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Amazon redtails like this,
eagerly hit artificial lures.
(Larry Larsen Photo)

Catfish Connections
As a member of the catfishing
community, it saddens me to see the
misuse of a public resource as is the
case with catfish. Although I live in
Florida I buy an annual nonresident
fishing license in many states so that
I can visit and enjoy the catfishing
those states offer. I know there are
many more like me. I truly believe that
catfish are a resource that should be protected to the benefit
of each state, its residents, the visitors that catfish attract,
and more importantly, our future generations.
The more I learn the more it appears that public
servants are going to have to be a part of the solution to
the ever-growing activity of transporting live trophy catfish
across state lines. I expect the solution will be a combination
of better laws and better enforcement.
When I hear anglers talk about the decline in trophy
catfish in their area the finger is most often pointed to
paylakes and the extraction of trophy catfish from public
waters. Operators have an economic incentive to get the
trophy catfish wherever and whenever they can.
In a private market the laws of supply and demand would
help regulate exchange, but when the resource is public it
changes the economics of the situation. The private market
tends to allocate resources efficiently, but when goods are
“free” as in the case of catfish harvested from public waters
those market forces are absent.
When the market fails to allocate trophy catfish or
any other public good, so they are consumed in the proper
amounts, it requires public servants to establish the policy
that will correct the market imperfections.
Current recreational catfish anglers, along with future
generations, are suffering an injustice. Once those trophy
catfish are taken from public waters they are likely to suffer
certain death. They can never be enjoyed again by anglers
and/or their children.
The growing catfish community includes individual
anglers and families that are joining together to help
preserve the opportunity to enjoy the simple pleasure of
fishing for trophy catfish. When we see the opportunity to
join with others in an effort to educate our public officials on
the importance of our sport and how they can help we need
to do so.
The trophy catfish of our lakes and rivers are a resource
worth protecting.
Fish with passion,
Ron Presley, Editor
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by Ron Presley

For all weather catfishing in safety and comfort, try a tritoon.

F

ishing the Waccamaw, Pee Dee
and Little Pee Dee Rivers in a 16-foot
Triton aluminum boat gave Kelly Goldbolt
his early experience as a cat man. When
he started fishing the Santee Cooper lakes
his preferences for a boat changed.
“I transitioned to a tritoon after I
started going down to fish Santee Cooper,”
explained Godbolt. “The smaller aluminum
boats just can’t handle the wind and waves
that are typical on larger lakes like Santee
Cooper.”
In fact, pontoons and tritoons have
become popular choices for catfish
anglers around the U.S. As the demand for
powerboats increases, manufacturers are
providing many different styles and models

Pontoons are often seen on trailers and
at the docks on Santee Cooper. A large
percentage of fishing guides on Santee
fish from a pontoon platform.
geared to different recreational pursuits.
As design and performance characteristics
changed over time, more and more catfish
anglers are moving to pontoons and
tritoons as their fishing platform of choice.
Although the term “pontoon boat” is
used generically to refer to these fishing
platforms, there is a difference between a
pontoon and a tritoon, the main one being
the number of floats, or tubes, used to
make up the boat’s hull.
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PONTOON PLATFORMS

Two tubes make up the hull of a
pontoon and three tubes are used on a
tritoon. The third tube helps distribute the
weight more evenly and also allows for a
more powerful engine. In the early years
of pontoon boats, engines were relatively
lower horsepower. The added stability
of a tritoon made higher horsepower
engines more common. Nowadays it is not
unusual to see a tritoon powered with a
250-horsepower engine.
Godbolt is currently fishing from a 24foot Manitou tritoon with a 200 Yamaha Sho.
His Manitou gives him high performance
and it looks good too. The addition of high
horsepower engines resulted in tritoons
becoming more and more popular in a
variety of water sports. Godbolt’s choice
of a tritoon over his smaller aluminum
v-bottom was based on several factors.
“There are a lot of pluses to fishing

Even with the large 100-gallon tank on
board there is plenty of room to fish on Kelly
Godbolt’s tritoon. Godbolt is holding a nice
Tennessee River Blue at a Cabela’s weighin at Decatur, AL.
off of a tritoon/pontoon,” offered Godbolt.
“Stability and the ability to cross large
bodies of water in wind and waves are
number one. Even on the days that are
really rough we can still go out and fish.”
“Another plus is the size,” he
continued. “We fish from a 24-foot boat
that is basically wide open. There is plenty
of space to haul all your gear and it is
readily accessible. When we tournament
fish we add a 100-gallon bait tank. We can
load the bait tank and still have plenty of
room to move around.”
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Godbolt’s boat has a fence or rail
all the way around the perimeter. The rail
relieves the worry or falling off the boat
when fighting a fish in rough water or when
moving from one fishing hole to another
when the wind is high and waves are
rolling. If Godbolt’s outing involves elderly
or younger passengers they all experience
a high level of safety because of the boat’s
design.
“The fence just gives you more
security and something to hold onto,” said
Godbolt. “I have fished off of quite a few
boats and for me, a tritoon is the best fit for
how I fish. It is also unmatched in comfort.”
Rigging a Pontoon
Rigging a pontoon/tritoon for fishing
requires the same basic equipment as any
catfishing platform. But one of the more
important additions for Godbolt is the

Godbolt, his long-time partner Ron Howard
(aka Roundtree) and Dustin Smith return to
the dock following a day of fishing.
(Mark Coborn photo)
addition of a full enclosure.
An enclosure is an excellent upgrade
because it adds to the overall value of the
vessel. Enclosures protect anglers from
the sun, wind, and inclement weather that
can hamper the fishing experience. Catfish
still bite when the weather gets cold. Just
look at the incredible weights that come to
the scales at Winer Blues on Wheeler.
“With the full enclosure we can light
a heater and fish on the coldest days of
the year,” explained Godbolt. “Inside that
enclosure, we can be warm and comfortable
while doing what we like to do.”
Godbolt added a Lowrance HDS 16
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to help find potential fishing areas and
for navigating controlled drifts. He uses
Driftmaster Rod Holders on the front and
back. Sea anchors are another important
tool on his tritoon. He keeps a couple of
Easterlin Sea Anchors on board to control
the speed of the drift and to keep the boat
straight.
“The way I have the boat rigged
allows us to place rods out the front and
either drift with the wind or back troll. We
can also fish off the back by pulling our
baits with the trolling motor.”
The 200 Yamaha Sho that Godbolt
choose to power his tritoon gives him the
ability to move from one place to another
fairly quickly. It will push the 24-foot boat
at more than 50 mph.
“It just helps you get where you
wanna’ fish, faster,” joked Godbolt. “It
helps in the blast off at tournaments and
running from storms that blow up on the
lake but the main reason is I just like to go
fast. This ain’t your grandpa’s pontoon.”
“You can do everything with a pontoon

This is Godbolt’s Manitou tritoon, powered
by a 200 hp Yamaha Sho, on the trailer and
ready to travel.
you can do from other boats,” concluded
Godbolt. “Everything from anchoring
to drifting can be done safely and with
comfort. That’s the reason that 99% of the
guides on the Santee Cooper lakes fish
from a pontoon/tritoon.”

“With the full enclosure we can
light a heater and fish on the
coldest days…”
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PONTOON PLATFORMS

Trailering a Pontoon/Tritoon
Contrary to popular opinion, the
pontoon/tritoon boats are not that difficult to
trailer. Practice makes perfect, but there is no
reason to let the trailering factor discourage
you from purchasing one. The main thing is
to be prepared.
If you do plan to trailer your vessel you
should purchase a suitable trailer, to begin
with. Most traveling boaters prefer a bunk
type trailer. They tend to be more stable on
the road. A great accessory is a ladder at
the bow that makes it easy to board when
the boat is on the trailer. Float-on trailers also
make it easy to power load at the ramp.
Couick is shown here with his wife,
Kevin Lane Couick likes his 2015 Crest Kevin
Jill Ellis-Belk Couick, at Winter Blues on
230 for many of the same reasons that other Wheeler 2018. His advice to anglers that
catfish anglers like their pontoons. He has no trailer pontoons/tritoons is to prepare
fear of hitting the road with it.
before the trip begins.
“I like the stability of the tritoon and I
like enclosure,” said Couick. “On cold or rainy
days, I can have the enclosure closed all the
way and still see the rods when getting a bite. If the fish are feeding correctly the circle
hooks will do their job without me being right there on top of them. I also like the comfort of
a pontoon, especially as I get older. The ride is dry no matter how rough it gets. I have been
in 4 footers on Santee and stayed dry.”
Couick has had plenty of experience trailering his tritoon from fishing hole to fishing
hole. He prefers the bunk type trailer, especially in the lakes where water levels pretty much
stay the same on most ramps. Bunk type trailers also keep the boat in one place once you
drive it on. If tied down properly stability would be good on the road. One of his favorite
places is Santee Cooper and he says he already has his rooms booked at Decatur for
Winter Blues on Wheeler 2019. He made the 530-mile journey in 2018 without incident.
“I was pulling around 73 mph and no issues thank goodness,” reported Couick. “I
don’t like pulling at night just in case of breakdowns and for safety reasons with interstate
traffic. I took us about 9 hours hauling butt.”
“When I traveled to Lake Wheeler I packed three spare hubs and bearings,” said the
cautious Couick. “I also had three spare tires. Every time I stopped for fuel, I walked around
and checked the temperature on all four trailer tires.”
“Don’t hit the road unprepared–do go prepared,” concluded Couick. “I haul lots of
things in the boat, but I do tie everything down and try to balance out the load as good as
possible. Also, I try not to haul too much in the boat. Due to the wind they catch, make sure
the pontoon is strapped down properly. I actually use an extra tie down on the front to keep
the front from rocking up and down. This extra strap prevents the trim in front from wearing
out from the stops on the trailer. Bottom line, you just want to trailer smartly.”
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HOW TO?

B’n’M How To:
Hooking Lethargic Blues
With Bob Crosby
B’n’M Poles and
Bluecat Guide Service
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Catfish Basics #047

Fish the Barges – Terry Rogers,
Hooked On Cats Guide Service

When you just can’t seem to find the cats
no matter where you go or what you do–FISH
THE BARGES!
Barges that are moored along the waterways
provide cover and attract an abundance of
baitfish. And as everyone knows, if you find the
bait, you’ll find the cats.
So, when all else fails, try fishing around
moored barges. They just might become one of
your “go-to” spots.
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Catfish Gear #008 — Driftmaster Fishing Rod Holders
Driftmaster Rod Holders are considered
the standard of the industry by many anglers.
They are based on years of angler testing on the
water and continued improvements in the shop.
With models available for all different
fishing situations, Driftmaster products enjoy a
reputation for excellence in quality, dependability,
and service. They have a variety of different
bases that allow the holders to be fitted to any
boat under any circumstances. Driftmaster
Rod Holders are designed with longevity and
durability in mind.
“We design our products to last a long
time,” says Driftmaster owner David Baynard.
“They are designed to be used by a good size
man on a rough day. You never know what he
might grab during the trip. We don’t want anything
breaking because it is not strong enough.”
Driftmaster designs have an eye for the
angler, but also for the fact that people use their
boats for different things. The result is a product
line that can be easily removed from the boat.
When the family goes water skiing they don’t
need the various rod holders and accessories
cluttering up the boat. With Driftmaster that is

not a problem, since they can be taken off in
minutes.
Driftmaster products are made in South
Carolina and carry a lifetime unconditional
warranty. Baynard takes great pride in the
company’s ability to match rod holders to
specific boats and fishing requirements. Better
yet, all Driftmaster rod holders are made in the
USA and guaranteed for life against breakage!
“If any of our products ever break just send
it to us and get a new one,” says Baynard. “We
do not require a receipt or proof of purchase. We
know that it’s ours and if it breaks we are going
to stand behind it.”
For information on Driftmaster and Black River
Tools visit the website at www.driftmaster.com
or call 803-473-4927.
Larry Muse has his SeaArk decked out
all around with Driftmaster Rod Holders.
He chooses them for their strength and
ability to hold up to big cat bites.

11 Catfish NOW September 2018

by Larry Larsen

Tossing artificials to redtail catfish–the ultimate thrill.

W hen it comes to “sporty”
catfish, there are few species that

can exceed the artificial-striking and
fighting abilities of the redtail catfish
or Pirarara as it is called in Brazil. The
huge Amazon Basin is just one of the
worldly haunts of the fish that grows
to well over 100 pounds. They are also
found in other South American waters
including the Orinoco Basin which is
primarily in Venezuela. Several IGFA
tippet Class World Records come from
Thailand waters.
The easily recognizable catfish
with dark brownish back, yellow sides

“Those redtails that strike at
the lure and miss can usually
be enticed again by a follow up
cast.”

The redtail congregate in many
“blackwater” rivers and lagoons in
the Amazon River system and due to
their size, they are fairly easily to spot
in most tannin-stained waters. That
means that about half of the tributaries
in the Amazon rain forest have black or
clear waters with white sandbars and
the clarity to toss lures at and catch the
fish. The redtail hangs out in turbulent
waters around rock outcroppings or
huge boulders, as well as in deep holes
beneath waterfalls down to 150 feet
where such depths exist and in the quiet
lagoon waters at depths of only 5 or 6
feet.
Fortunately, the redtail frequently
bites during daylight hours and are
available to catch all year long, even in
the rainy season when other sportfish
are difficult to locate. All strike hard and
fight similarly, and they are sometimes
easy to cast to. When hooked the redtail
provides all the action you might want.
In the Amazon, the typical redtail runs
from about 15 to 30 pounds, a prefect
size for anglers with quality casting gear
and beefy line that may also be chasing
a few giant peacock bass.

and a blood red to crimson orange tail,
dorsal and caudal fins make it distinct
among its relatives. While they do eat
both live and cut bait, I have found in
my 60 trips to Brazil that the redtail is A Learning Experience
one of the easiest cats to “sight-fish”
While many redtails are caught
and catch on artificial baits. They love “accidentally” on large subsurface
lures!
peacock bass lures, I’ve experienced
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days where I’ve caught up to 20 of these
cats when focused purely on catching
them. The Rio Agua Boa watershed in
the Amazonas State of Northern Brazil is
just one of many that normally have fairly
clear, but slightly stained water making
it productive for sight-fishing redtails.
The excellent catfish river system has
numerous blackwater lagoons that are
full of big catfish.
A friend and I went into one of my
favorite area lagoons off the Agua Boa
one day many years ago and found the
redtails scattered across a large shallow
flat area that was fairly clear of structure
except for a few fallen trees close to
shore. We noticed the big “shadow-like”
figures along the bottom in depths that
ranged from 6 to 8 feet or so but we
weren’t sure which species they were
until we made a couple of casts.
My partner tossed a large, single-

Large crankbaits beefed up with heavy hooks
are favorite “forage” of Brazil’s redtails, as this
40-pounder proved.
hook #18 PET spoon to the fish, and I
made a long cast with a large Heddon
hard-plastic minnowbait. Both lures are
effective on redtails, and we both quickly
hooked up. We alternately reeled in big
redtails of 15 to 22 pounds over the
next hour, mostly on the 6 1/4 inch-long
Redfin minnowbait. My largest redtail
from that particular lagoon came on
one of my last casts. It was a colorful
25-pounder that put up one heck of a
battle.
We learned a few important things
about the redtail that day: 1. Redtails
tend to move about in “packs”, 2. They
prefer slowly retrieved lures that move
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The author lifts a 25-pound redtail
catfish that fought gamely after striking
a deep-diving Big M crankbait.
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in the water column within 3 feet or so
of the bottom, and 3. Those redtails that
strike at the lure and miss can usually
be enticed again by a follow up cast.
Cranking the Giants from the Depths
On another day, a friend Mark
Klein and I were chasing peacock bass
along an elongated sandy flat inside
a deep-water lagoon about 200 yards
from its entrance into the river. We
were both casting one of my favorite
“deep-running” baits, a huge Lindy Big
M diving plug that gets down to about 7
or 8 feet and wobbles along slowly.
We noticed a long dark shape
slowly moving along the edge of a sharp
drop-off away from the sandy, shallow
bog. There were a few sparse, flooded
bushes lying along the bar, so we each
cast toward the fish leading it by about

Lots of yachts and houseboats go after
catfish throughout all of Brazil’s waterways.
Day trips in smaller boats are launched
from a mothership.
15 feet. That put our lures right in its
cruise path. My partner had started his
slow retrieve back down the bar into the
depths and we saw the fish speed up to
grab his crankbait. Mark’s rod bowed as
the fish almost jerked it from his hands.
“It’s a monster,” he yelled, as the
fish took off pulling his baitcaster ’s
tightened drag at will. “Maybe it is
another huge piarucu!”
For those that may not be familiar
with the giant pirarucu, it is also called
“arapaima” or “paiche” in the Spanish
speaking countries of South America.
The pirarucu is an air-breathing fish
in Amazonian rivers and lakes that is
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one of the largest freshwater species in
the world. I’m told that it grows to 550
pounds or more. I have seen several in
the Amazon that weighed between 100
and 250 pounds, but to catch one is
normally a rare event. Mark though had
caught 3 of them earlier in the week
that ranged from 60 to 120 pounds on
his Big M crankbait.
Despite Mark’s luck earlier in the
week, we learned that the fish he had
on was not another giant pirarucu.
After a ten-minute battle it came to the
surface, and we discovered exactly what
was giving him fits. It was a 40-pound
redtail catfish! On the following day,
we returned to that same lagoon and I
caught and released two other redtails,
one on the PET spoon and the other on
the Redfin minnowbait. Both weighed
24 pounds.

The author lifts a big redtail catfish that
grabbed his Redfin minnowbait.

watersheds in the Amazon with a few
catfish-focused anglers. The Xingu
and Iriri are often characterized as fast
gradient riverbeds of rocks protected by
rocky outcropping along much of their
meandering courses. Only at high water
does the waterscape change drastically
as the water moves into the edges of
the forest and amongst the trees. The
rivers often make hard right-angle turns
and are dotted by islands, boulders and
pools that lie below rapids, falls and
other rock masses.
In some cases, part of the
streambed shoots off in one direction,
running through the forest and then
reenters the main channel of the river a
mile away, after it tumbles down a rockLive and Cut Baits Work Too
The redtail can also be caught on filled gully. The redtail catfish are often
live and cut bait. A few years back, I caught in that watershed. When using
was on a trip to the Xingu and Iriri River live or cut bait, the best fishing for the
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biggest redtails are in the deep river
holes early in the morning and just after
sunset around the dark moon phase.
Whole piranha, a baitfish called “peau”
and small pieces of other fish species
are often used for bait.
The catfishermen in our group
that week caught 10 redtails up to 40
pounds, but of course, the biggest got
away. One 60-pounder that hit a live
piranha was brought to the boat and then
after a couple of minutes of thrashing
off the gunwale, spit out the hook. The
catfishermen were tossing 3 to 4 ounces
of weights with a bait attached to a 7/0
circle hook to the edge of the current
lines that were over 100-foot-deep and
letting the rig go to the bottom.
Anglers can use live or cut bait
on the redtails, but for a true challenge
and maximum fun, I prefer to toss the
artificial lures for these sporty cats. If

Most local Brazilian guides know where to
look for the strikingly beautiful redtail cats
which eagerly hit artificial lures.
sight-fishing is feasible, that makes it
the ultimate thrill!
------------------------------------------------Larry Larsen, an inductee in the
Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame, travels
the world in search of prime fishing
opportunities. He has fished South
America 86 times and has published
numerous magazine articles and photos
in regional and national outdoors and
travel publications.
-------------------------------------------------
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HOW TO?

CFN How To:
Hot Weather Tip
With Ty Konkle
B’n’M Poles, Team Catfish Tackle,
Driftmaster Rod Holders
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by Ron Presley

Using the right techniques in the right places are the keys to
finding your fish of a lifetime.

I
n reality, every catfishing trip is a
search for a personal best (PB). If the angler
is in channel cat water the target is usually the
biggest channel to be found. Likewise, with
blues and flatheads. If they populate the waters
most anglers are hoping for a PB. The dream
of catching the big one is what keeps many
anglers going back to the water.
While attending Winter Blues on Wheeler
in January of 2018 I happened to set across
the table from Cad Daly and his son, Case, at
the captains meeting. That chance meeting

Cad Daly and Chris Parker hold the author’s
personal best 83-pound blue cat. The
monster blue was caught on Wheeler Lake
in Alabama.
resulted in an invitation for me to return to
Wheeler Lake someday to fish with Cad. It was
an invitation I couldn’t refuse.
In my experience, I think I have heard
more catfish anglers name Wheeler as the
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location of their personal best blue catfish than
any other place. Having fished Wheeler only
one time previously, I was excited to go.
I met Daly at the boat ramp about 6:30
am. Daly and his tournament partner, Chris
Parker, had already prepared the boat for battle.
They operate on the adage that, “Luck is what
happens when preparation meets opportunity.”
“Preparation typically starts days ahead,”
noted Daly. “We have found that if you prepare in
the days leading up to an outing or tournament,
your chance at success is greater. Early in the
week we will typically re-tie all new leaders and
rig the rods and reels. We inspect and clean
them as we go. You never know when you are
going to beat a personal best, so you want your
gear to perform when called upon.”
“A day or two before the trip I like to begin
loading the boat after work,” continued Daly. “I
am doing a mental checklist of items that may
or may not have been taken out of the boat on
the previous trip. Anchor loaded–check; zip
ties for the anchor–check; landing net–check;
batteries on the charger, and so on.”
Daly suggests creating a written boat
packing list to use for those times that can be

Chris Parker has an explicit preference for
skipjack heads. It was a head that tempted
the big fish on this particular day.
hectic or when you are planning a long trip. It
is not uncommon to take something out of the
boat for some reason and then forget to put it
back. A very detailed list of all the things you
want on the boat can be very helpful when
packing for the next trip. A list will keep you
from leaving anything at home.
“A day or two before is also a good time
to go through the tackle box,” advised Daly.
Check to see if you are good on terminal tackle.
If you need something you can use your lunch
break to go pick it up if you don’t have time to
order it.”
“Preparation and anticipation of a fishing
trip is half the fun,” suggested Daly. “When you
have prepared properly then you can have a
much better fishing outing. Things don’t always
go right on the water when fish aren’t wanting
to bite. Fish not biting and having to fix things
that could have been prepared early the week
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really stinks.”
The morning of a Daly/Parker fishing
outing starts with a traditional stop at a country
store for a few biscuits and drinks. They top
off the gas in the boat and head for the water.
When arriving at the boat ramp Parker grabs
items from the truck and positions them in the
boat. Daly prepares the boat for launch and then
backs the trailer down the ramp while Parker
navigates the boat off the trailer and back to
the dock to pick up his partner. That teamwork
makes for an efficient launch and fast start to
the day.

“Luck is what happens when
preparation meets opportunity.”
“Having a friend and fishing partner for
many years is a great benefit,” offered Daly.
“You get to know each other and what the other
is going to do. You learn what to expect from
each other.”
With several days of preparation, the
routine chores of the morning complete,
and the boat launched, Daly discussed our
options. Wheeler does not offer the bumping
opportunities of other bodies of water so Daly
is usually dragging or anchor fishing.
“Normally there is not enough current
to bump,” advised Daly. “If you have a good
rain and good runoff there are some bumping
opportunities, but that only seems to happen
every couple of years. We normally drag in
the big part of the lake. If we go upriver where
it gets a little smaller we will anchor. East of
Decatur it narrows up and you will get a little
current and there is a lot of brush and other
structure. There are more flatheads come from
up that way. You can do some anchoring up in
there.”
Daly decided that we would do some
dragging over a sloping flat that had deeper
water on one side than the other. His sonar
and trolling motor are paired to help him follow
contours.
“We will use the Lowrance, which is
teamed up with the MotorGuide to follow

contours,” instructed Daly. “This pairing takes
the work out of it. I pick the contours on the
chart and the trolling motor will automatically
follow the route I chose. After that, we just set
back and fish.”
Daly carefully set the route he wanted
to drag. He chose one that allowed us to fish
several different depths on the same drift. We
were following a contour that had 50 feet of
water off the starboard side and about 20 feet
of water on the port side. Planer boards were
deployed out each side to widen the spread
and cover more ground.
“I usually want to follow a certain contour
and will do what I need to maintain it,” said Daly.
“It doesn’t take much wind to aggravate you. And
wind direction will affect the path we fish. More
or less speed may be necessary to maintain
the desired course. That is not a problem yet
this morning with the calm conditions.”
“The planer boards give us a wider
spread,” instructed Parker. “We are dragging a
couple rods straight out the back of the boat. “We
have one planer board on the left side looking
backward and two planer boards out the other
side. We also have one rod suspended on each
side, each one at a different depth. Since those
side rods are vertical they are easily adjusted
for depth and we will change it from time to time
as needed.”
Terminal Tackle
Between Daly and Parker, they had a
variety of equipment on the boat. Like any angler
does, they had collected their own favorite gear
over time and have their own preferences for
line and rigs.
“Our equipment this morning includes
a little bit of everything,” offered Daly. “I don’t
think there is a lot of difference in rods, just use
the ones you like, for whatever reason.”
Terminal tackle for Chris included
80-pound braid for the mainline and 50-pound
Trik Fish mono for the leader. He uses some
variation of a 3-way rig or a sinker slide with the
bait line running straight through the swivel. He
adds a rattling float near the hook.
“When anchor fishing, which is mainly
in the spring and summer, I like 60-pound
mono on my reels and 40-pound mono for the
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sinker lead,” said Daly. “If I get snagged that
40-pound leader will break and I just lose the
sinker instead of the whole rig. That makes it a
lot easier to tie up and get back to fishing after
a hangup.”
“In the fall and winter when we traditionally
drag more, I like to use 80-pound braid,” clarified
Daly. “Then I use a 40- to 60-pound hook
leader. The heavier strength mainline allows
me to more easily break the leader line if I get
hung up while dragging. That way I only lose a
hook and not the dragging tail and swivel.”
Bait Choices
Daly and Parker live relatively close to
Joe Wheeler Dam and like to catch their bait
the day before. They typically go before work
or after. Their goal is to be ready to go on trip
day without the necessity of catching bait.
“When fresh bait isn’t available we rely
on frozen bait that has been vacuum sealed,”
instructed Daly. “If using frozen bait, we like our
bait to thaw out slowly. The skipjack seems to
have better quality if not left in the hot sun to
thaw. Fresh bait is always our preference. When
we are fishing the Tennessee River nine out 10
outings we will be using skipjack herring.”
“The scent trail is a big part of the process
and why skipjack are favorite baits,” offered
Daly. “A lot of people like to use skipjack fillets.
We like to offer some different cuts because
the fish like one thing one day and something
else the next.”
“I like to have more heads than anything
else,” added Parker, who has a special affinity
for the heads. “We have fishing friends that
absolutely despise the heads. They say they
cut the heads off and throw them away. Maybe
they are telling fishing stories and just don’t
want us to know. Personally, I’ll take a head
anytime.”
Drifting/Dragging
The speed of the drift is one of those
variables that anglers need to figure out. The
best speed is likely to be different from one day
to another. Things like wind, water temp, and
just how active the fish are will have an impact
on finding the right speed. Mental notes from
previous trips are a good indicator of where to
start.

A typical rig on Daly’s boat includes a sinker
slide and a dragging weight. The hook leader
will normally include a float above the hook.
“A lot of how fast you drag depends on
what speed produced fish in the past,” instructed
Daly. “A lot of it is what you get confidence in
and it can change from one day to the next.
Common sense suggests that the fish don’t
have to work so hard to run down their dinner
at slower speed.”
“I would say about .3 to .7 mph is the
norm,” suggested Parker. “On a calm day in
the spring we might drift at .5 but in the dead
of winter, like at Winter Blues, I would slow it
down to .3 mph.”
“I will drift the same spot a couple of
times,” added Daly. “I will change speeds over
the same spot if the action is slow but I will
normally be somewhere between .3 and .7
mph. Some people like to drift as fast as .7 and
.8 mph. We just seem to have better luck at
around .3 or .4 mph.”
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Hooking/Landing Fish
Daly and Parker prefer leaving the rod
in the rod holder until the line gets good and
tight with a good bow in the rod. After the rod
loads up they take it out and fight the fish. They
use circle hooks and the fish usually hook
themselves with the rod in the holder. There is
no need to set the hook, just start reeling and
keep a tight line.
“Most of the time when you are dragging
the fish are no doubters,” offered Parker. “They
pretty much hook themselves. On a big one
the boat will even turn around a little indicating
a good hookset. A good pole will set the hook
once the pressure hits the backbone. At that
point, the old planer board will look like it is
skiing across the water.”
Anglers that are not used to catching
big cats on planer boards may wonder what
happens with the board on a big fish.
“If the fish happens to be on a planer board,
which they often are, reel to the planer board,”
instructed Daly. “Once it is reachable either
remove it or let the first snap go and free the
board to run back towards the fish. Sometimes
on a big fish, it’s best to just release it and let
it slide down instead of taking it completely off.
That way you’re not taking a chance on getting
slack in the line and having the fish come off
while trying to take the board completely off.”
Success at the End of the Day
Although every trip doesn’t end with a
personal best, this one did. Without speculating
as to why, it had been a relatively tough bite.
Making a strategy change from deeper water
to shallow water appeared to be the key.
Daly and Parker had methodically honed
their search for Mr. Whiskers by eliminating a lot
of water that was unproductive and using their
skills and instincts to make strategic changes.
It was day two of the trip and the fishing
began in 35 feet of water where active fish had
been found the day before. Continued probing
in various depths of water and structures did
not produce any fish. A decision was made to
move.
“I think we should move to a part of the
river that is shallower,” recommended Daly.
“The area has sub-20-foot water and lots of
humps. We will be fishing between two channel

At the end of the day, the author had
managed his personal best blue cat with the
help of two experienced cat men.
ledges. It is what we like to call highways. We
believe that big fish like to follow these highways
as they move from area to area.”
The move was made and it proved to be
the right one. The baits were deployed much like
before. Planers boards were used to increase
the spread and one of Parker’s favored skipjack
heads was about to get hammered.
“When the planer board went skiing
across the water’s surface we knew Mr. Ron
was on a good fish,” recalled Daly. “It was what
we call a ‘no-doubter.’ In other words, there is
no doubt that it is a fish.”
A few minutes into the fight, the big blue
came to the top of the water and made a huge
tail splash. Everyone on the boat got a good
look and knew it was big.
“That’s a new boat record,” exclaimed
Parker. Let’s reel down to the board and release
it, but leave it with the fish.”
The massive blue cat ended up weighing
83 pounds and established a new personal
best for the author. It also beat the previous
boat record by 11 pounds.
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Catfish Basics #048

Fish Shallow – Kevin Davis,
Blacks Camp and Santee Cooper
Sportsmen TV

In the summer months when there is limited flow
through the lakes, most big fish will be caught in 8-15 feet of
water. This behavior is not by accident. To survive, fish and
other aquatic animals need sufficient levels of dissolved
oxygen in the water. When oxygen depletion occurs, the
fish start looking for higher levels where they will be more
comfortable.
The relatively shallow water will contain more oxygen,
especially after a big wind that has resulted in lots of
wave action. The wind and waves mix the surface water
and increase the rate at which oxygen from the air can be
dissolved into the water. The fish need the dissolved oxygen
to survive.
Anglers that recognize this phenomenon will increase their success by fishing
shallow.
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Smaller tackle always equals more catfish and sometimes it
can even mean bigger catfish.

I

t was blazing hot at 2 pm. The
temperature was nearing 95 degrees,
no breeze and a heat index over 100.
The Tennessee River was glassy smooth
reflecting just a few puffy white clouds
overhead.
Suddenly, out of the corner of my eye
I saw Jon West’s seven-foot spinning rod
with a light action tip literally whipsaw toward
the water. I probably imagined it but I could
swear it cracked like bullwhip.
Jon grunted and I said, “Dang! I don’t
know if that one is big but it sure hit big!”
We were using one of my favorite
catfishing techniques. We refer to it as our
“light tackle drift.” Our rods are standard 6-to
7-foot spinning rods, usually medium action
with a standard spinning reel loaded with
monofilament as light as 8-pound test up to
20-pound test braided line. It is the same
equipment the majority of fishermen might use
for bass or even bluegill. The only difference
is we have caught catfish up 70-plus-pounds
on such gear. One of my clients even holds a
catch & release world record for the biggest
blue cat taken on 10-pound test line from the
National Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame.
The average blue catfish we routinely
catch in our area weighs between four and
eight pounds. When you first hook an 8 lb.
cat on light tackle - because you really cannot
put a lot of backbone into it - you really have
no idea what you might have on the line.
It often takes a minute or two to determine
what size fish you have on the line.
That was the case with Jon until the
trophy cat turned tail and his reel whined as
the drag spun out of control. For a fishing
guide there is no sweeter sound than the
whine of braided line screaming off a client’s
reel in the wrong direction.
That’s when we use our favorite line,

Chris Kilgo shows off a bragging-sized blue cat
caught while fishing with Capt. Richard Simms.
When introducing newcomers to catfishing –
young or old – it is often wise to concentrate on
numbers rather than size. And using light tackle
blue cats like this one put up a tremendous
fight. (Photo: Capt. Richard Simms)
telling clients, “Remember, it’s patience over
power.”
About 15 or 20 minutes later, after
several drag-screaming runs, I slid the net
beneath Jon’s 30-pound blue, a trophy
class fish by most anyone’s standards and
especially on a regular-sized spinning rod.
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On light line with light tackle you
cannot overpower a trophy catfish. Your goal
is to simply outlast him. Hook a fish in the
40-pound (or up) class and battles of 30
minutes to an hour are not unusual. My boat
record lengthy fish fight came when client
Rodney Bass who battled a 48 lb. catfish for
an hour-and-a-half on ten-pound test line.
Rodney is a big boy and he wasn’t babying
the fish. It was just a demon blue cat that
had absolutely ZERO “give up” in its steely
blue body.
However, in reality our light tackle bite
is often more about quantity than quality. We
like for our clients to have bent poles and
that’s where the light tackle excels.
Where to Fish
We routinely fish the Tennessee River
in the tailwaters of Chickamauga or Watts
Bar Dams in East Tennessee. Those systems
are more like a true river as compared to
a still water reservoir. However, the river
current is dictated by the amount of water
the Tennessee Valley Authority is releasing
through the dam to generate electricity.

Steve Rushing and his friend, Kathy Preslar
Harber, caught these nice blues using Simms’s
light tackle techniques on the Tennessee River
near Chattanooga. (Photo: Ron Presley)
Those tailwater areas are also relatively
shallow. At times beneath Chickamauga
Dam we are fishing areas where the water
might only be six to 10 feet deep. Standard
big water catfishing techniques simply are
not as effective.
How To
The rig is exceedingly simple. While
now I often use 20-pound test braided line I
started out using 10-pound test monofilament
almost exclusively. Using a 2-way swivel
I attach a 20-pound test “shock leader”
about a foot-and-a-half long. I still use the
mono shock leader even with heavier braid
because it’s easier to break if I hang up and
the swivels helps avoid line twist.
My preferred hook is a 3/0 Kahle hook.
The flat profile Kahle hook hangs on the
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falls to earth and looks nothing like a feather.
The same is true of your bait. The less
weight it has the more naturally it drifts with
the current. And presentation matters, a lot.
While I sometimes use cut bait one of
my preferred baits is plain chicken breast.
It is tough and it is dense. I cut chunks of
chicken breast roughly the size of a ping
pong ball. I cast it directly upstream of the
boat and drift at the exact same speed as
the current. On a free drift on a slack line
the chicken will sink naturally. I’ve hung the
bottom with weightless chicken as deep as
30 feet, as well as some big cats.
Why Not Heavier Line?
The principal of the light tackle
technique is to provide a more natural bait
presentation. Using heavier line or more
weight greatly restricts the “floating feather”
qualities of your bait drifting downstream.
Without question lighter, smaller diameter
lines and less weight results in more bites.

Josh Graves is understandably proud of how
much this catfish weighed, and how much fun
he had catching it on relatively small tackle
compared to what many catfishermen use.
(Photo: Capt. Richard Simms)
bottom less frequently than a standard J
hook.
The true secret is weight, or better put,
the lack of weight. I always tell folks to “use
the LEAST amount of weight possible.” That
includes sometimes using no weight.
We are firmly of the opinion that
presentation matters a great deal. A free
drifting bait better imitates the food the
catfish are used to seeing drifting along in
the current. Attach a weight, or too much
weight to the line and the bait doesn’t float
natural.
The perfect analogy is a feather. When
you drop a feather it drifts and floats down
naturally. Attach a split shot to it and it simply

What to Look For
We routinely fish about a 15 mile
stretch of the Tennessee River downstream
of Chickamauga Dam and the truth is
you could use the light tackle technique
virtually anywhere and potentially catch fish.
However, we normally key in on stretches
of the river where there is some structure
versus a bottom that is table-top smooth.
Sometimes it is an area with deeper holes
in the main river channel or sometimes it is
long stretches of river that simply have lots
of big chunk rock and small humps on the
bottom.
I routinely tell clients that catfish are
really like trout. In a river current situation
they prefer resting in “ambush points.” On a
shallow trout stream it is easy to see those

“Hang a monster catfish using
light tackle and anglers need to
practice patience over power.”
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places where there might be a large boulder
a series of small rocks or a riffle emptying
into deep pool. Catfish look for the same
type areas except you can’t see them without
using your electronics.
When To Go Light
The light tackle technique is not
normally a winter or cold weather technique.
Our best light tackle bite typically begins
in late-March or April and then continues
throughout the warm weather months.
Sometimes the hotter it gets the better
the fishing. That, in part, is because TVA
routinely needs to generate more power for
air conditioners when it is hot and releases
more water through the dams.
Read the Current
It is essential that you learn to read
and comprehend generation schedules and
predictions. The amount of river current
has a huge influence on the best times and
technique. In our area river flows generally
fluctuate between 7,000 and 47,000 cubic

Rodney Bass holds Capt. Simms’ “boat record”
for the longest light tackle battle. Using a
10-pound test monofilament main line, Rodney
battled this near 50-pound beast for a full hourand-a-half. (Photo: Capt. Richard Simms)
feet of water per second being released.
We can fish light tackle in any flow however
different flow rates have a huge influence on
where we fish.
Don’t Be Afraid to Size Down
Many catfishermen like catfishing
specifically because they like pursuing
monsters 50-pounds and up. Traditionally
those folks use huge tackle akin to the kind
of rods & reels folks use while deep sea
fishing. We do that too.
However, those anglers might be
missing out on a tremendous amount of
action and fun. That is especially true if
you are taking youngsters or inexperienced
anglers that definitely don’t enjoy camping
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Alex West(left) and his Dad, Jon, clearly had
great fun catching big numbers and great
size cats using Capt. Simms’ light tackle
technique. (Photo: Capt. Richard Simms)

IF YOU’RE NOT USING DRIFTMASTER...
GOOD LUCK!

out for hours waiting on a “big fish bite.”
And there are times when sizing down
your tackle might even be the best way to
snag a monster.
You’ll find a lot more fun video
and examples of our techniques on our
ScenicCityFishing YouTube Channel.
Capt. Richard Simms is a former game
warden for the Tennessee Wildlife Resources
Agency. Now he is a freelance journalist and
owner/guide of Scenic City Fishing Charters,
Inc. in Chattanooga, Tenn.

MADE IN USA
.COM

ROD HOLDERS &
TROLLING SYSTEMS
BLACK RIVER TOOLS, INC.

- Capt. Richard Simms
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Doing what comes naturally and sharing it with the world.

C
atfishing is definitely in his blood.
says he’s been addicted to fishing

He
since his first fishing trip. He was just six
months old.
“My passion for fishing started at a
young age,” states Youtuber and catfish
fanatic, Kris Flores. “My parents say that
they weren’t able to tell me that we were
going fishing the next day. If they did, I
would be in their room waking them up
hours before their alarm clock was set to
go off.”
As he explains it, his passion for
fishing, especially catfishing, comes from
a combination of life experiences that
have evolved as he chases his dreams.
“Initially, it was because of my dad

Kris Flores keeps his daughter Isa and son
Alex at the center of his passion
taking me out to go fish with him,” recalls
Flores. “I was always excited about fishing,
but I was equally excited about spending
quality time with dad. As I grew older and
became a father myself, the roles were
reversed. I love taking my kids out just
to spend those couple of days talking,
laughing, joking, and ultimately watching
their eyes light up with excitement as they
fight a big fish.”
Flores likes to target any catfish
because of their size, but when the truth
is known his real passion is for flatheads.
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“All through my younger years of
targeting catfish, the flathead was the one
species that always seemed to elude me,”
offered Flores. “Blues and channels were
common for me to catch, but the flathead
catfish was the mythical creature that I
could not seem to find. It wasn’t until I
was in my 20’s that I caught my first one.
From that point forward they’ve had a
special place in my heart.”
Flores actually fishes the same
waters today that he fished in his youth.
He spent much of his early fishing time on

Many of Flores’s adventures have ended up
with nice flatheads like this one being held
by Alex and Isa.
Elephant Butte Reservoir, Caballo Lake,
and the Rio Grande River.
“It is many years later,” admitted
Flores. “But I still fish the same bodies of
water but with a much better understanding
of them.”
His
love
for
the
whiskered
flathead also impacted his conservation
philosophy. Not by what others said, but
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his own experiences.
“I was raised to think that if you catch
a fish you take it home to eat it,” offered
Flores. “I had not been educated on
conservation. So, when I started catching
flatheads for the first time in my early
twenties I would keep everyone I caught.”
“Then I had a period on my little
stretch of river when I never caught a
single flathead for over a year,” recalled
Flores. “I was upset and puzzled. I began
questioning myself. ‘Did I catch them
all? Are there no more because of me?’
I was upset and disgusted with myself. I
was thinking that after all those years of
chasing the fish that I love, I killed off the
species in my favorite fishing hole.”
With the passing of time, the
flathead population slowly returned to his
fishing spot. But his self-reflection and
consideration of his own actions changed
his conservation philosophy.
“It wasn’t YouTube, or a T.V. show,
or a magazine article that taught me
about conservation of the species,” said
Flores. “It was my own ignorance and life

Packing in to some remote fishing spot is
second nature to the Flores family.
experience that did. After this life lesson,
I vowed never to keep another flathead.
This is why you’ll see me releasing them
in my YouTube videos.”
Flores has not participated in a lot
of tournament fishing. Not because he is
not interested, but because there are not
many tournaments near him.
“My first tournament was last year
(2017),” reported Flores. “It was the
Possum Kingdom Catmaster’s tournament
held at Possum Kingdom Lake in Texas.
It was a great experience. I believe that
fishing new waters is an excellent way to
test your catfishing skills. I did get to meet
a ton of great people and that’s a bonus.
To my knowledge, there aren’t very many
catfish tournaments close to me. This one
was nine hours away according to Google
Maps. With the boat in tow, the trip ended
up being closer to 11 hours. I think that
if there were tournaments closer to my
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area, I would fish them.”
Flores has slowly but steadily
worked on his longtime goal to build a
successful guide service. His outstanding
success as a Youtuber has contributed to
that success.
“My goal is to get my guiding service
set up to the point where I can retire. Then
I can do guided trips until the DMV says I
am no longer able to operate a vehicle,”
joked the 42-year-old Las Cruces NM
resident.
“I think guiding is the perfect way
to share my knowledge with my fellow
fishermen,” he added. “Not to mention
that every time I put someone on a fish
of a lifetime I believe the happiness I feel
adds days to my life. I know my kids will
grow up too soon and have lives of their

The Flores’ family adventures often included
overnight camping. This particular one paid
off with a nice flathead.
own. But I can continue to share catfishing
experiences with people through my guide
service.”
Flores’s passion to reach out and
help other anglers flourished with his
YouTube channel. His following has grown
to more than 90,000 subscribers.
“YouTube has been a blessing to
me,” acknowledges Flores. “I started
it with the simple idea of sharing my
fishing adventures with the world. I
never imagined that it would grow into
such a recognized channel. Because of
YouTube, I now have friends all around
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the nation and even in other countries.
I get to travel and meet the people who
watch my videos. That is by far one of my
favorite things to do. I am forever grateful
to everyone who supports me and I love
meeting them in person, shaking their
hand, and just talking fishing with them.”
That YouTube success spilled over
into the supply side of the catfish industry.
Not only has he been able to instruct
anglers on how to catch catfish he has
been successful in supplying the products
they need to catch them.
“I wanted to incorporate my
catfishing passion with my business,”
explained Flores. “That is why I decided
to start supplying Muddy River Catfishing
products. It allows me to do more fishing,
help my fellow fishermen, and be a bigger
part of the catfish community.
Kris enjoys close combat fishing
in some of the most unsuspecting and
hard to reach water around. One of those
trips resulted in an adventure that Kris
will never forget. It stands as a tribute
to his tenacity and motivation to get the
job done, whatever it takes. What might
have been a horror to many is what he
describes as “one of the best fishing trips
I’ve ever had.”
“I was with my friend Byron,”
explained Flores. “We took a couple of
guys out on my little stretch of river for
some flathead fishing. The river is so
small that we can only use 10-foot boats
and only two persons per boat. One day
we set off with two boats and four people.
I was leading the way with Byron and his
passenger following.”
“We are moving along smoothly as
I round a bend and noticed that the path
was completely blocked off with debris
that had floated downstream. I eased up
on the throttle so that we can begin to
work on clearing the path. Before I could
let go of the handle, Byron comes flying
around the bend and slams right into my
boat. He hit the boat in such a way that
the force turned the motor with my hand
still on the throttle. My hand twisted the

throttle to full!”
The 5 hp Coleman engine turned
hard left with so much force it popped off
of the back of the boat. It spun in circles
about two or three times before finally
dying and sinking to the bottom of the
river.
“I could not believe my eyes,”
exclaimed Flores. “I immediately started
stripping off layers of clothing getting
ready to dive in to retrieve my motor.
Everyone was yelling for me to stop
because it was still cold out. But in my
mind, I was already planning on diving in,
getting my motor, and high tailing it back
to camp to sit by the campfire before I got
hypothermia.”

“…the flathead was the one
species that always seemed to
elude me…”
His friend Byron chimed in and said,
“Let’s try dragging the anchors before you
jump in.”
A small voice of reason deep inside
Flores’s head told him that dragging might
be a better idea. Flores got out his anchor
and threw it a few times. On the third or
fourth try he felt something heavy at the
end of the rope.
“I slowly pulled it up and out popped
the motor,” said Flores. “We all reached
to grab the motor and worked it back into
my boat. As I turned the motor upright all
of the water trapped in the cover came
spilling out. Miraculously between the
four of us, we were able to get it running.
We still managed to get to our fishing spot
and put the guys on a couple of fish. I’ve
never been a superstitious guy, but this
all happened on Friday the 13th.”
Many of his adventures included
his kids. One trip, in particular, offered
a lesson in weather observation and
inclement weather avoidance.
Flores had taken his son Alex and
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daughter Isa on an overnight fishing trip.
It was a typical trip, like many they had
taken before. The unknown variable was
the weather.
“As evening came around, I noticed
several storm clouds dancing in the
distance,” clarified Flores. “Each individual
cell wasn’t too bad, but I knew if they
ever met it would be trouble. We kept on
fishing and I kept my eye on the storms.
As the night went on the kids got sleepy
and went inside the tent to lay down. I
stayed out to watch the sky and the rods
for a bit longer. The sky was black with no
sign of the stars or the moon.”
“I finally got tired myself and went
to lay down. It wasn’t long until the deep
rolling thunder began and so did the
raindrops. At first, it was a mild rain, but
soon the rain got heavier and heavier.
Alex was starting to get scared. I told the
kids that we had to leave and we had to
leave now.”
By this time the rain was coming
down so hard that it was coming through
the tent walls. Flores made makeshift
ponchos out of trash bags and everyone
put them on.
“I put Alex in the truck and told Isa
to throw everything in the truck as fast as
possible,” continued Flores. “No time for
folding, just stuff everything inside.”
Now the lighting was flashing all
around and the rain was so heavy that
it was hard to see. Isa worked at putting
the camping gear into the truck as Flores
picked up the fishing gear and went to get
the boat ready to lay in the bed of the
truck.
“When I got to the boat, I could not
believe my eyes,” said Flores. “It was
almost full of water! I pulled it as best
as I could but it didn’t move much and
the wet slippery ground wasn’t helping. I
did everything I could do before running
back to help Isa. She had already packed
everything and was working on the tent.
Together, we finished up with the tent and
went back for the boat.”
“It took every ounce of strength we

had to turn that boat on its side and drain
the water out,” recalled Flores. “It took
both of us to pull the boat to the truck
which was only about 20 feet away.”
By the time they got the boat to the
truck the torrid rains had already started
to fill the boat and they had to dump it
again. They loaded the boat, strapped it
down, and got the heck out of there.
“Now I wouldn’t call this the worst
trip I ever had,” offered Flores. “But I
would say it was probably the scariest.
There’s nothing scarier than the thought
of something happening to your children.
Thankfully, we got out of there and no one
was hurt.”
Stories like that exist because of his
passion for what he does. Flores believes
that most of his friends would describe
him as funny, humble, and a little bit crazy.
It is easy to see why he might be right.
Just watch some of his videos and decide
for yourself. Would a guy have to be a
little bit crazy to fish some of the spots he
fishes?
“I think it’s the experience of it all
that makes life worthwhile,” concluded
Flores. “I would like to be remembered
as someone who did what he loved to do
and shared his passion with like-minded
people.”
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Why We Catfish

A Guest Editorial by Melinda Folsom

Editor’s Note: Melinda and Bryan Folsom are known to their friends as Backwoods Catters.
They have a love and a passion for catfishing that is ingrained in their psyche and it is not by
accident. Catfishing is how they celebrate holidays and how they enjoy family time together
with each other, their girls, and their friends.

As the sport of catfishing grows, so grows the number of women participating.
I was born and raised in Cedartown,
Ga, and still call it home. I am 34 years old
and I have loved the outdoors my whole life.
My father taught me to hunt and fish for bass
and bream. He also raised me to hunt and fish
conservatively.
Bryan taught me to catfish. We began
Catfishing from the bank of our home river
system, the Coosa River. The Coosa is not
a huge river. It runs from Lake Allatoona just
north of Atlanta into Alabama past Gadsden.
On the Georgia side, it maybe 65 yards wide
and averages 25-30 foot deep. The Coosa is
our go-to river when we take our girls fishing.
The past three years we have been
traveling three hours one way to fish the Hold’em
Hook Catfish Trail on every fourth Saturday of
the month. Like most people who fish Wheeler
Lake and see firsthand the huge catfish it holds,
it’s hard to go fish any other body of water.
Catfishing means a lot to me. It’s not just
a hobby. It’s something I can do that lets me
relax. Everyday life is stressful, Catfishing isn’t.
Catfishing is peaceful even when every rod on
the boat is going down!
Catfishing allows Bryan and I to get
away together and enjoy time together as a
couple. Most couples go out to eat and watch
a movie for date night. Not us, we go fishing!
Our anniversary, Valentine’s Day, and birthdays
revolve around fishing trips.
We take our girls, Emily (8) and Sarah (5),
fishing when the weather permits. They enjoy
fishing almost as much as we do. They just
don’t like crazy weather or bugs with their fishing
trips. We love to take other family members and
friends fishing. We don’t take them out in search
of their new Personal Best, just for a good time
on the water. Anytime you can share the great
outdoors, it’s a great day!
I have many great and memorable

Melinda and Bryan enjoy the friendships
they have made through catfish events. They
are seen here at the Bass Pro Shops at the
Pyramid while attending the Mississippi River
Monsters tournament in Memphis.
moments fishing, but one, in particular, comes
to mind often. We brought one of Bryan’s friends
and Co-workers, Johnny, along to Wheeler. It
was three November’s ago. We were fishing
the Hold’em Hook Christmas for Kids charity
event.
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This was Johnny’s second or third time
fishing with us, but his first trip to Wheeler.
Due to the weather, we were allowed to trailer
to any ramp on Wheeler Lake. It was raining
with 25+ mph winds from the west. To this day
it is the worst conditions I have ever been in on
Wheeler. The winds and gusts caused 5 foot+
white caps. It was rough waters for sure.
We put in at the KOA boat ramp across the
river from the Bowns Ferry Nuclear Plant. Our
plan was to fish out by the plant, but because of
the rough water, we had to find shelter from the
wind. We managed to anchor behind a small
rock wall just above the power plant in shallow
water.
We were only able to cast out four rods
but managed to stay still. A rod went down
closest to Bryan, he could feel it was a good
fish so he handed it to me and I passed it to
Johnny. He was so excited. Once we netted the
fish and it was in the boat, he hollered like he
won the Lottery! The tournament allows anglers
to weigh in one Big Fish and one fish closest
to 20 pounds. We already had our 20-pound
catfish and now we had Johnny’s Big Fish that
was around 40 pounds.

The Hold’em Hook Christmas for Kids
charity event provided Melinda and Bryan
with one of their most cherished memories.
Bryan and Johnny are shown here at the
event with Johnny’s big fish.
Since the water was rough we decided
to start crossing back to get closer to the ramp
with almost two hours of tournament time left.
Once we got back out in the open it was difficult
to cross directly and we had to go at an angle.
Needless to say, I got soaking wet! I never
complained though, I just wanted Bryan to get
across safely.
Poor Johnny was bouncing up and down
from the waves and had hold of whatever he
could grab! He told Bryan I was getting soaked
and he needed to hurry up because it was also
50 something degrees! Being soaked through
four layers of clothes in that temperature is not
healthy. We decided to go ahead and head back
to weigh-in instead of trying to fish longer.
Johnny’s 39-pound blue didn’t win the
tournament but the whole experience was worth
it just to watch Johnny with his big fish.
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California and be able to call them Friends.
Catfishing has added so many men and women
to my family. They are the greatest people you
will ever meet!
- Melinda Folsom

Whisker Chicks and the Chick Fight
tournament

Melinda and Bryan love to share their passion
for catfish with their girls Emily and Sarah.
Afterwards, Johnny insisted that Bryan buy me
dome bigger diamonds since I didn’t complain
at all about getting wet on the journey back
across the lake.
Other than fun family fishing trips and
following the trail in Northern Alabama, another
great opportunity we have is meeting new
people from across the country. Traveling out of
Georgia to fish other events and attending the
Catfish Conference, allows us to meet fellow
catfish anglers who love this sport as much as
we do.
I never thought that I would know
people who live in Tennessee, South Carolina,
Kentucky, Ohio, Illinois, Montana, even from
Why We Catfish Guest Editorial
This column is provided for reader submitted
editorials on Why We Catfish. If you have a
short story related to why you catfish, you may
submit it for consideration and publication in a
future issue of CatfishNow. Send submissions
of 500 words or less and one or two photos to
Ron Presley at presleyr@bellsouth.net.

Melinda’s love for the sport led her to
create a social media page that emphasizes
lady anglers. She called it Whisker Chicks and
you can follow it on Facebook. The group has
grown to more than 300 women members.
That’s more than 300 women who love to
catfish.
“Some may look at our group and think
that’s not many,” offered Melinda. “Most groups
have well over 1000, but 300 women who love
to catfish makes this group special.”
“The group is all about bringing fellow
lady anglers together,” continued Melinda.
“It gives them an opportunity to show their
skills, ask questions, give feedback and share
products just for us ladies.”
The Whisker Chix group and her
observations and discussions with other cat
women at tournaments and other catfish related
events is the basis for Melinda’s efforts to put
an all ladies catfish tournament together. She
has named it Chick Fight and has scheduled it
for Saturday, April 6, 2019.
Melinda’s love for fishing Wheeler Lake,
and other’s desire to fish it, made it the natural
choice for the all ladies tournament. Chick Fight
will launch out of First Creek Boat Ramp, Joe
Wheeler State Park, Lake Wheeler, Rogersville
Alabama.
Interested folks can visit the Chick
Fight Facebook page for more information on
registration, rules, and updates. It provides a
common place to report on the progress of the
tournament.
“I hope an event like this will bring out
all the ladies to show this sport and related
companies just how fast it’s growing,” concluded
Melinda. “Catfishing is not just a sport for men
anymore. I hope this event can reoccur every
year and grow with each new year.”
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CATFISH CALENDAR
(Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.)
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT

14th - 15th
15th
15th
15th
15th
15th - 16th
16th
16th
22nd
22nd
22nd
22nd
22nd
22nd
22nd
22nd
22nd - 23rd
28TH
28th-30th
29th
29th
29th
29th
29th - 30th
30th
6th
6th
6th
6th
6th - 7th
7th
6th
12th-14th
13th
13th
13th
13th
13th

CABELA’S KING KAT
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACKS
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOC.
OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL
KANAWHA RIVER CATFISH CLUB
WHISKEY CITY CATFISH CLUB
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
CATFISH COUNTRY
CATFISH MAFIA
HOLD’EM HOOK
INDIANA CATFISH
KERR LAKE MADKATTERS
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
ICATS
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
TUG-N-JUGS
FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL2
GET-N-HOOKED
KANAWHA RIVER CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHWEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
KANAWHA RIVER CATFISH CLUB
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
WHISKEY CITY CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL2
INDIANA CATFISH
TUG-N-JUGS
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
GET-N-HOOKED
MONSTERS ON THE OHIO
OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS

OHIO RIVER/JEFFERSON IN
FRANKLIN ISLAND
HATCHECHUBBEE CREEK
CUMBERLAND TN
HOPEWELL MARINA
KALAMAZOO RIVER
RAVENSWOOD
TANNERS CREEK
ATCHISON/MO RIVER
BIG BONE LICK
LAKE ALDRED
ELK RIVER
TELL CITY
STAUNTON VIEW BOAT RAMP
VICKSBURG
CHILLICOTHE
RED ROCK LAKE
FRENCH BOTTOMS/ST JOSEPH MO
KAW
HOOVER RESERVOIR
KAW
EUREKA
BRUSH CREEK
LAKE LUNKERS
MISSISSIPPI RIVER/YAZOO RIVER
POINT PLEASANT
MISSISSIPPI RIVER/GREENVILLE
TANNERS CREEK
LAKE WATEREE
TBD
HOOVER RESERVOIR
MISSIESENAW
OOLOGAH
MILFORD LAKE
OOLOGAH
OHIO RIVER
HOPEWELL MARINA
COVINGTON
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CLASSIC
CLUB/NIGHT
NIGHT
CLUB
CLUB
CLASSIC
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB/NIGHT
BATTLE FOR VICKSBURG
CLUB/NIGHT
STATE CHAMP
ALL STATES/BOARDER WARS
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB #8
OPEN TOURNAMENT
CLUB
FISH OFF
CLUB
CLASSIC
CLUB
CLASSIC
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
DAY
CLUB
EVENT
CLUB
CLUB

Trophy Catfish for the Future
by Ron Presley

Concerned Catfish Anglers Make Trip to Frankfort in Support of Stricter Regulations

T he struggle is real for long time
catfish anglers on the Ohio River. Those
anglers who know and love the river for
what it was in the past are convinced that
the future is bleak if something is not done
to support the trophy catfish population.
These anglers describe a river in decline
and their fishing experiences show it.
They have been reporting for years on the
decline of big catfish in areas where they
were once plentiful.

Without a good population of large
catfish, anglers become reluctant to travel
long distances to fish, either recreationally
or for tournament competition. Local
communities will feel the pain because
these anglers and their families do not
come to town and spend their money. They
won’t be filling their gas tanks, staying in
hotels, eating in restaurants, or shopping
in general.
Owensboro, KY resident, Aaron
Wheatley, has been engaged in the struggle
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for years. He and others identified the
problem a long time ago and have fought
hard to get stricter regulations that would
protect the catfish.
Wheatley is tournament director for
Monsters on the Ohio, a catfish tournament
now in its ninth year of operation. The
tournament is known as one of the
premiere catfish tournaments in the region
and a benchmark for other tournaments to
follow.
Wheatley has observed firsthand
what has happened over the years in the
Ohio River. He fears that regulators are
not looking far enough into the past to
gauge the true impact of lax regulations
on catfish.
“We need tournament data from at
least 10 years ago,” suggested Wheatley.
“The older the better. Unlike the data from
a river that had already been damaged
that’s been collected by Fish and Wildlife
over the past 5 years, we need data from
before the trophy cats started ending up in
pay lakes. We need the data from when the
Ohio River and its tributaries where one of

the top three cat fisheries in the country.
We are a far cry from that now.”
Many catfish anglers are joining the
fight and believe that Kentucky can do
more through regulations to help turn the
situation around. Many of them showed
up at a recent meeting where regulations
were discussed.
About 130 catfish anglers showed up
in Frankfort to support proposals seeking
stricter regulations. Many wore blue t-shirts
with an image of a catfish and the words,
Protect, Preserve, Promote, printed on the
front. They were well organized, courteous,
and determined to have their voices heard.
Their presentations were thoughtful and
professional as one after another went to
the mic to make their points.
The proposals to be considered were
the result of a workgroup that included
two catfish anglers, two paylake reps, two
commercial fishing reps, state legislators,
and KDFWR staff and Commissioners. The
goal of the workgroup was to find common
ground between the different entities.
“The August 17 meeting had the four
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Commissioners that serve on the fisheries
committee present,” reported Scott Cress
who had joined Chris Debow as the two
catfish anglers serving on the workgroup.
“The goal of that meeting was to advance
proposed regs as it relates to fishing to
the September meeting where all nine
commissioners will be present to vote.
From there it goes to the legislature.”
A successful outcome would include
limiting the number of catfish in paylakes
and outlawing transportation of trophy
catfish across state lines.
“We were able to advance the full
agenda as proposed with some slight
tweaks,” continued Cress. “We did not get
an up/down vote on the no transport law,
but we are being led to believe it will be

added and we do have support.”
The Next Meeting
The next meeting of the commissioners
had been set for September 7, 2018. At
the time of this writing, the meeting had
been postponed due to some unexpected
changes in the commission. The meeting
is currently scheduled for September 28,
2018, with the location to be determined.
Catfish anglers across the spectrum
will be watching to see what happens in
Kentucky.
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CATFISH CLUBS

Corrections or additions contact us at catfishnow.com

CLUB
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
CABELA’SKING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
CAROLINA ANGLERS TEAM TRAIL C.A.T.T
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
CATFISH CONFERENCE
CATFISH COUNTRY
CATFISH NATION OUTDOORS
CATFISH MAFIA
CATHUNTERS ASSOC. OF THE SOUTH C.A.T.S.
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS
CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACK CATFISHING
FISHIN BLUES
FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2
GET-N-HOOKED
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
ICATS
INDIANA CATFISH
J.K.V. CATFISHING TOURNAMENT TRAIL
KANAWHA RIVER CATFISH CLUB
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI RIVER MONSTERS
MONSTERS ON THE OHIO
OHIO VALLEY CATFISHING
OHIO VALLEY RIVER CATS
OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
SCHEELS BOUNDRY BATTLE CATFISH TOURNAMENT
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA MO RIVER CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHWEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
TRI STATE KATS
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
TUG-N-JUGS
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS
WEST TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS
WHISKY CITY CATFISH CLUB
WICKED WHISKER TOURNAMENT TRAIL
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FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK

Tournament Results

AUGUST 5th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

SOUTHEASE NEBRASKA MO RIVER
CATFISH CLUB
NEBRASKA CITY MARINA

Lott/Harris
Miller/Woods
Bruce/Griggs
Iburg/Iburg
Blinde/Blinde

18.5
16
13.11
12
7.2

BIG FISH
1. Miller/Woods

AUGUST 8th

16

RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
NORTH LANDING

1. Olson/Olson
2. Weber/Casmey
3. Kalt/Stannard

32.76
30.89
26.91

BIG FISH
1. Jamie Gudajtes

AUGUST 11th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

20.15

CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT
TRAIL
OHIO RIVER

Chris Souders/Nick Conaway
Josh Burton/Adam McDaniel
Cody Carver/Shawn Pinix
Mike Lewis/Terry George
Neil Craig/Mike Jordan

88.08
85.1
70.88
69.3
62.48

BIG FISH
1. Chris Souders/Nick Conaway

AUGUST 11th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

37.48

CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT
SERIES
WOLF CREEK

Parks/Fisher
Reynolds/Cheever
Kimball/Young
Thompson/Thompson
Thomas/Barnhart

114.8
101.05
90.05
85.6
76.85

BIG FISH
1. Reynolds/Cheever

41.9
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CATFISH COUNTRY

AUGUST 11th

ABERDEEN

1. Greg Defosse/Landon Garrison
2. Shannon Dotson/John Baker
3. Adam Cunningham/Eddie Wilson

60.8
59.75
59.15

BIG FISH
1. Adam Cunningham/Eddie Wilson

41.7

INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION

AUGUST 11th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

OHIO RIVER/TELL CITY

Jon Lands/Dan Fields
Bruce Hupp/Delmar Wagler
Brent/RL
Ron/George
Daniel/Leroy/Jason

50.6
46.7
39.3
39.1
31.3

BIG FISH
1. Brent/RL

25.2

RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE

AUGUST 11th

NORTH LANDING

1. Darwin Lunski/Branden Lunski
2. Tony Weber/Randy Anderson
3. Dustin Lunski/Jamie Gudajtes

37.47
36.5
34.59

BIG FISH
1. Charlie Engen/Austin Engen

19.4

WEST TENNESSEE CATFISH ANGLERS

AUGUST 11th

JONES LANDING

1. Chris Peyton/Mike Conrad
2. Justin Russell/Jeff Kirkpatrick
3. Scott Mathis/James Robert Hemby

65.89
59.21
44.89

BIG FISH
1. Justin Russell/Jeff Kirkpatrick

37.81
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ICATS

AUGUST 12th

MISSISSIPPI RIVER/KEOKUK

1. Michael Lawson/Amanda Lawson
2. Johnny Coleman/Dan Eimers
3. Josh Mayers/Phil Brown/Jason Burgus
4. Ron King/Dan Morrison/Buddy
5. Cody Vickers/Colton Howell

106.8
69
53.4
52.8
47.4

BIG FISH
1. Michael Lawson/Amanda Lawson

CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT
SERIES

AUGUST 17th - 18th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

40.4

MISSISSIPPI RIVER

George Young/Austin Pierce
Carl Morris JR/Rob Parsons
Daryl Masingale/Jason Masingale
Roy Harkness/Don Sweat
Hugh Thompson/Carson Pierce

334.22
278.64
270.28
264.76
264.08

BIG FISH
1. Brian Mayo/Candice Pitts

AUGUST 18th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

57.02

CATFISH MAFIA
GOLDSBORO

Ben Fitzgerald
Rob Hildebrand
Cory Walton
Craig Pryor
Steve Fraddosio

58.4
55
46
45
42.6

BIG FISH
1. Ben Fitzgerald

AUGUST 18th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

39.4

FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2
HOOVER RESERVOIR

Joe Hatfield/Joey Hatfield
Jerry Hite/Mike Anderson
Shawn Dauphin/Craig Williams
David Funk/Chris Macri
Joe Ackerman/Ted Ackerman

48.2
30
26.2
24.8
24.2

BIG FISH
1. Joe Hatfield/Joey Hatfield

27.4
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AUGUST 18th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Tournament Results
JKV CATFISHING TOURNAMENT
TRAIL
DUFFY’S LANDING

Andy Williams/Jeremiah Keen
Keith Terrance/Richie Blakey
Stephen Francher/Henry Price
Justin/Gerald Hedges/Jamie
William Peabody/Mike Conway

AUGUST 18th

119.35
99.65
71
59.85
57.4

OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB
HOPEWELL MARINA

1. Hunter Werres/Josh Ashley
2. Wesley Harding/Michael Blanks
3. Scott Wilson/Landon William
4. Trery Thorpe/Zebco Rick/Daniel
Ingram
5. Roger Bradley/Doug Holloway

103
94.43
91.71
87.71
83.77

BIG FISH
1. Wesley Harding/Michael Banks

AUGUST 18th

71.82

MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL
KALAMAZOO RIVER

1. Adam Weigold/Amanda Wiegold/
George Glidden
2. Zack Allen/Todd Labar
3. Lloyd Tanner/Tony Borowski
4. Jason Porbeski/Andrew Jones
5. Tim Staggs/Mydallis Wendell

70.5
67.4
67.2
64.5
55.2

BIG FISH
1. Zack Allen/Todd Labar

AUGUST 24th - 25th

37.3

CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT SERIES
OHIO RIVER

1. Scott Cress/Emily Cress
2. Lonnie Fountain/Donnie Fountain
3. Carl Morris Jr/Rob Parsons
4. Jerry Ishcomer/Hanna Ishcimer/
Noah Ishcomer
5. Greg Edwards/Dale Kerns

219.83
182.19
172.35
153.63
150.9

BIG FISH
1. Jeff Dodd/Cedric Poyner

64.15
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CATFISH COUNTRY

AUGUST 25th

RIVERSIDE

1. Darrin Wright/Diane Wright
2. Tim Skirvin/Carly Skirvin

56.5
26.95

BIG FISH
1. Darrin Wright/Diane Wright

22

CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS

AUGUST 25th

WAVERLY

1. Clint Gesling/Marty Darrah/Ken
Cargill
2. Lary Hughes/Michael Coartney
3. Thomas Wakefield/Josh Butterfield
4. Kole McAdams/Leon Nelson
5. Chris Baker/Caleb McAdams

103
93.04
88.09
88.01
80.04

BIG FISH
1. Kole McAdams/Leon Nelson

AUGUST 25th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

62.09

HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
DITTO LANDING

Daniel Champion/Chris
Josh Jinkins/Bronzon Miles
Brian Stubblefield
Mark Williams/David Austin
John Hogland/Chad Bryant

57.1
50
46.4
44.1
43.1

BIG FISH
1. Mark Williams/David Austin

44.1
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Tournament Results
KERR LAKE MADKATTERS

AUGUST 25th

STAUNTON VIEW BOAT RAMP

1. Team Carden
2. Team Page
3. Team Jones

102.36
65.37
59.65

CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT
SERIES

AUGUST 25th - 26th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

CALAMUS LAKE

Melendy/Forshee
McKnight/Richardson
Kremke/Kremke
Parks/Fischer
Sullivan/Stallings

180.3
174.55
173
154.9
152.75

BIG FISH
1. Kremke/Kremke

24.3

ICATS TOURNAMENT SERIES

AUGUST 26th

MISSOURI RIVER

1. Noah Meeks/Justin Lewis
2. Cody Keyes/Clint Crawford
3. Michael Lawson/Amanda Lawson
4. AJ Giannetto/Caiti Flowers/Matt
Gannaway
5. Steve Pohlmeier/Jenny Pohlmeier

59.6
14
13.6
10
7.8

BIG FISH
1. Noah Meeks/Justin Lewis

44.2

REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING

AUGUST 25th

CRAIGS CREEK

1. Ronald Abbott/Robert Ballard/Nathan
2. Andy Mefford/Andrew Meadows
3. Chico/Steve and Marty Kraus/Ginger

TIE

73.8
50.9
43.4

BIG FISH
1. Ronald Abbott/Robert Ballard/Nathan
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Tournament Results
FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2

SEPTEMBER 1st
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

HOOVER RESERVOIR

Craig Shirley/Amber Shirley
Shawn Dauphin/Craig Williams
Robert Kilkenny/Bill Taylor
Shane Henderson/Amanda Johnson
Joe Hatfield/Kyle Gibney

Had bigger Fish

70
22.2
20.2
20.2
19.2

BIG FISH
1. Craig Shirley/Amber Shirley

47

JKV CATFISHING

SEPTEMBER 1st

OHIO RIVER

1. Jeff Schmetz/Rob Smith
2. Michael Uhlig/John Fuqua
3. Josh Vanover/Tony Weathers
4. Heath Malone/Alna Malone
5. Justin Arthur/Kevin Childress
BIG FISH
1. Michael Uhlig/John Fuqua

103.2
100.15
84.8
83.5
82.45
66.85

MISSISSIPPI RIVER MONSTERS

SEPTEMBER 6th - 8th

MISSISSIPPI RIVER

1. Rob Benningfield/Rick Eiselt
2. Cedric Poynor/Randy Dodd
3. Chris Souders/Nick Conoway
4. Roy Harkness/John Godwin/Don
Sweat
5. Capt. Ben Geobel/Tim Spencer

142.36
130.27
125.4
122.16
115.14

BIG FISH

BIG SOUIX CAT ANGLERS

SEPTEMBER 8th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

SOUIX CITY/PUBLIC RAMP

Jerrod Henrich/Troy Hemmeirick
Aaron Kollbaum/Logan Kollbaum
Riley Dennison/Alecia Sanchez
Chase Urbinga/Dave Stokes
Bob Gray/Mike Gray

21.14
21.06
16.01
13.04
9.02

BIG FISH
1. Jerrod Henrich/Troy Hemmeirick
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Tournament Results

SEPTEMBER 8th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

CATFISH MAFIA
LONG LEVEL/NIGHT

Roger Flowers
Carl Hample
Marshall Rickard
James McLaughlin
Mike Hoover

108.8
82.8
78.2
61.8
60.6

BIG FISH
1. Roger Flowers

SEPTEMBER 8th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

43.4

FISHIN BLUES
FT. COBB

Josh Rollins/Brad Hill
Roger Pinchback/Junior Shipman
John Rodriquez/Mark Nava Larry
Mike Orr/Tim Orr
Tom Moore/Robert Sanders

32.01
31.12
27
21.08
19.05

BIG FISH
1. Tom Moore/Robert Sanders

SEPTEMBER 8th

12.09

SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
LAKW WYLIE

1. Ken Frost/Bill Sutton
2. Jacob Williams/Frank Wilson/Lee
Cowan
3. Brian Snipes/Bubba Branch/Mason
Brakefield
4. Sam Williams III/Amy Williams/Sam
Williams IV
5. John Foust/Laurie Foust

63.5
49.75
43.65
40.95
40.15

BIG FISH
1. Ken Frost/Bill Sutton

SEPTEMBER 8th - 9th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

38.4

CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT
SERIES
PERRY LAKE

Parks/Fisher
Norris/Theler
Kuhlmann/Bucher
McCarter/Smith
Davis/Cortez

170.65
113.75
87.1
76.05
75.4

BIG FISH
1. Davis/Cortez
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34.55

Sunset on the Muddy River
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