”

Tip #5- Have the Right Equipment
“Poles are 10-foot B’n’M Silver Cat
Magnums. They have a perfect tip to see
bites and toss baits. The backbone handles
any size fish. Reels are 20 to 30-yearold Diawa 7000 and 9000 reels. We use
them because they are stronger than what
we can get today. We use Driftmaster Final Notes
holders. Heavy duty, quality holders are a
Why target flatheads? The team says
requirement.”
they learned to fish for flatheads on their
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home water that has few blues. Today
they use live bait and look for fish other
tournament fishermen aren’t targeting,
saying “We are throwing chicken when
others are throwing steak.”
They have not wet a hook during
tournament practice days in two years.
They believe their time is better spent using
electronics to study spots to fish. They give
each waypoint a rating up to four stars.
Plus, they are not catching fish they’ll need
during the tournament.
“A fisherman who can’t find or don’t
want to go after fresh bait can use goldfish
or bluegill but they are not as good. I don’t
like bluegill because they are too smart and
will swim into the cover and hangup,” says
Gallop.
As a first timer, I was fortunate to
go with experienced, expert fishermen. I
dropped the ball by not keeping the big fish
from getting into the cover and eventually
getting free although I was told it is part of
catfishing. My dream of a big catfish was

Jay Gallop and Joey Pounders display a
morning catch from the Alabama River.
definitely on the hook but it didn’t happen.
However, my adrenaline rush was on
overload. I can’t wait to get back and try it
again.
Jay Gallop and Joey Pounders have
fished tournaments for five years. They’ve
had 20 top 10 finishes, 13 top 5, and were
runners-up in a Cabela’s Championship,
fifth last year and another fifth-place finish
in 2017. Sponsors include B’n’M Poles,
Driftmaster Rod Holders, Vicious line, TTIBlakemore, King Catfish, and Betts Nets.
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CATFISH SPEAK

“Oh Dad!”:

An expression used to highlight any
unusual event while catfishing. Like losing a
big one or even catching a big one. There are
lots of opportunities for this one. For effect, you
can extend the O so it is Ooooooh Dad. Konkle
propagated the phrase on his popular YouTube
channel. Check him out at FV Catfishing.

Ty Konkle: B’n’M Rods-Driftmaster
Rodholders-Team Catfish Tackle
CatfishSpeak - The Language of Catfishing
Like any other sport, catfishing has a verbiage of its own. From
catfish slang to useful phrases, catfish anglers communicate in a
special language. CatfishNow plans to keep you up to date with this
angler blending of the English language and catfish jargon that we will
call CatfishSpeak. Send us your favorite.
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by Ron Presley

Woo em’ with catfish

M
any of these kids never held a
fishing pole and certainly never touched

The Cherokee County Chamber
of Commerce & Tourism sponsored the
local event along with many great local

many of the children attending the first
ever C.A.S.T. (Catch A Special Thrill)
for Kids event on Weiss Lake, AL in
September of 2017.

While some volunteer captains took kids
on the water other volunteers hosted them
on the shore.

a catfish. That was about to change for
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supporters. Thirty very special children
and their families enjoyed a day of fun
and fishing at the Cherokee County, AL
lake.
Volunteer
boat
captains
and
guides, familiar with the beauty and
bounty of Weiss Lake, hosted the kids
on an adventure they would not soon
forget. Along with the 30 kids were 53
enthusiastic volunteers. Twenty of the
volunteers were boat captains and 33
were shore bound volunteers.

“…this was the only way I was
going to wow these kids…”
Thereasa
Hulgan,
Executive
Director, of the Cherokee County Chamber
of Commerce & Tourism pronounced the
event a huge success, with a very good
turnout for a first-time event.
“The event is free for special needs
children,” explained Hulgan. The C.A.S.T.
foundation is great to work with. We had
someone who had participated in one
of their events on another lake call me
several months ago. The Chamber was
looking for a project to partner with our
Board of Education. They hold Special
Olympics each Spring. This event fit
perfectly. Our community got behind
it and raised the money to support the
event.”
“C.A.S.T. provided tee shirts,
plaques, caps, fishing rods, and tackle
boxes for the kids. Our business
community supplied bags filled with lots
of goodies, including tackle, worms,
crickets, hooks, and snacks. At lunch we
had hotdogs, chips, cupcakes, and drinks.
There were inflatables for the kids to play
on in between fishing. A great group of
volunteers made the event a success.”
One local guide had been planning
for months to participate in the event. He
worried more about it as the time for the
event approached, because he wanted

Big catfish brought big smiles to the kids
participating in the Weiss Lake C.A.S.T.
for Kids event. Capt. Chad Hale is shown
here with one of the kids.
the kids to have an experience that they
would remember. Not many would have
guessed how his solution would include
catfish.
“I was worried about the children’s
ability to maneuver around,” said Capt.
Chad Hale, owner operator of Anthony’s
Guide Service. “More than anything, I
wanted them to catch a fish of a lifetime.
Most of them may only get one chance.”
Captain Hale, a U.S. Coast Guard
Licensed Master Captain, operates his
fulltime, year-round guide service on
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Weiss, Guntersville, and Neely Henry
Lakes in NE Alabama.
“Two days before the event it dawned
on me,” reported Hale. “After being awake
for hours every night worrying about how
to take care of these kids, I knew what I
would do.”
Hale decided to put out some fishing
noodles (jug lines). “I’m going to put
noodles out before daylight. In my mind
this was the only way I was going to wow
these kids in the few hours I would have
with them.”
“My wife and other volunteers
helped children that just wanted to bank
fish,” continued Hale. “Other boaters took
crickets and worms to help kids catch
bream and small bass.”
“I ran kids back and forth to the
noodles that was swimming everywhere,”
joked Hale. “I wanted them to have a
chance to actually catch their own fish and
possibly experience some huge splashing
and crashing. I still love that myself!”
Hale’s late-night revelation worked
to perfection. “I let them steer the boat

Capt. Hale poses with a big cat and two of
the children back at the boat ramp.
while we ran the noodle lines down. When
we found a noodle with a catfish, I let them
grab it or hand it off if needed. We pulled
in about a dozen catfish.”
“It is hard to describe the reaction of
these kids,” continued Hale. “I don’t think
anyone has ever seen or felt it, whatever
it was. And, I say that because I had never
felt anything like it before.”
The kids were not the only ones to
have a good time. “Lots of good people
came forward to make this day one of the
greatest fishing days of the Hale family’s
life,” concluded Hale. “This this event was
spectacular!”
The C.A.S.T. for Kids Foundation
acknowledged the event for its success
in a press release. “Every child is worth
celebrating, can overcome limitations and
have a victorious day. From the looks on
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C.A.S.T. FOR KIDS ─ WEISS LAKE, 2017
Each child received a tee shirt, plaque,
cap, fishing rod, and a tackle box from
C.A.S.T. and a goodie bag from the Weiss
Lake supporters.
the children’s faces during the event all
of the children had a great time. Thanks
again for everyone who made this event
possible.”
“A special thanks to Jeff Barns with
C.A.S.T. for Kids,” concluded Hulgan.
“He gave us the chance to work with
the kids and we hope to make this an
annual event on Weiss Lake for special
needs children. We had a great time
as volunteers. The kids were precious.
They had a great time too.”
- Ron Presley

This photo captures the joy of some of
the kids as they return to home base. The
smiles and the thumbs up say it all.
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C.A.S.T. for Kids is an organization established in 1996
around a slogan of “Getting more kids fishing, more often.” They
pursue their goal through events like the one held on Weiss
Lake. The events are part of their Fishing Kids Program. Events
are designed to create and provide more fishing opportunities
for urban youth, ages 5-14.
Goals of the Fishing Kids Program
• Provide a meaningful and enjoyable fishing opportunity to
local youth
• Promote fishing as an alternative leisure activity
• Offer education elements such as angler ethics, fish
identification, and water safety to local youth
• Develop skills that provide a lifelong hobby
Weiss Lake C.A.S.T. for Kids Event Sponsors
Lew’s, Cherokee County Schools, ACE Hardware, Flambeau
Outdoors, Save Weiss Lake, Cherokee County Chamber of
Commerce, Weiss Lake Improvement Association, Cherokee
Electric Cooperative, Advertising Dynamics Georgia, Cherokee
Medical Center, Floyd Primary Care, Observer
Alabama Mountain Lakes Tourist Association
Bobby Ledbetter Twin City Used Cars
Cherokee County Commission
Main Street Family Urgent Care
Anthony’s Guide Service
Model Tees, Crappie Guide Weiss Lake, The Learning Tree of
Alabama,
Berthel Fisher Investments, Bay Springs Country Inn & Marina,
Crappie Masters
OK Tire, Coosa Corner, Cherokee County Sheriff Dept, Cherokee
County Rescue Squad, Cherokee EMS. Happenings Inflatables,
Graves Three Rivers Landing, Ingles, Mack Wilson, Weiss Lake
Pumpers
You can learn more about the C.A.S.T. programs by visiting
their website at http://C.A.S.T.forkids.org.
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HOW TO?

CFN How To
Fish Your Conditions
with Chris Grose, Siegler Reels
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Mississippi River
Monsters 2017
by Ron Presley

The challenge of a repeat

W
hat are the odds of winning a catfish
tournament with 166 boats and twice as many

anglers competing? The odds are pretty high.
What are the odds of repeating in a tournament
that you won the previous year. Astronomical!
Those odds were beaten at the 2017
Mississippi River Monsters (MRM) tournament
in Memphis. The September 16, 2017 event
was the second of what has become one of
the most popular catfish tournaments in the
nation.
Men, women, and youth anglers

The M asingale brother s, Jason and
Dar yl won the 2017 M R M in a repeat
vic tor y. They also c aught Big Fish
of the tour nament. They are shown
here with their 7 7. 27- pound blue.
anticipate the tournament for months, knowing
that they will be competing against the best of
the best. To win is an ultimate achievement.
Conservation is high on the list of
MRM priorities. Organizers wanted the fish
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to be taken care of and enlisted the help of
Tennessee Wildlife Resource Agency (TWRA)
to achieve their goal. Between the MRM
volunteers, the Fishlife crew, and the TWRA a
great job was done to keep good care of the
fish.
When the weigh-in was over, weighmaster
Jody Harrison and company had weighed
in 325 fish, totaling 5,165 pounds! Bass Pro
Shops personnel had conducted water quality
studies, the TWRA had measured, tagged,
resuscitated, and returned all those fish to the
water.
Harrison reported, “From what I have
heard, we did not lose a single fish! How amazing
is that? It just shows what a commitment
these anglers make to conservation and for
preserving the sport for the next generation.”
First Place
Out of those 325 fish, that weighed more
than 5,000 pounds, five of them belonged to the
repeat winners, Jason and Daryl Masingale.
Their bag of 158.67 pounds, included the Big
Fish of the tournament at 77.27 pounds.
“Winning any tournament is not easy,”
said Daryl. “That especially applies to the

B’n’m’s Roy Har kness and D on S weat
listened intently at the st anding room
only Capt ain’s M eeting. They went
on to win sec ond plac e with 132.97
pounds.
MRM tournament. We seem to have a knack
for somehow putting wins together, but none
have come easy. We put lots of hard work and
time into each tournament we fish.”
“The MRM is a topnotch tournament
and one that brings the best of the best to the
Mississippi River to test their skills,” continued
Daryl. “When you show up for the captains
meeting on Friday night and see all the other
teams in one room, it sinks in and you realize
how hard it will be to win the tournament. It’s
then that you realize that you will need some
luck on your side as well.”
“To win it once is a feat and something
to be very proud of,” said Daryl. “To win it two
years in a row is almost unthinkable. We heard
a few say there was no way we could win it
twice in a row. We knew it would be very hard,
but never lost the confidence that we could do
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it again. All we wanted was for the fish to give
us a chance, they did, and we capitalized.”
Jason and Daryl had a strategy to stay
close to the downtown area. They wanted to
get as much fishing time in as possible.
“The area we fished is very popular,”
offered Daryl. “We knew it was a gamble to
fish an area that had been prefished hard for
over a week straight. We wondered if we were
making a mistake, but went with our gut feeling
and stuck to our plan.”
“We stayed close, kept moving and
fished hard,” continued Daryl. “We kept
baits in the water for as many minutes of the
tournament as possible.”
“The first area we fished had 20 boats
on it first thing Saturday morning. We knew
it wasn’t going to last long. We also knew we
wasn’t going to catch many fish because of the
fishing pressure that area had experienced all
week long.”
Only two fish came to the Masingale

Jason Jac kson f rom Illinois and
Tyler M oses f rom A labama weighed
in 120.5 8 pounds to c laim the third plac e spot.
boat from that area, and they came within the
first 30 minutes of the tournament.
“After 2 1/2 hours we knew we needed to
move to less popular waters,” revealed Daryl.
“We expected fewer opportunities for fish, but
we were only looking for 8 to 10 good bites for
the day.”
Team Masingale stuck with their pattern
for the rest of the day. They fished five different
spots to catch their winning weight.
“We didn’t get the 8 to 10 bites we
wanted,” reported Daryl. “We only got seven,
but with a little luck we got the right seven
bites. We didn’t catch 20-plus fish like several
teams we talked to. They were on numbers of
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fish, we just got the quality bites.”
“Our bites were spaced out and there
were hours between bites,” continued Daryl.
“Jason and I both had to keep each other
motivated and thinking positively. It can get
very frustrating when you fish so hard and
don’t have anything to show for it. Staying
positive is key to being successful.”
“We made a team decision twice that
day that made the difference,” said Daryl. “We
decided to fish two areas we had never fished.
We adapted to fishing with all the high pressure
prefishing that had gone on and picked two
areas that we thought were not fished as hard.
Those two areas produced our last two fish of
the day.”
“Skill is involved in making decisions
under pressure; skill is involved putting
together a good plan; skill is involved when
getting your baits in the areas the fish like to
hide; and skill is involved after getting the bite
and fighting the fish to the boat. But luck plays

An enthusiastic crowd watched more
than 5,000 pounds of catfish weighed in.
a factor too. You must have a certain amount
of luck to get the one or two big bites you need
for the day.”
“While waiting in the weigh-in line we
knew we had a very respectable weight, but
didn’t think we had enough to win. We didn’t
weigh our two biggest fish in the boat so we
weren’t really sure what we had. We thought
we might have 135 to 140 pounds. We thought
it would take 160 pounds to win. When the
scales flashed 158, we both couldn’t believe
it. It was then that the thought creeped into
our minds. We could win, we might actually
repeat. It is still hard to believe, that we pulled
off the repeat. It is slowly sinking in.”
“Ultimately, we feel blessed,” concluded
Daryl. “We feel blessed to have the opportunity
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to fish with the best group of fishermen around.
It is the people who put all the hard work into
is
a
t opnotch
putting the tournament on; it’s 166 teams of the “… M R M
and one that
best men and women who have ever fished t our nament
that we get to compete against that makes us br ings the be st of the b e st t o
feel blessed; It’s our sponsors that believe in the M is sis sip pi R i ve r t o t e st
us that make us feel blessed; It’s the sponsors
thei r skills…”
of this tournament that believe in all of the
fishermen who fish this tournament that make
us feel blessed. The MRM is a tournament we spot. They weighed in 120.58 pounds to earn
hope continues year after year and continues their position.
to draw positive attention to catfishing and
“We were back bouncing in 45 to 60 feet
conservation.”
of water,” reported Jackson. “We caught our
fish using skipjack along a channel ledge.”
Second Place
It was a hot day weather wise and a hot
Roy Harkness fished with his father-in- bite for the Jackson/Moses team. “We caught
law, Don Sweat, to claim the runner up spot at about 20 to 25 fish for the day,” said Jackson.
MRM 2017. The B’n’M Poles team weighed in “It was a pretty common day except for one
a bag of 132.97 pounds to claim the second- unusual catch.”
place spot.
“We caught a 22 pound under that was
“We had located some fish earlier in the 32 inches long,” revealed Jackson. “The fish
week on our electronics,” stated Harkness. had a genetic defect on its tail that made it
“I felt that if we could find two good fish, and short.”
some decent unders, we might get a top-ten
That out of the ordinary short fish may
finish. A drift through the fish on tournament have made the difference between third and
day resulted in no decent bites. We had to fourth place, since Jason Aycock and Hunter
make an adjustment.”
Jones finish only a few pounds behind Jackson
“Using our electronics, we marked a and Moses.
couple of fish,” continued Harkness. “Instead
“Mississippi River Monsters is one of
of drifting we anchored up above the fish and the toughest field of competitors I’ve seen,”
walked baits back to them. We continued to concluded Jackson.
fish on the rope and put our big fish in the boat
along with several nice under fish.”
Final Comments
“The fish kept moving on us so we started
The remaining teams in the top 12
drifting some other spots. We were moving in all weighed in more than 100 pounds of
and out until we got bit. Our strategy was to Mississippi River Monsters. A check of the
keep baits in the water as long as we could.” leader board showed that the top 20 teams
We tried to fish where we felt others would not weighed in more than 80 pounds, and the top
normally fish. By the end of the day we had 35 teams weighed in more than 70 pounds.
caught about 17 fish.”
With his second Mississippi River
Harkness credited teamwork as a big Monsters catfish tournament under his
part of their success. “My father-in-law and I belt, tournament director George Young Jr.
do well together. We know what each other is earned a short breather before beginning
thinking and keep each other coached up and the preparations for next year’s event.
in the game. Communications is important Tournaments like this don’t just happen. They
between teammates. It can all change at any require a lot of hard work and dedication to
second.”
the sport. George Young, Jr and his band of
catfish fanatics should be commended for
Third Place
their success.
Jason Jackson from Illinois and Tyler
Moses from Alabama claimed the third-place
- Ron Presley
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CATFISH CLUBS
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at catfishnow.com
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CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
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KEN FREEMAN
DICK HINRICHSEN
JEREMY COE
BRETT COLLINS
DAVID STUDABAKER
STEVE DOUGLAS
SCOTT WILSON
GLEN ORR
KEN HAGEN
GLENN FLOWERS
MATT SANDERS
JERRY DILLARD
HUNTER LIVINGSTON
CHAD WAUGH
TIM ORR
AMANDA JOHNSON
MICHAEL PRICE
STEVE DOBBS
JOHNNY COLEMAN/BOBBY MILLER
CHRIS WALLACE
JOSH VANOVER
NEAL CRAIG /JUSTIN VAUGHT
BARD KILPATRICK
DARRYL MILLER
HUGH THOMPSON
GEORGE YOUNG
AARON WHEATLEY
MARK BARILLA
FRANK
BRUCE CONNER
BRAD DURICK
BRAD DURICK
LORI
BRIAN SNIPES JOSHUA COGGINS
VANCE NADOSKY (513)379-2655
KELVIN HORN
TOMMY WALSH
MICHAEL PRICE
ALEX NAGY
CHUCK MCCOY
JUSTIN RUSSELL
RAY HERALD

Why We Catfish

A Guest Editorial by Kris Flores

Editor’s note: Kris Flores is an avid catfish angler, YouTuber, and proprietor of
Muddy River Catfishing. His easy going nature, his passion for catfish and his love
of fishing with family has helped create a YouTube following of more than 70,000
subscribers.

Joy, excitement and happiness

M
y dad w a s t h e o n e wh o
int roduc ed m e t o f i s h i n g . I w as six-

Kris is passing his passion for fishing
on to his son just as his dad did to him.
He is shown here with his son Alex.

mo nt hs -old wh e n h e t o o k m e to we t
my f i r s t line.
S urpris ing l y, i t w a s m y m o m wh o
t aught my dad h o w t o f i s h . B e f o r e th e y
met my dad ha d n e v e r b e e n f i s h in g in we e ke n d s ta kin g m y m o m and uncl es
h is l i f e. I t wa s m y g r a n d p a r e nts o n o u t to th e la ke .
I m u st h a ve b e e n about fi ve
my mot her ’s s i d e t h a t r e a l l y e njo ye d
ye
a
r
s
o ld wh e n m y d a d took me out
t he out doors . T h e y ’ d s p e n d m a n y
to o u r lo ca l d a m to d o so me fi shi ng.
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H e bai ted up my o l d Z e b c o 2 0 2 co m b o Family time is par t of the f ishing
w ith some f res h c h i c k e n l i v e r s a n d exper ienc e in the Flores family.
to ssed it out b e h i n d a b i g o l d r o ck K r is’s son A lex and daughter Isa
s itti ng jus t belo w t h e d a m .
(Isabel) admire a nic e c at f ish f rom
It was n’t l o n g b e f o r e m y p o le
one of their family tr ips.
s tart ed t o dou b l e o v e r a n d be fo r e
I kn ew it , t he f i g h t w a s o n ! I c a u g h t
m ysel f a t wo-p o u n d c h a n n e l c a t th a t r e e l in th e b e a st a t th e o t her end of
d ay and I reme m b e r h o w p r o u d I wa s th e lin e . T h e fig h t g o e s o n for several
o f my t rophy c a t c h . I t w a s n ’ t m y fir st m in u te s, th e so u n d s o f d rag pul l i ng
fish i n g t rip, but i t ’s p r o b a b l y t h e fir st
c atfi sh t hat I c a n r e m e m b e r c a t ch in g .
T hes e day s , I ’ m t h e o n e b a itin g
h ooks and c ast i n g o u t l i n e s f o r m y
k id s. A s we s it a n d w a i t f o r a b i te , we
ta lk a bout s c ho o l , a d v e n t u r e s we ’ve
h ad, h ow t he s t a r s w e r e m a d e , wh a t
i f th e m oon was m a d e o f c h e e s e , a n d
e ve n about wh a t w e ’ d d o i f alie n s
a bducted us . K i d s h a v e t h e w ild e st
i magi n at ions .
T hen in t h e m i d d l e o f o n e o f o u r
d eep c onv ers at i o n s , w e h e a r t h a t b e ll
r ing as if a f ire a l a r m w a s g o i ng o ff.
M y ki d ’s ey es l i g h t u p a n d t h e y r u sh
fo r t he f is hing p o l e . T h e y s t r u g gle to
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clo u d s with b e a u tifu l p in ks and reds
Waiting for the bite and enjoying the a n d p u r p le s. I wa tch th e stars as they
beaut y of M other Nature is the best a wa ke n a n d lig h t u p th e s ky. I w atch
th e m o o n r ise a s it ca sts shadow s
par t of f ishing to Flores.
th r o u g h th e tr e e s. T h e se are the
th in g s r e ch a r g e m y so u l a nd mai ntai n
a nd wat er s pla s h i n g , n o o n e k n o win g m y sa n ity.
I g u e ss th e r e a l r e ason I go
if t he f is h will f i n d a w a y t o e s c ap e o r
if w e will be luck y e n o u g h t o g e t it in to fish in g is b e ca u se it’s p a rt of w ho I
am.
t he net .
Th en, at l a s t , t h e n e t d i p s in to
t he w at er and o u t c o m e s t h e f i sh . As
- Kris Flores
I l ook at m y k i d s , I s e e t h e i r j o y a n d
e x ci t em ent and i t g i v e s m e a f ee lin g
o f h appines s t h a t i s l i k e n o o t h e r. It’s
a t t hi s ex ac t m o m e n t t h a t I r e a l i ze wh y
my d ad would t a k e m e f i s h i n g w h e n I
Why We Catfish Guest Editorial
w as j u s t a k id.
This
column
is provided for reader submitted
People as k m e w h y I l i k e to g o
editorials on Why We Catfish. If you have
f is hi n g. S ome s a y i t ’s b o r i n g t o ju st
a short story related to why you catfish,
sit t here and wa i t f o r a b i t e . I t e l l th e m
you may submit it for consideration and
t he wait is t he b e s t p a r t .
publication in a future issue of CatfishNow.
As I wait , I l i s t e n t o t h e r e d win g
Send submissions of 500 words or less
b la ck b irds s ing t h e i r s o n g s . I l i ste n to
and one or two photos to Ron Presley at
t he wi n d rus t le t h r o u g h t h e c a t ta ils. I
presleyr@bellsouth.net.
list en t o t he wa t e r a s i t f l o w s . I wa tch
t he su ns et as i t p a i n t s t h e s k y a n d
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CATFISH CALENDAR
(Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.)
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
NOV
NOV
NOV
NOV
NOV
NOV
NOV
NOV
NOV
NOV
NOV
NOV
DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC

21st
21st
21st
21st
21st
21st
21st
22nd
22nd
28th
28th
28th
4th
4th
4th
4th - 5th
10th - 12th
11th
11th
18th
18th
18th
18th
26th
2nd
2nd
8th
9th
9th - 10th
16th

CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
GETNHOOKED
KANAWHA RIVER
OHIO VALLEY CATFISHING
OLD DOMINION
WHISKEY CITY
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS
FLATHEAD BLUES
HOLD’EM HOOK
JKV CATFISHING
SOUTHWEST OHIO CATFISH
FISHIN BLUES
FLATHEAD BLUES
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
TUGNJUGS
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACKS
GETNHOOKED
CATFISH MAFIA
HOLD’EM HOOK
OLD DOMINION
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS
JKV CATFISHING
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
GETNHOOKED
OLD DOMINION
CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
CATFISH MAFIA

LAKE BELTON
MT.CARMEL
SOONER LAKE/WEST SIDE RAMP
POINT PLESANT
NEWBURG LANDING
HOPEWELL MARINA
TANNERS CREEK
KAW POINT
HOOVER RESERVOIR
GUNTERSVILLE
LEAVENWORTH
TBD
WAURIKA
HOOVER RESERVOIR
FISHING CREEK RESERVOIR
GEIST 4th
CLASSIC 5th
KEYSTONE LAKE
LAKE WHEELER
KEYSTONE LAKE
LOWER POTOMAC
INGALLS HARBOR
HOPEWELL MARINA
MEMPHIS
GLASGOW
LAKE WHEELER
LAKE WATEREE
SOONER LAKE/WEST SIDE RAMP
HOPEWELL MARINA
BELTON
LOWER POTOMAC
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CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
FISH OFF
CAT BASH
CLUB
CHAMPOINSHIP
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
FALL CHAMPIONSHIP
CHAMPOINSHIP
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLASSIC
CHAMPOINSHIP
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLASSIC
CLUB

Tournament Results
TRI-STATE KATS

SEPTEMBER 2nd
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

S HAMILTON BOAT RAMP

Ron Seibold/Kyle Lacy
David Limoges
Aaron Post/Chrissie Stabile
Jamie Vanderhelm/Krista Vanderhelm
Johnny Johnson

58.68
38.38
20.9
15.27
13.76

BIG FISH
1. Ron Seibold/Kyle Lacy

SEPTEMBER 8th - 10th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

55.96

TUGNJUGS
KAW LAKE

Big Whiskers/Goss
Misfits
Whisker Warriors
Jugger Knots
Koolcats

75.88
64.86
57.76
53
40.56

BIG FISH
1. misfits

SEPTEMBER 9th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

26.7

BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
MISSOURI RIVER

John Orr/James Orr
Jerry Limoges
Dave Stokes/Bradyn Barclay
Dick Hinrichsen/Johnny Orr
Kirk McInnis/Heidi McInnis

42.1
28.4
16.2
13.8
7.15

BIG FISH
1. John Orr/James Orr

SEPTEMBER 9th

38.2

CATFISH MAFIA
LAKE ALDRED

1. Steve Fraddosio/Chad Shade
2. Shawn Sipes/Mike Hoover
3. Keith Rippeon

BIG FISH
1. Steve Fraddosio/Chad Shade
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Tournament Results
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACK

SEPTEMBER 9th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

ROTARY PARK

Team Thompson
Cat Assassin
Filet Master
No-Fishing Polywog
Killer B’s

87.85
25.91
19.4
18.5
16.3

BIG FISH
1. Team Thompson

24.9

GETNHOOKED

SEPTEMBER 9th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

KAW LAKE

Budget Cat
Catch And release
Melendy/Chau
Jay Ford
Forshee/Farthing

68.58
66.36
61.62
49.04
44.9

BIG FISH
1. Catch And Release

21.84

KANAWHA RIVER

SEPTEMBER 9th

BUFFALO

1. Shawn Smith/Ryan Grandbouche
2. Chris Rhodes/Chris Hatfield
3. Jeremy Jeffers/Troy Jarrell

62.25
56.45
52.05

BIG FISH
1. Jackie Call

43.3

SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB

SEPTEMBER 9th

LAKE WATEREE

1. Andy Pitts/Rylan Debruhl/Chris Debruhl
2. Steve Whitley/Shane Owenby
3. John Terry/Jason Knight
4. Benji Brown/Riley Brown
5. Clay Henderson/Jason Henderson/David
Henderson/Landen Loftin

64.35
59.9
57.4
49.3
48.4

BIG FISH
1. Andy Pitts/Rylan Debruhl/Chris Debruhl
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27.55

Tournament Results

SEPTEMBER 9th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
KUTCHIES

Tyler Sapp/Phil Johnson
Gary Faletti/Joe Yuvan
Jeff Brown/Dallas Woodworth
Mark Farrow/Jerry Cline
Adam Hart/Chris Hart

48.55
43.75
41.4
40.8
40.8

BIG FISH
1. Ken Luttrell/Bryan Espy

SEPTEMBER 9th - 10th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

13.1

CATFISH CHASERS
MILFORD

Frank/Diehl
Studebaker/Collings
Scorberry/Tran
Myers/Wehling
Johnson/Wheeler

201.15
174.35
143.6
135.6
135.45

BIG FISH
1. Myers/Wehling

SEPTEMBER 15th - 16th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

52.2

MISSISSIPPI RIVER MONSTERS
MISSISSIPPI RIVER

Daryl Masingale/Jason Masingale
Roy Harkness/Don Sweat
Jason Jackson/Tyler Moses
Hunter Jones/Jason Aycock
Jeff Dodd/Jon Warden/Bill Dance

158.67
132.97
120.58
118.95
117.09

BIG FISH
1. Daryl Masingale/Jason Masingale

SEPTEMBER 16th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

77.27

INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
LEAVENWORTH

James Halcomb/Jeff Mitchner
Lloyd/Rob/Nick
Scott/Fud
Jeff Schmeltz/Allison Schmeltz
Ron/George

123
76.7
55.1
48.4
27.7

54 Catfish NOW October 2017

Tournament Results

SEPTEMBER 16th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

TRI-STATE KATS
SIOUX CITY BOAT RAMP

Dave Stokes/Josh Elgert/Chase Elgert
David Limoges
Caleb Howard/Ryan McFarland
Staci Hansen/Kevin Horn/Mark Pauley
Aaron Post/Chrissie Stabile/Chloe

56.4
32.4
29.18
24.42
24.2

BIG FISH
1. Dave Stokes/Josh Elgert/Chase Elgert

SEPTEMBER 22nd - 23rd
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

50.34

CABELA’S KING KAT
CUMBERLAND RIVER

David Shipman/Brooke Wilbanks
David Hill/Kenneth McKenzie
Steve Douglas/Lisa Douglas
Frank White/Aaron Preece
Joey Pounders/Jay Gallop

142.06
141.36
139.06
128.68
116.08

BIG FISH
1. Christian Vittetoe/Samuel Cate

SEPTEMBER 23rd
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

54.34

CATFISH CHASERS
ATCHISON

Roberts/Vanlear
Miller/Herrs
Merten/Kyle Koehler
Tullis/Parker
Whetstine/Whetstine

91.6
66.85
47.95
46.3
46

BIG FISH
1. Merten/Kyle Koehler

SEPTEMBER 23rd

47.95

CATFISH MAFIA
LAKE ALDRED

1. Jayson/Lee
2. Roger/Jesse
3. Glenn

BIG FISH
1. Roger/Jesse
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Tournament Results
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS

SEPTEMBER 23rd

COOLEY LAKE ACCESS/MISSOURI RIVER

1. Andrew Carnes/Randy Morgan
2. Kaleb McAdams/Gavin McAdams
3. Joe Bell/Gary Bell

143.1
31.4
24.6

BIG FISH
1. Andrew Carnes/Randy Morgan

76.9

HOLD’EM HOOK

SEPTEMBER 23rd
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

WILSON LAKE

Steve Dobbs
JR Hall
Cad Daly
Brian Folsom
Wayne Reed

44.1
35.8
26.8
17.7
7.6

BIG FISH
1. Steve Dobbs

33.8

GETNHOOKED

SEPTEMBER 23rd
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

THUNDERBIRD

Wicked Catfish
Rollins/Gilles
Catch And Release
Albert Hirzel
Predator

25.04
21.58
14.72
9.72
6.8

BIG FISH
1. Rollins/Gilles

11.02

JKV CATFISHING

SEPTEMBER 23rd
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

HAWSVILLE

Tom Petrowski/Henry Neafus
Chris Nesmith/Danny Glover
Casey Totorow/Andrew Haun
Mark Robbins/Skylar Robbins/Don Robbins
Stephen Fancher/Cliff Riggins

83.16
81.7
75.2
74.13
63.18

BIG FISH
1. Mike & Michael Rittenberry/Teddy Weatherford
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42.9

Tournament Results
KANAWHA RIVER CATFISH CLUB

SEPTEMBER 23rd

RAVENSWOOD

1. Adam Scott/Cody Williams/Justin Vaught
2. Todd Anderson/Noah Eblin/Josh Burton
3. Neal Craig/Mike Jordan

102.6
56.45
52.05

BIG FISH
1. Adam Scott/Cody Williams/Justin Vaught

ICATS

SEPTEMBER 23rd - 24th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

38.95

RED ROCK LAKE

Ryan Norris/Drew Witt
Andy P. Olivaris/Katter Fish
Nate Jensen/Nick Jensen/Mike Bock
Mike Salazar/Trapper Salazar/Floyd Manley
Ken Miller/Troy Hansen/Ryan Daniel

79.8
68.2
65.6
65
64.6

BIG FISH
1. Ryan Norris/Drew Witt

12.2

TUGNJUGS

SEPTEMBER 29th - OCTOBER 1st
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

SKIATOOK

Green Heads
Koolcats
Jug Life
Verdigreasers
Jugger Knots

76
60.68
56.52
55.78
36.3

BIG FISH
1. Verdigreasers

27.2

OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB

SEPTEMBER 30th

HOPEWELL MARINA

1. Doug Holloway/Roger Bradley
2. Jason Pope/Watt Gills
3. Fred Draine/DJ Ratcliffe
4. Chuck Jarvis/Jim Carr/Mary Carr/Stacy Byrd/
Dwayne Hale
5. Kenneth Bennett/Michael Burruss

113.65
111.45
109.5
93.05
88.75

BIG FISH
1. Fred Draine/DJ Ratcliffe

66.6
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Tournament Results
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS

OCTOBER 1st
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

QUINCY

Mark Farrow/Joe Ludtke
Kyle Johnson/Tim Gunther/Hayden Gunther
Jim Gillenwater/Paul McIntosh
Ron King/Buddy Weisenburger/Craig Simlar
Milo Mendoza/Tim Johnson

91
82.84
76.72
47.11
42.05

BIG FISH
1. Jim Gillenwater/Paul McIntosh

49.31

CABELA’S KING KAT

OCTOBER 6th - 7th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

LAKE WATEREE

Kelly Godbolt/Ron Howard
James Saxon/Richard Wimmer
Richard Warskow/Christopher Lunsford
Benji Brown/Riley Brown
Ray Waldrop/Tracey Waldrop

211.16
180.4
174.52
170.94
170.3

BIG FISH
1. Ray Waldrop/Tracey Waldrop

45.56

CATFISH COUNTRY

OCTOBER 7th

BIG BONE

1. Matt McGuire/Eric McGuire
2. Larry Phillips/Ricky Phillips

51.15
18.5

BIG FISH
1. Matt McGuire/Eric McGuire

19.85

FISHIN BLUES

OCTOBER 7th

LAKE ELLSWORTH

1. Kyli Baldwin/Chris Baldwin/Adam Shriver
2. Malcolm Williams/Terry Williams/Danny
Garza
3. Brent Hewes/Shane McElhaney

66.1
26
25.15

BIG FISH
1. Kyli Baldwin/Chris Baldwin/Adam Shriver
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31.4

Let em’ go, let em’ grow
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